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: EORG E, by the Grace of God, King of Great Bri- 
= tain, France and Iveland, Defender of the Faith, é&c. To 
all co whom thefe Prefents thall come, Greeting: Where- 
as Bernard Lintot of Our City of London, Bookifeller, hath 
by his Petition humbly reprefented unto Us, that he is now Print- 
ing 2 Tranflation, undertaken by Our Trufty and Well-beloved 
Alexander Pope, Efq; of the Odyffey of Homer from the Greek, in 
.Five-Volumes in_Feli feeall rid iale wp 
on Royal Paper, in Od@avo and Dwedecime, with large Notes upon 
each Book; and that he has been at great Expence in carrying on 
the faid Work, and the fole Right and Title of the Copy of he fame 
being velted in the {aid Bernard Lintot, he has humbly befoughe 
Us to grant him Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole 
Printing and Publifhing thereof for the term of fourteen Years: 
We are therefore gracioufly pleafed to gratify him in his Requeft, 
and do by thefe Préfents, agreeable to thé. Scarute’ tm that behalf 
made and provided; sfor Us, Ogr Heirssand Succeflor® give and 
rant unto him che-ftrd Bernard Lintot, his Executors, Admini- 
ators and Affigns, Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole 
Printing and Publithing of the faid Tranflation of the Odyffey of 
Homer, for and during the term of fourteen Years, to be compu- 
ted from the Day of the Datehereof. Stri&ly forbidding and pro- 
‘hibiting all Our Subje&s within Our Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and-othey -Opr Dominions; toceprint. or-abridge: the 
fame, either in the like, er any other Volume or Volumes whatfa- 
- evers or toimpart, buy: vend,, urter or diftribute any Gopies of the 
Yameor an thereof Reprinted beyond the ‘Seas; within: the 
Vaid Term of fourteen Years, without the Confent er Approbati- 
wn of the faid Bernard Lintot, his Heirs, Executors and Affigns, 
by Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firft had and_ob- 
tained, as they and every of them offending herein will anfwer 
the contrary at their Perils. Whereof the Mafter, Wardens, and 
Company of Stationers of Our City of London, the Commiffioners 
and other Officers of Our Cuftoms, and all other Gur Offieers-end 
Minifters whom it may concern are to take Notice, that due Obe- 
dience be given to Our Pleafure herein fignified: Given at Our 
Court at St. ‘fames’s the Nineteenth Day of Febrmary 1724-5. In 
the Eleventh Year of our Reign, 


. By bis Majefty’s Command, 
3 TOWNSHEND. 
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Th ARGUMENT. 
|: Lhe Return of Telemachus. | 


The Goddefs Minerva commands Telemachus iz 


“ 


a Viftos to return to Ithaca, Pififtratus and be 
sake leave of Menelaus, and arrive at Pylos, 
where they part; and Telemachus fers fail, af- 
ser having received on bocrd Vheoclymenus the 
Soothfayer, The Scene then eee tq the Cot- 
tage of Eumeus, who entertamms Ulyfles with 
a recital of his adventures. In the mean time 
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| ow had Miierva ak a thor arp plains, 

N Fam’d for the dance, where Menelans reigars - 

Anxious fhe flies to great Uiy(fes? heir, 

His inftant voyage pia ail her care. 
- oe pat Beneath 


4 


NOTES. 


- Neither d this ‘book; nor irideed foine of the following, © are to she 
reckon*d among the moft thining parts of the Odjffzy. They are 
narrative, and generally low; yet natural, and jult enough, confi- 
dering Homer was refolv'd to defcribe and follow low life fo very 
minutely. This great Poet here refembles an evening Sun; he 
has, not the fame heat of brightdefs.; there are fevera] fietle cleuds 
abour him tho’ in fome places gilded and adorn’d: however, to 
par us set gree he an tor out again before the canelufion of his 

Ve ne sen jer 
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S$ Beneath the royal Portico difplay’d, 
With Neflor’s Son, Telemachus was lay’d; | 
. - ; é ae F Ia 


There is no doubt, but all the parts of a Poem are not capeble 
of equal luftre; nay, they ought nor to dazzle us alike, or tire us 
y @ perpetual ftrain upor the imagination. But in chefe cooler 
relations a Tranflator has a hard task: He’ is expected to fhine, 
where. the Author is not bright: and the unreafonable Critic de- 
mands a Copy more noble than the Original. Tis true, thefe 
are the paffages of which he ought to take particular care, and to — 
fet them off to the beft advantage : But however he may polith a 
vulgar ftone, it will ftill retain its inherent degree of cloudinefs ; 
and the man is ignorant indeed, who thinks one can make ita 
Diamond. 

The ftory now turns to Telemachas, and the Poet briefly de- 
{cribes his voyage to his counjry: There is a neceflity to be con- 
cife, for the Heroe of- an Epic Poem is never to be out of fight, 
after his introduction. The little time that Homer employs in the 
return of Télemachas is not {pent unufefully by Uhfes; during this 
interval, he learns the ftate of his publick and domeftick affairs 
from Ewmens, and prepares the way for the deftru@ion of the 
Suitors, the chief defign of the whole Oana. There is another 
reafon why the Poet oughe not to dwell ac large upon the ftory 
of Telemachus 3; he bears but an incidental relation to the Odyffey, 
and confequently Huger was neceffirated to pafe over his aétions 
with brevity, that he might defcribe the Heroe of his Poem at 
full length. Ic has been obje&ed, that no mention has been 
made of any ation at all of Telemachas during his whole flay 
with Menelons, and that he lies there idly, without making his 
voyage contribute any thing to the refticution of Usy/es ; but from the 
former obfervation it is evident, that this Glencein the Poet proceeds 
from judgment; nothing, iso be inferted in an Epic Poem but 
what has fome affinity with the main defign of it: buc what af- 
Ginity could the aftions of Zelepachus. in the Spantan: court, have 
with thofe of Ubffes ? This would have been to make two He~ 
roes in one Poem, and would have broken the unity of the adtie 
on; whereas by thecontrary condu&t Homer unices the two ftories, 
and makes the voyage of Telemachns {ubfervient to the chief aia 
on; namely, the refticution of i _ Telemachns, undertakes. 
voyage to make enquiry after Ulyffes, this the. Poet ba bape 

- becaufe it hag an immediate relation to Ufyffes 5 bur pafles over alt 
other adventures during the abfence oF Telewachuss becaule -they 
have no relation to the defign, I jnow 


. 
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, In fleep profound the Son of Neffor lies; 
Not thine, Utyfés ! Care unfeal'd his eyes: 
: Refilefs 


I know ithas been objeGted, that the whole of Thieme-' 
chus is foreign to the Odyffey, and that the four firft books have 
not a fufficient connection with the reft of the Poem, ‘tnd there~ 
fore that there is a double ation: But this objeStion wil) ceafes 
if it be made appear, that this e contributes to the reftora- 
tion of UAffes; for whatever incident hag fuch an, eff:& is united, 
to the fubje&, and efential to it. Now that this voyage has fuctr 
an effe& is very evident; the fuitors were ready to feize the’ 
throne of Uiffes, ahd compel his wife to marry; but by this’ 
voyage Telemachns breaks their whole defigns, Infteal of ufurp- 
ing the throne, they are obliged to: defend themfélves: they de- 
fer their purpofe, and wafte much time in endeavouring to m- 
tercept him in his-recurn. By this method leifure is gain’d from 
the violence and addreftes of the fuitors, “till UAfes returns ‘and 
brings about his owf re-eftablifhment. This voyage therefore. is 
the fecret {Gurce from which all: the happinefs of Us/fes fows': 
fer had not Telemachus fhiled to Pyle, a ta mutt have been: 
compell’d to marry, and the rhroneof Uhffesufurped. Ihavebeen 
more large upon this obje&tion, becaufe many foreign. Critics lay’ 
great weight upon it. See Note X1X on the frft book, = 

There has lately been a great difpute amongit the French, can- 
cerning the length of rhe ftay of Telemachws from his countrys — 
The debate is not very material, nor is it very difficult to fertle 
that porn. Telrmathns fail'd from: Khaca in thé evening of the’ 
fecond day, and recurns to it ov the thitty eighth in che morning, 
fo thac he is abfenc thirty five days compleatly. - 

“Ve I. Now had Minerva, @c.| Hf this had been related by an 
Hiftorian, he would have only faid that Ze/emachns judged it ne-' 
ceffary for his affairs to fail back to ‘his own country; but a Poet 
fleps out of the common beaten road, afcribes the wiftom of thar 
Heroe to the Goddefs of it, and introduces her in perfon, to pive 
a dignity to his Poetry. 

The Reader may confult im genera) the extra&s from Boffe, 
(plac’d before the Ody/f'y) concerning machines, or the interpofi- 
tion of Deities in cs Poetry. 1 will here beg leave to fer 
them in a different and more particular lighe. 

It hes been imagin'd that a Deity is never to be introduc’d but. 
when all human means are ineffetiual : If this were true, Miner- 
va would be in vain employ’d in bringing Telemachns back, wher 

Bs @ COMMON 
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Reftlefs he griev’d, with various fears.oppreft, ... 7 
3O And all thy fortunes roll’d within his breatt. Cr a 
roe oe Oe When, 


a common ger might have anfwer'’d that purpofe as well 
as the Goddefs. I doubt not buc the verfe of Horace has led ma-, 


By inco thgs error; . 
2° | Nes Deus interfit wifi dignus vindice nedus, 


° 


This rule is to be apply’d only to the Theater, of which Horace. 
there {peaks, and means no more, than when the knot of the Klay 
is co be unty’d, and no other way. is left for making the difcove- 
ry, then let a God defcend and clear the intricacy to the Auditors.. 
But, as. Mr. Dryden obferves, it has..no relation to Epic Poetry. . 
Ie is true, that a Deity is never to be introduc’d upon little and 
unworthy occafions; the v n of Machines is to add.weighe; 
and dignity to the fory, and confequently an unworthy employ-- 
ment defeats the very intent of them, and debafes the Deities by. 
thaking them a& in offices unworthy of the characters of diving: 
perfonages: Bur then it is as true, that a Poet is at liberty to ufe 
them for ornament as well as neceffity.. For inftapce, both Virgil. 
and Homer in their defcriptions of ftorms meroduce Deities, Nep- 
tane and colxs, only co fll our minds with grandeur and terror ; 
for in reality aftorm might have happen’d without a miracle, and 
c/Exeas and UPffes both have been driven upon unknown fhores,, 
by a common ftorm as wellas by immediate interpofiion of Nep- 
sune or c/Eolus. But machines have a very happy effec; the Poet: 
feems td converfe with Gods, gives Ggns, of a divine cranfports 
and diftinguifhes his Poem in al] parts from an Hiftory. . 
Ve §.: Beneath she royal Portico, &e.| Adimerva here finds Telema- 
chus in bed:. It is neceflary cro remember. that Ulyffes landed in’ 
Ishaga in the morning of the thirty fifth day; and when Minerva 
iefc him, fhe went. to the Spartan court to Téelemachus ; this vifton 
therefore appears to that Heroe in the night following the thirty 
fifth day. On the thirty fixth he departs from Meuelans, and 
lodges that night with Déocles; on the thirty feventh he embarks 
towards the evening, fails all night, and lands on the thirty eighth 
_an.the morning in his own country. From this obfervation it is 
Nikewife evident, that Ubfes pafles two days in difcourfe with 


Esonans, tho’ the Poet only diftinguifhes the time by the voyage | 


of Telemachus, for the precedi k concludes with the thirty 
fifth day. and Telemachus {pends the thirty fixth apd thirty os 
di a = ° ar 


= 


> as 
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When, O Teltmarkis.!*(the-Goddels faid) 

Too long ity. vain, too widely haft thou ftray’d. 

Thus leaving’ carelefs thy paternal right 

The robbers prize, the prey- to lawlefs might. 
1$On fond purfuits negleétful while you: roam, 

Ev'n now, tite: hand of Rapine facks the ‘dome. 

Hence to Asrides  afid his leave implore 

To launch thy veffe! for thy natal fhore: 

Fly, whilft chy Mother virtuous yet withftands 
20 Her kindred’s withes} and her Sire’s commands; 

... . Thro’ 


and the following night in his recurn, ‘and meets: Ulyffes in the | 
morning of the thirty eighth day. This remark is neceflary to a- 
void confufion, and to make the two ftories of Ulyffes and ielema- 
chus coincide, in this and the next beok of the Ody/fey, 

‘v.20. Her kindred’s wifhes, and her Sire’s commands.} Ovid 
had thefe lines in his view in his Epiftleof Penclpe to Ubffes. 


| Ma pater Icarias vidio decedere leo’ 
——« Cogit, G immenfas increpat wfgne moras, . 


But why thould Merve make ufe of thefe arguments, to perfuade 
Telemachus to return immediately ; and give him no information 
concerning the fafety of Uffes, who was now a@uall landed in 
his own country? The Poet referves this difcovery to be made in 
the future part of the ftory: 1f Telemachas had known of his fa- 
ther’s being already return’d, there could have been no room for 
the beautiful interview becween the father and the fon 3 for the 
doubts and fears, the furprize and filial tendernefs, on the pare 
of Telemachus'; and for the paternal fondnefs, the yearnings of 
nature, and the tranfports of joy, on the part of Ubffts. Ari- 
Siotle particularly commends this condu@ oF Homer with refpect 
to Ulyffes. Thefe difguifes and concealments, (fays that Author) 
perplex the fable with agreeable plots and intricacies, furprize us 
With a variety of incidents, and giveroom for the relation of ma- 

A 6 ny 
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Thro’ both, Rurymachys: purfles:the.damts. <7 
And with the nobleft gifts afferts his, cain. - 

Hence therefore, while thy ftores thy oven xomaips | 
Thou know’ft the practice of their female train - 
2¥ Loft in the children of the prefent fpowfe .-. ; 


They flight the pledges of the farmer-vowss. .  - | 


Their love is always, with the, lever paki... — 
Still the fucceeding fame expells. the lat. =. 
Let o’er thy- houfe fome chofen. maid prefide, 
3° Till heav’n decrees: to blefs thee in. abride. 


ny adventures; while USffs fill appears in affum’d charaers, 
and upon every occafion recites a new Hiftory. At the fame time 
the Poet excellently fufteins -his character, which is, every where 
diftinguith’d by:a wife and ready dufGmulation. . | 
Vv. 24, Thou know'f? the pradiue of the female train.] This is 
not fpoken in derogation of Penelope, nor apply’d wo her in parti- 
cular; 1t is laid down as an univerfal maxim, and utter’d by the 
Goddefs of wifdons: But (fays Madam Dager) I with the Poet 
hed told us, if the husbands fn his days had better memories to- 
ward their departed wives? Bur what advantage would.this be to 
the fair fex, if we allow that. an husband may. poihbly forget a 
former wife? Ichufe rather-to congratulate the modern W adies a- 
gainft whom there is nat the leaft objection of this naeure. Is it 
not evident; that all our widdws are. utterly difconfolute, appear 
many months in deep mourning’? ’ ahd’ whenever they afe pre- 
yail’d upon to a fecond marriage, do they not chufe our the ftrong- 
eft, beft built, and moft vigorous youth of the nation? For what 
other reafon, but that fuch confticutions may be a fecurity again 
their ever feeling the like calamity again? What I have here faid 
fhews that the world is well chapg’d fince the times of Homer; and 
however the race of man is dwindled and decayed fince thofe ages, 
yet it is a demonffration that the modern Ladies are not. to blame 
aur at. Hs ; 


Put 


a SO 
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But now hye ara: atten ve ears incline, be os Tie, 
Obferve the .weraings: of a pow'r diviné: 9: i 
For thee their-faares the Suitor Lords thall hy ~ 
In Samos fands, or freights. of Insaca, 

35 To feize thyvbife fhall. lurk ‘the :murd’rous band; \ -. 
Ere yet thy foatiteps: prefa:thy-native land. © ~ ++ 
No————fotiner far theis siot and their lu ="! 

_ All-cov'sing ‘earth fal bury: deep: it duft!-- fo 
Then diftant fromi:the {catter’d Hlends feer, 

40 Nor let the night retard thy full-career; °° - oe 
Thy: Heav’nly guardian: Malt idfttue‘the gales 
To {mooth thy paffage, and fupply thy fails: ~ - 
And when at ithaca thy ‘labour ends,-' °° ae 
Send to the town thy veffel with thy friends, | ’ 

45 But feek thou firt the Mafter of the fwine, 

(For till to thee his toy a} thoughts: incline) ‘” . 
There pais the night 5 while he his courfe ‘purfues 
To bring Penelope the with'd- for news, | 
That thou fife failing from the Pylian ftrand 

go Art come to blefs her in thy native land. 

Thus {poke the Goddefs, and refum’d her Bight 

To the pure regions of eternal light. 

Mcan-while Piffratus he gently thakes, 

‘And with thefe words the flumb’ring youth awakes. ) 

Rife, 


* 


? 
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$§ Rife, fon of Neflor! for the read prepare, © 
And join the:harnefs’d courfers to the car. °° 
What caule, he:cry’d, can juftifre our flipht, — 
To tempt the dangers .0f forbidding night? 
Here wait we rather; till:approaching day | 


0 Shall prompt our {peed, ‘and point the ready way. 


Nor think of flight before the Spartan King --~-~- - 
Shall bid farewel, and bounteous prefents bring; °>-- 


Gifts, which to. diftant ages fafely.ftor'd, -......5 -. 


The facred a& of friendthip fhall record. .. 


° 6s Thus he.. But.when the dawn beftreak’d: the Eat, . 


The King from. Helen rofe, and fought his gueft. 
As foon as his approach the Heroe knew, . 
The {plendid mantleround him firft he threw, 
Then o’er his ample fhoulders whirl’d the cloak, . 
79 Refpec&tful met the Monarch, and befpoke. 
Hail, great Atrides, favour'd of high Fove! 
Let not thy Friends in vain for licence move. 
' Swift let us meafure back the wat’ry way, - 
Nor check our fpéeed, impatient of delay. 
73 If with defire fo ftrong thy bofom glows, 
Ill, faid the King, fhou’d I thy with oppofe; 
For oft in others freely I reprove | 
The ill-tim’d efforts of officious love; 


Who 
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Who love too much, hate ia the like’extream,' 
80 And both the golden Mean alike condemns: i <1. 
| Alfke he thwarts thé hofpitable end, | a8 
Who drives the free, or ftays-the hafty friend; 
True friendship’s laws are by this.rule expfeft, - ‘ - 
Welcorne the coming, {peed the parting gucft. ” - 
85 Yet flay, my friends, and in your charivt take: 
The nobleft prefeats that our love can make: '.5 :t -+- 
Mean-time .comigit we to our women’s care 
Some choice domeftic.viands to prepare; 
The trav-ler rifing from the banquet gay, 
90 Eludes the labaurs of. the: tedious way. 
Then if a wider courfe fhall rather pleafe 
Thro’ {pacious rges, and the Realms of Greece, 
firides in his chariot fhall attend ; 
 Himélf thy convoy to each royal friend. 


_ve 84. Welcome the coming, fpeed the parting nef.) Homer has 
here laid together admirable precepts for fone life; the paflage 
wes much admir’d; Herodotus borrow’d it, as we are intorm’d 
by Enjfiathins. , | 


a perils | 
MenriZavt’ asromplas tray tines vitoTes. 
But perhaps Haffashins quoted by memory, or thro” inadvertency 


wrote down Herodotus for Theecritus, in whom thefe lines are to 
be found: .. 


Mads Eesvod'oxev nancy tpepcsves, rr rpawrsle 
Munlarr drimmpas, wrar lerwvrs verdes. 
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95 No Prince will et: Vyfes' baix xemove. . 
Without fome: pladges femme: manunseat of lave: 
Thefe will the Chaldron, thefa tha Friped give, 
From thofh the veell par'd muleswe thall receive,.. 
Or bow! ershofe’d whofe golden. figures live. = )! 
100. To whom the Youth, for prudence fam’d, reply'd.: 


O Monag¢h, care of heay’n! thy poaples: pride Liar We is 


No friend in. Iseaan my. place fupplies, «= => oc 
No pow’rful hands are these, no watgbful eyess 
My ftores expos’d and fencele{s houlé demand - . 
10s The fpeedieft {ucgous: from my guardipn hand; 
- Left in a fearch teo anzious. and tos vain: © 6+ + 
Of one loft joy, 1 lofe what yet remaim.. -- 
‘His purpofe when. the gen’rous warrior heard, 
He charg’d the houfhold cates to be prepar’d. 
ae es Now 


Vv. 109. He charg’d the horfhold cates to be prepar'd,] Ie is in. 
the original, He'commanded Helen and her maids to do it, The. 
moderns have blam’d Meneluss for want of delicacy, in commands 
ing his Queen co perform fuch houthold offices. I read fuch paf- 
fages with pleafure, because they are exa&t pi@ures of antient life: 
We may as well condemn the firft inbabicants of the world for 
want of politenefs, in living in tents and bowers, and. notin pala- 
ces, This command of Menelans agrees with thofe manners, and 
with the patriarchal life, Ges. xviii. 6. Abraham hafien'’d into 
his tent, and faid suto Sarah his. wife, make ready quickly threemea- 
Sures of fine meal: Knead it, and makes cakes npon the hearth. 

I doubt not bue the continual defcriptions of enterraiments 
have likewife given offence to many; but we may be in fome 
degree reconcil’d to them, if we confider they are not only.inftan- 

ces 


— 


ey, 
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110 Now with the dawn, from his adjoining home, 
Was Boetheedes Ejeoneus come 3. ; : = 
Swift as the word he forms the rifing blaze, 
And o’er the coals the {moaking fragments lays. 
Mean-time the King, his Son, and Helen, went 

ITS Where the rich wardrobe breath’d a coftly {cent, 
The King {elected from the glittring rows 
A bowl; the Prince a filver beaker chofe. = 
The beauteaus Queen revolv’d with careful.cycs 
Her various textures of unnumber’d dies, | 

120 And chofe the lafgeft; with no vulgar art 
Her own fair hands embroider’d ev’ry part: | 
Beneath the reft it lay divinely bright, __ 
Like radiant He/per o'er the gems of night? 
| oe ae Thea 


ces of the hofpitality of the antients, but of their piety and religie 
on: Every meal was 2 religious a&, a facrifice, ora fealt of thankf. 
giving : libations of wine, and offerings.of part of the fieth were 
~ conftantly made at every entertainment. ‘This gives a dignity to 
the defcription, and when we read it, we are not to confider: it as 
an act merely of eating or drinking, bur as an office of wor 
fhip to the Gods, © | er Se gt ae ee 
This is a note of the. Critics; but perhaps the fame- thing 
might as well be faid of our modern entercainments, wherever 
ang good practice of faying Grace before and after meat is not yee 
ai@ aude. : : ' es ee 
v. 123. Like radiant Hefper o’er the gems of night.) If. this 
paflage were cranflated literally, ic would ftand thus, Helen chofe 
a vefinre of moft beautiful embreldery, and of the largef} extent, a 
wefiure that lay beneath the reff. We age to underftand by the laft 


\cizcumftance, that this vefture was the choiceft of her aac 
. : h 
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Then ‘with ‘each gif they haften'd to their guett, 
125 And thus the King Uiyffes* heir addreft. ve 
Since fix’d are thy refolves, may thund’ring Gove 
With happieft omens thy defires ‘approve’! : 
This filver bow!, whofe coftly margins thine 
' Enchas’d with gold, this valu’d gift be thine 5 
130 To me this prefent, ‘of Vulcanian: diac wae 
From Sidon's: ‘hofpitable ‘Monarch came" | 


To thee we ‘now confi ign the precious lead, 
The pride of Kings, and labour of'a God. 
Then gave the eup; while Mégapenthe brought 
135 The filver vate with living {culpture wrought. | | aia 
The beauteous Qiteen, ‘advatiging’ next, difplay' ‘d 


aN . 


The fhining’ veil, and this: endeating “frid.” ee 
1? Abecept, dear youth, this monument of love, 
Long eee days, by Helen wove: 


ye « 
si of vere eae a : , ees ’ 
in 


~ 


it being repoite: with the preatett' care, or velaTos @dicer, The 
‘verfes are taken from lib. 6. of the Ijad. This robe was the 
“work of Helen's own hands; an inftance that in thole days a art 
Eady, or 2 preav ‘Beauty; rhight bea good work-woman; And th 
here feems to take particular, care to obviate an opinion one might 
‘ocherwiff Have, that the didnot apply herfelf to thefe works till 
cal belt” ‘days were paft. “We are told in the Hiads 


_ Her in the Palace; at her loom fhe found, 

* The golden -web ber own fad tory crown’d; 

| The. Troian wars fhe weau'd, her felf the prize, 
Rises gd pigenisich id fara yet 


ic 
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140 Safe in thy mother’s care the vefture lay, 

_ To deck thy bride, and grace thy nuptial day: 
Mean-time may’ft thou with: happieft fpeed regain or 
Thy ftately palace, and thy wide domain. | 

She-faid, and gave the veil; with grateful look 
145 The Prince the variegated:prefent took. == 
And now, when thro’ the royal dome they pafs’d, 

~ High on wthrone- the ‘King-each ftranget plac’d. - 

A golden ew’r th’ attendant damfel brings, 
Roplete with water from the cryftal fprings ; 

1$O With copious ftreams the fhining. vate aiid 
A filver laver of capacious fize. © eS, 
They wath. The tables in fair order foread, 
The glitt’riag canifters are ctown’d with bread; '-! | 
Viands of various kiods.allure the tafte © a 

1s f Of choiceft .fort and. fayoury--tich- repaft! 
Whilft Eseonexs portions out the ffiares, a bs 
Atrides’ {on the purple draught prepares, 
And now (cach fated with the penial feat, . ©: -i 
And the thort rage of thisft.and hunger: caahie 

160 Ubes’ fon, with his illuftrious fritid,” “~ 
The-horfes join, the polith’d car afcend. | 
Along the court the fiery ftoeds rebound, - 
And the wide portal echees to the found, ad 


The 
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The king precedes; 2 bowl with frageant wine 
16§ (Libation deftin’d to the Pow'ss divine) 
His right-hand. held: befoxe the ends he fands, « 
Then, mix’d with pray’re, he utters shefe. commands. 
Farewel and profpen, youths! let Nefer. kaow 
What grateful thoughts ftili in this befom glow, 
170 For all the proafe af his paternal. care, : 
Thro’ the long: dangers of the tenryeare war. 
Ah! doubt not our repere: (the Prince sejoin’dy 
OF all the virtues of thy generous mind. 
And oh! seturn’d might we Ubfis: most! 
175 To him “y prefents thaw, thy words il 


Ve 174 dal oh! sree wight me Ulyfiea 9 meet! &e.}: ke ts 
hot impoffible but a falfe reading may have crept ‘into the tex 
in this a In the profent editign.it ands thas 


i. yelp bycde. de 
Noghoas, “Tdxny de xsgs, ‘Odvew td Ging 
"Esrotpe. 


The fenfe will be lefs intricate, and the conftraétion more ealy, 
if inftead of iar, we infert xhww and read tho line thus peinted: 


Noshoat Balan dd, xxv ‘Odvew Se ale 
“Eso — . 

Then the verfe will have thisimpor,  O may I; upon my 

return to Ithaca, finding Ubjfes in his Palace, give him an ace 

“ count of your friendfhip!” Whereas in the common editions 


there is 2 taucology, and either xlav or vsiwas muft be allowed 
wo be a fuperfuity. 


How 
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How ‘will each {peech his grateful wonder raife? 
How will exch pift ihdulge us in thy praife? 
Scarce ended thas the Prince, when on the right 
Advanc’d the bird of Yyve: aufpicious fight! 
(80 A milkwhite fowl his clinching talons bore, 
With care domeftic pamper’d at the floor. 
Peafants in vain with threatning cries purfue, 
In folemn {peed the bitd majeftic flew 
Full dexter to the car: the profp’rous fight | 
185 Filld ev'ry breaft with wonder and delight. 
‘But Neffor’s fan the chearful filence broke, 
And in thefe words the spartan chief befpoke. 
‘Say if to us the'Gods thefe Omens fend, _ 
| ‘Or fates peculiar to thy felf portend? 
' 190 Whilft yet the Monarch paus’d, with doubts oppreft, 
| The beautoous Queen reliev'd his lab’ring breaft. 
Hear me, fhe cry’d, to whom the Gods have giv’a 
To read this fign, and myftick fenfe of heav’n. 
As 


v. 192. Hear me, (fhe ery’d) &c.} It is not clear why the Po- 
et afcribes a greater quicknefs and penetration to Helen in the fo- 
lution of this prodigy, than to Menclans. Is it as Eafathins 
afferts, from a fuperior acutenefs of nature and prefence of mind 
gn the fair fex? Or.is its that Helen in this refembles fome mo- 
dern beauties, who (tho’ their husbands be ask’d the queftion) will 
make the anfwer themfelves ? I would willingly believe that He- 
len might happen-to ftand in fuch a pofition, as to be able to 
more minute obfervations upon the flight of the eagle, 58 ae 


a 
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As thus the plumy. fov'reign of the air... 
195 Left on the mountain’s brow. his: callow care, 

And wander’d thro’ the wide ethereal way 

To pour bis wrath on yon luxurious: prey ; 

So hall thy pod-like father, tofs'd in van tt 

Thro’ all the dangers of the boundlefs mains, 
200 Arrive, (or.is perckance alread y come) te a, 3 

From flaughter’d gluttons to releafe the dome. 

Ob! if this promis’d blifs by thund’ring Jove, 
(The Prince reply’d) ftand fix'd in fate above; st % 


_melans;; and being more citcumftantial’ in the obfervation, the 
“might for that reafon be more ready and circumftantial in the in- 
terpretation. But ‘Homér himfelf tells us, that fhe receiv’d it from 
the Gods. This is a pious leflon, to teach us in general shat all 
knowledge is the gift of God, and perhaps here particularly in- 
ferted to raife the character of Helen, and make us lefs furpriz’d 
to fee her forgiven by Menelans, when the is not only pardon’d, | 
big favour’d thus wath infpiration. ‘ And indeed. it-was neteflary~  “ 
to reconcile us to this fatal Beauty; at whom the Reader is natu- 
rally enough offended: She is an aétrefs in many of the fcenes of 
the OdyfJzy, and confequenrly to be redeem’d from contempt :, This 
is done by degrees; the Poet fteals away the adulerefs from: our 
view, to fec before us the amiable penirent. — a 
Vv. 194. As thus the plumy fov'reign, 8c.] Ulsffes is the eagle, 
the bird reprefents the furtors : the criesof the men and women when 
the eagle feiz’d his prey, denoce the lamentations of the relations 
of the fuitors, who are flain by U/yffs. The circumftance of the 
flight of the eagle clofe ro the horfes, is added to thew that the 
Prodigy had a fix’d and certain reference toa perfon prefenr; 
namely Telemathxs: The eagle comes fuddenly from a mountain ; 
‘this means thar Ulyffes fhall unexpe@edly arrive from the coun- 
‘try to the fuirors deftru&ion. The fowl is faid to be fed by the 
‘family, this is a full defignation of the fuitors, who feed upon 
Ubffess and prey upon his family. - And as this bird is kill’d by 
the talons ot the eagle, fo the fuitors fall by the Spear of Uiyffes. 
Exflathins, ‘ : "a 


ae ee oe . 


- ~~ - 
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To thee, as to fome God, rll temples raife, ues 
20¢ And crown thy altars with the coftly bak. : | 
| He faid; and bending o’er his chariot, flung | 
Athwart the fiery .fteeds the: fmarting thong 5. 
The bounding fhafts upon the harnefs ue 
*Till night defcending- intercepts the way. | Pets 
210 To Diocles, at Phare, they repair, Hess. Gn oi 
Whofe boatted Sire was facred Alpheus’ heir; 
With him all night the youthful ftrangers ftay’d, 
Nor found the hofpitable rites uspay d. 
But foon as morning from her orient bed 
215 Had ting’d the mountains with her earlieft red, 
They join’d the fteeds-and on. the chariot fprungs 
The brazen portals in their paflage rung. : 
' To Pyles foon they came; when thus begua 
To Neftor’s heir Ubfes’ god-like fon : | 
220 Let not Piffratus in vain be preft, 
Nor unconfenting hear his friend’s requeft; 
His friend by long hereditary claim, = 
In toils his equal, and i in years the fame. 
No farther from our veftel, 1 implore; 
225). The. courfers drives, but lath them. to the thore: 


¢ 
~ foo 
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Too long thy father would his friend detains 
I dread his proffer’d kindnefs, urg’d in vain. 
The Heroe paus’d, and ponder’d this requeft, 
While love and dety warr’d within his brealt. — 
230 At length refolv’d, be turn’d his Teady hand, 
And lath’d bis panting courfers to the ftrand. 
There, while within the poop with care he ftor’d 
The regal prefents of the Spartan Lord ; Oe 
With fpeed be gone, (faid he) call ev’ry mate, 
235 Ere yet to Nefor I the tale relate: 


¥. 226. The long thy father wonld bis friend detain.| This has 
been objeéted againft, as contrary to the promife of Telemachns, 
who aflur’d Menelans that he would acquaint Neftor with bis greas 
friend{hip and hofpitality; Is be theretore not guilty of falfhood, 
by embarking immediately without fulfilling his romife? Enjfe- 
ius an{wers, that at she of the eagle occafions this alcerati- 
on, and that the not fulfilling his promife is to be afcrib’d co ac- 
cident and neceffity. But the words of Telemashus fufficientl juf- 
tify his veracity; they are of the plural number sareaieenits 
¥ and Piftratus will inform Neftor of your bofpitality: This promife 
he leaves to be perform’d by Pififiretus, who returns dire&ly to 
Nefor. Others blame Telemachms as unpolite, in leaving Neftor 
without any acknowledgment for his civilicies. Dacser has ree 
courfe to the command of Miserva, and to the prodigy of the 
eagle, for his vindication: He is commanded by the Gods to re- 
urn immediately, and therefore not blameable for complying with 
their injun@tions, Bat perhaps it is a better reefon fo fay, that 
the nature of the Poem requires fuch a condu&; the action of the 
Odyffzy ftands fill till che securn of Telemachas (whatever happens 
to him in Pyle being foreign to it) and therefore Homer fhews his 
Say.“ in precipitating the actions of Telemachns, rather than 
trifling away the time, while the ftory fleeps, only to fhew a piece 
of complaifance and ceremony. 


brome 
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"Tis true, the fervor of his gen’rous heart 
Brooks no repulfe, nor could’ thou foon depart : 
Himfelf will feek thee here, nor wilt thou find, 
In words alone, the Pyli#n Monarch kind, | 
240 But when arriv’d he thy return thall know, 
How will his. breaft with hone fury glow? 
This faid, the founding ftrokes his horfes fire, 
And foon he reach’d the Palace of his Sire, 
Now, (cry’d TZelemachus) with {peedy care 
24$' Hoife ev’ry fail, and ev’ry oar prepare. 
Swift as the word his willing mates obey; 
And feize their feats, impatient for the fea, 
Mean-time the Prince with facrifice adores 
Minerva, and her guardian aid implores ; 
25° When lo! a wretch ran breathlefs to the fhore, 
New from his crime, and reeking yet with gore: 
A Seer he was, from great Melampus {prung, 
Melampus, who in Pyles flourith’d long, | 
Ti 


V. 252,ccmesemee From great Melampus fprang.] ‘There is fome 
obfcurity in this genealogical Hiftory. Melampas was a prophets 
he liv’d in Pylos, and was a perfon of great wealth; his uncle 
Nelens {eiz’d his riches, and detain’d them 2 whole years to ob~ 


lige him to recover his herds detain’d by pitas in Phylace; he 
fail’d in the attempt, and was kept in pri 


ngly in the enterprize, promifes to give Pere in marriage to 
Yau. IV. oe oe 3 i we nis 


on by Iphyclns, the fon 
of Phylacas, Bias, the brother of Me mpas, Was in love with 


Pere the daughter of Neleus; Nelens, to engage Melompus more 
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*Till uig’d by wrongs a foreign realm he chofe, 

2$$ Far from the hateful canfe of all his woes. 
Ielens his treafures one long year detains ; 
‘As long, he groan’d in Phylasys his chains: 
Mean-time, what anguith sad what rage combin’d, . 
For lovely Pero rack’d his lab’ring mind! 

260 Yet '{cap’d he death; and vengeful of his wrong 
"To Pylos drove the lowing herds along: 
"Then (Nelens vanquith’d, aad confign’d the Fair 
"To Bias arms) he fought a foreign air 5 | 
éirgos the rich for his retreat he chofe, 

26% There form’d his empire; there bis palace rofe. 
From hina Antiphates and Mantius came: 
The firft begot Oicleus great in fame, 
‘And he mphiarans, immortal name! 
his brother Biss, upon the recovery of his herds from Iphyclus. 
At length Uppycins releafes Afehampns from prifon, upon his difco» 
vering to him how he mi ht have an heir ro fucceed to his domini- 
ons, and rewards him with reftoring the ‘herds of Neless: Then 
_Neleus retracts his promife, and refufes to give his daughter Pera 
‘to ‘Bias the brother of Melampss; upon this Nelens and Melampus 
quarrel, and engaging in a fingle combat, Nelews is vanquith’d, 


and Melampus retires to Argos, See ib. XL. v. 350, Gc. and the 
‘annotations, Note33. 
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The people's Saviour, end divinely wife, _ 
270 Belov’d by Fave, and him who gilds the skies, 
Yet thort his date pf life! -by female pride he dies. 
From Mgnties Clitus, whom di&rora’s leve 
Snatch’d for.his beauty to the thrones above: 
- : Aad 


v, 270. Belov’d by Jove, and hin who gilds the shiety 

| Tet fhort bis date of life! by fanale pride he dies.) 
The Poet means Eryphyle, who, being brib’d with a golden bracelet 
by Polynices, perfuaded her husband —Amphiaraus to goto the The- 
han war, where he loft his life. This is a remarkable paf- 
, fage: Tho’ be was lev'd by Jupiter and Apollo, yet be reach'd not: 
fo old age. Is 2 hort life the greareft infange of the love of 
the Gods? Plato quotes the verfe to this purpole. “ The life of 
s¢ man is fo loaded with calamity, chat it is an inftance of the fa- 
* your of Heaven to take the burthen from us with fpeed.”” The 
fame Author in Axiochus (if that dialogue be his) afferts, that the 
Gods, haying a perfe& infight into human affairs, cake {peedily to 
themfelves thofe whom they leve. Thus when Trepbonins and 
Aganedes had built a temple to Apollo, they pray’d to yeceive a 
blefling the moft beneficial to mankind: the God granted their 
pore and they were both found dead the next morning. Thus 
ikewife the Prieftefs of ase, when her two fons had yok’d 
themfelves to her chariot, and drawn her for the greater expedi- 
tion to the temple, pray’d co the Goddefs co reward their filial 
piety; and chey both dy’d that night. This agrees with the exr 

pretiion of Menander, He whom the Gods love dies young. 


“Ov os Sede quasosy, aroSviouss veos. 


Ve 2720 wonmyoee Aurora's love 
Snatch'd for bis beanty to the thrones above. | 
There is nothing more common than fuch accounts of men being 
carried away by Goddefles, in all che Greek Poets; and yet what 
offends more againit credibility? The Poets invented thefe fables 
merely out of compliment to rhe dead. When any perfon hap- 
*d to be drown’d inariver; if a man, fome Water Nyon 
ole him; if a woman, fhe was feiz’d to be the wife of the Ri- 
ver God. If any were loft at Neptane or fome of the Sea 
7 2 
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And Polyphides on whom Phebus fhone 


375 With fulleft rays, mpbiaraus now gone s 
In Hyperefia's groves he made abode, | 
And taught mankind the counfels of the God, 


From him {prung Theeclymenus, who. found : 
(The facred wine yet foaming on the ground) 


Gods or Goddefles had taken them to their beds. But to ff 

to the prefent purpofe ; if any perfon dy’d in the fields, and his 
Body happen’d not to be found, if he was murther’d and buried, 
or devour’d by wild beafts, fo that no account was heard of his 
death, he was immediately imagin’d to be taken from the earth 
by fome Deity who was in love with his beauty. Thus Cétas 
peing loft in hismorning fports, like Ovios while he was hunting, 
he was fabled to be carry’d to Heav’n by Asrera; being loft at 
the time of the morning, over which that Deity prefides. 

v. 278. From him fprang Theoclymenus ] We have 
had a long genealogical digreffion to introduce Theoclymenus: I 
fear the whole paflage will prove diftafteful to an Englifh palate, it 
mot being capable of any ornaments of Poetry. 1 could with He- 
mer had omitted or fhorten’d fuch Paflages, tho’ they might be ufe- 
ful in his age; for by fuch honourable infertions he made his 
court to the bef families then in Greece. *Tis true, the ftory is 
sold concifely, and this occafions fome obfeurity; diftance of time 
as well as place, makes us fee all obje&s fomewhat confufedly and 
indiflin@ly. In the days of Homer thefe flories were univerfally 
known, and confequently wanted no explication; the obfcuri 
therefore is not to be charged y Homer, bute co Time, whi 

Apia 


has defac’d and worn away parts of the imprefhion, and 
smade the images lefs difcernible. 

The ufe the Poet makes of the adventure of Theoclymenus, is to 
give encouragement to Telemachnus; he affifts him with his advice, 
and by his giftof prophecy explains to him a prodigy in the conclue 

- fion of this Book. By this method he conneés it with the-main 
action, in giving Telemachus aflurances that his affairs haften to 
a re-eftablifhment. Befides thefe thort relations are valuable, as 
they convey to pofterity brief hiftories of antignt fas and fami- 
digs that are extant no where elfe, 


Telemackus ¢ 
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280 Telemachus : whom, as to heav’n he preft © 
His ardent.vows, the ftranger thus addreft. 
O thou! that doft thy happy courfe prepare 
With pure libations, and with folemn pray'rs 
By that dread pow’r to whom thy vows are paid; 
28¢ By all the lives of thefe; thy own dear head, 
Declare fincerely to no foc’s demand 
Thy name, thy lineage, and paternal land. 


v. 287. Declare- thy name, and lineage, &c.] Thefe: 
gueftions may be thought fomewhat extraordinary; for what ap- 
parent reafon is there for this fugitive to be tuld the name of the 

arents of Telemachns? But the interrogations are very maternl ; 
fe makes them to learn if Telemachus or his father are friends to 
the perfon flain by his hand? if they were, inftead of failing 
with him, he would have reafon to fly from him, as froma per 
fon who might take away his life by the laws of the country, 
Thus in the Hebrew law, Namb.xxxv.9. The revenger of blood, (2 
alxistver, or propingnns) fhall flay the murderer, when he meetsth 
him. But the Jews had cities of refuge, to which the murtherers 
fled as to a fan@tuary : The Greeks in like manners if the homi- 
cide fled into a voluntary exiles permitted him w be in fecurity 
till the murcher was aton’d, either by fulfilling a certain time of 
banifhment, or by a pecuniary mul@ os expiation. 
_ I will only further remark the concifenefs of thefe incerroga- 
tions of Theoclymenns; he asks four queftions in a breath, im the 
- compafs of one line; hisapprehenfions of being purfu’d give him 
no leifure to expatiate, Hemer judicioufly adapts his Poetry to the 
circumftances of the murtherer, a man in fear being in great 
hafte co be in fecarity. Telemachus anfwers with equal Brevity, 
being under a neceffity to finith his voyage in the night ro avoid 
the ambufh of the fuitors. For this reafon Homer fhortens the 
relation, and complies with the exigency of Telemachas: With 
this furcher view; to unite the fubordinate ftory of Telemachns 
with that of Ubffes, it being neceflary to haften to the chief aéti- 
on, and without delay carry on the main defign of the Ody in 
the re-eftablifhment of US{es. 


B 3 Prepare 
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Prepare then, {aid Telemachas, to know 
A tale from falfhood free, not free from woe, 
290 From Isbece, of royal birth I came, | 
And great Udfes (ever honour’d name!) 
Was once my Sire: tho’ now for ever lott 
In Stygian gloom he glides a penfive ghoft! 
Whofe fate enquiring, thro” the world we rove; 
29§ The laft, the wretched proof of filial love. 
_ The Stranger then. Nor thal} I ought conceal, 
But the dire fecret of my fate reveal. 
Of my own tribe an Argive wretch I flew; 
Whofe pow’rful friends the lucklefs deed purfue 
300 With unrelenting rage, and force from home | 
The blood-ftain’d exile, ever doom’d to roam: 
But bear, oh bear me o’er yon azure floods 
Receive the fuppliant! {pare my deftin’d blood ! 
Stranger (reply’d the Prince) fecurely ref 
305 Affianc’d in our faiths henceforth our gueft, - 
Thus affable, Utes’ God-like heir 
Takes from the ftranger’s hand the glitt’ring fpear:. 
He climbs the thip, afcends the ftern with hafte, 
And by his fide the gueft accepted plac’d. 
310 The chief his orders gives: th’ obedient band ° 
With due obfervance wait the chief’s command: 


‘ | _ With 
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With {peed the maft they rear, with {peed unbind 
The {pacious fheet, and ftretch it to the wind, 
Minerva calls; the ready gales obey 
315 With rapid {peed to whirl them o’er the fea. 
Crunus they pafs’d, next Chalcis roll’d away, 
"When thick’ning darknefs clos'd the doubtful day j 
The 


v. 316. Crunus they pafi’d, next Chalcise—mmmemne.] This 
whole paflage has been greatly corrupted; one line is omitted im 
all our editions of Hemer, and the verfes themfelves are printed 
erroneoufly: for thus they ftand, ib, 8 p. 539. of Strabe’e 

* Geography. 


Ber db rapa Kpdver, xal Xenxide xarrspislpers 


Avcevré 7° Hiases oxitovre 18 wares ayiel, 
HAN Side tariBarrsy ayarroutyn dics temp 


The firft line is added from Strabo: thus in Latins 
Pratevierunt Cranos, d Chalcida finentis amanem. 


He writes, dyarrouty, for iver, opin: and gids, inftead of gipde, 
The courfe that Telemachns fleer’d is chus explain’d by the fame 
Author: He firft fail’d northwardly as far as Elis, then he turn’d 
towards the eait, avoiding the dire& courfe to Ithaca, to efcape 
the ambufh of the fuirors, who lay between Samos and Ith.ca, 
Then he pafs’d the Echinades (call’d Ocai, that is cZsias, or fharp- 
pointed by Homer. See Strabo, lib.1o. They are called Oxias by 
Pkny) lying near the gulph of Corfmth, and the mouths of Ache- 
hous; thus leaving Ithaca on che eaft, and pafling it, he alters his 
courfe again, failsnorthwardly between Ithaecaand Acarnania, and 
lands on the coaft oppofite to the Cephallenian ocean, where the 
ane form’d their ambufh. The places mention’d by Homer 
ie in this order, Crani, Chakis, and Phea: and are all rivers of 
fmall note, or rather brooks, as Strabo exprefles it: adcLar more- 
MOV Ci Mate, paarror dt OxsTHr,. 
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The Gilver Phea’s glitt’ring Rills they loft, 
And skim’d along by Elis’ facred coaft. 
320 Then cautious thro’ the rocky reaches wind, . . 
And turning fudden, fhun the death defign’d. 
Mean-time the King, Eumans, and the reft, 
Sate in the Cottage, at their rural feaft: 
The banquet paft, and fatiate ev’ry man, 
325 To try his hoft Uly/es thus began. 
Yet one night more, my friends, indulge your guett 3 
The laf I purpofe in your wails to reft: 
To-morrow for my {elf I muft provide, 
And only ask your-counfel, anda guide: ° 
33° Patient to roam the ftreet, by hunger led, | 
And blefs the friendly hand that gives me bread. 


Ic is highly probable that Phea, and not Pherd, is the trueretd- 
ings for Phera lay in Meffenia, and not in Elis, as Strabo writes 
ad was in poffeffion of Agamemnon; for he mentions that a 
amongft the feven which he promifes Achilles, in the ninth boo 
of the Wiad. 


Sev’s ample Cities fhall confefs thy fways 
Zhee Enopes and Pherae shee obey. 


TF it had not been under his dominion, how could he transfer the 
right to Achilles? befides, it would be abfurd to juyn Phere dinect- 
ly with Chalis, when the one was in Méeffenia, the other in Elis; 
this would make the courfe of Telemachns’s Navigation unintelli- 
gible, if Elis and Meffenia were confounded in the relation, and 
yfed promifcuoufly without order or regularity. 

I will only add that Strabo in the 20th book of his Geography, 
inftead of KannspétOpor, reads astputervay, perhaps thro’ a flip of 
his memory. There 
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There in Ubes’ roof I may relate 
_Ulyffes’ wand’rings to his royal mate ; 

Or mingling with the fuitors haughty train; 
335 Not undeferving, fome fupport obtain. 

Hermes to me his various gifts imparts, 

Patron of induftry and manual arts: 

Few can with me in dext’rous works contend; 

The pyre to build, the ftubborn oak to rend;. 
340 To turn the tafteful viand o’er the flame; 

Or foam the goblet with a purple ftream. 

Such are the tasks of men of mean eftate, 

Whom Fortune dooms to ferve the rich and great, 


Vv. 336. Hermes to me his varions gifts imparts, 
Patron of indafiry and manual arts. | 

Mercury was the fervant sf minifter of the Gods, and was feign’d 
to be the patron of all perfons of the like ftation upon earth ;- it 
was fuppofed to be by his favour thar all fervants and attendants 
were fuccefsful in their feveral funG&ions. In this view the con- 
nexion will be eafy, « I will go (fays U/)/fes) and ofter my. fer- 
‘* vice to the fuicors, and by the favour of Mercary, who gives 
*¢ fuccefs to perfons of my condition, fhall profper; for no man 
«¢ is better able to execute the offices of atcendance, than my felf.°? 
It may be objected, that thefe fun@ions are unworthy of the cha- 
rater, and beneath the dignity of an Heroe: bue Usyffes is obli-~ 
ged co a& in his affum’d, not real charafter; as a beggar, nor as 
a King. Athenens (lib. 1. p. 18.) vindicates Ulyffes in another 
manner. ‘ Men (fays he) in former ages perform’d their ewn 
*¢ offices, and gloricd in their dexterity in fuch employments. 
* Thus Homer defcribes Uly{fes as the moft dextrous man living, 
_§© in ordering wood for the hre, and in theartsof cookery.” Burit 
is no more derogation to him to puton the appearance of a beg- 
gar, than it was to Pallas to aflume that of a {wain, as the fre- 
quently does throughowt the Ody/fey. 


Bg Alas? 
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Alas! (Enmens with a figh rejoin’d) 

345 How fprung a thought fo monftrous in thy mind? 
If on that god-lefs race thou wouldft attend, — 
Fate owes thee fure a miiferable end! 

Their wrongs and blafphemies afcend the sky, 
And pull defcending vengeance from on high. 

350 Not fach, my friend, the fervants of their feaft: 
A blooming train ia rich embroid’ry dreft, 

With earth’s whole tribute the bright table bends, 
And f{miling round celeftial Youth attends. - | 
Stay then: no eye askance bebolds thee here; 

35¥ Sweet is thy converfe to each focial ear 5 
Well pleas’d, and pleafing, in our cottage reft, 

Till good Telemachus accepts his gueft 
With genial gifts, and change of fair attires, 
And fafe conveys thee where thy foul defires: 

360 To him the Man of woes. O gracious Feve ? 
Reward this franger’s hofpitable love, 
FE ace spett oe ey ootioats Deter tenders te 
whofe violence and infolence is fo great, that they regard not the Gods, 
and that they attack even the heavens. % fhould rather chufe to 
underftand the werds in the more plain and eafy conftru&ion: 
Grotins is of this judgment, and thinks they bear the fame im- 
port as thefe in Gen. xviii. 21. I will go down and fee if they 


have done accerding to the cry which is come anto heaven, and indeed 
there is a great Gmilicude between the expreilions, 


Who 
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Who knows the fon of forrow to relieve, | 
Chears the fad heart, nor lets afflition grieve. - 
“ Of all the ills unhappy mortals know, 

369 A life of wand’rings is the greateft woe : 
On all their weary ways wait Care and Paint 
And Pine and Penury, a meagre train. : 
To fuch a man fince harbour you afford, | 
Relate the farther fortunes of your Lord; 

370 What cares his Mother’s tender breaft engage, 
And Sire, forfaken on the verge of age; 


Vv. 370. What cares his Mother's tender breaff engage, 
And Sire, pie on the verge of age, 

Fhefe ques ey eem to be neediefs » becaufe Ufyffes had’ 
been fully acquainted with the ftory of Leertes, and the Death of 
his mother Anticlea, by the thade of Tirefias; but U! ffes perfa- 
nates 2 ftranger, and to carry on that charaéter, pretends to be un- 
acquainted with all the affairs of his own family. I cannot affirn¥ 
that fuch frequent repetitions of the fame circumftances are beau- 
tiful in Homer; the retirement of Laertes has been frequently’ 
mention’d, and the death of Anticles related in other parts of the’ 
Odyffty ; however neceflary fuch reiterated accounts may be, I 
much queftion whether they will: prove entertaining : Homer 
himfelf in this place feems to apprehend it, for Exmans pafles over 
the queftions made by Uines with a very fhort anfwer, and en- 
larges upon other circumftances, relating to his family and affairs, 
to give (as Enffathins obferves) variety to his Poetry. But this’ 
condu& is very judicious upon another account’: It lets: Ulyffes in- 
to the knowledge of his condition, and by it he is able to take’ 
his meafures with the greater certainty, im order to bring abour 
_ his own re-eftablifhment. This is a demonftration thar the ob- 
io of Rapin is without foundation; he calls thefe interviews 
tween Ulyffes and Ewmens mere idle fables, invented folely for 
amufement, and concributing nothing to the a@ion of the Odyf 
Jers but she contrary is true, for Uyfés dire&s his courfe accord- 

ing to thefe. informations. | 


e. B o Berevatt 
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Beneath the fun prolong they yet their breath, 
Or range the houfe of darknefs and of death? 
To whom the Swain. Attend what you enquire, 
375 Laertes lives, the miferable fire, 
Lives, but implores of ev’ry pow’r to lay 
The burden down, and wifhes for the day. 
Torn from his offspring in the eve of life, 
Torn from th’ embraces of his tender wife, 
380 Sole, and all comfortlefs he waftes away, 
Old age untimely pofting ere his day. 
She too, fad Mother ! for Udfes loft 
Pin'd out her bloom, and vanifh’d to a ghoft. 
(So dire a fate, ye righteous Gods! avert, 
385 From ev'ry friendly, ev’ry feeling heart!) 
While yet the was, tho’ clouded o'er with prief, 
Her pleafing converfe minifter’d relief : 
With Crimene, ber youngeft daughter, bred, 
One roof contain’d us, and one table fed. 
390 But when the foftly-ftealing pace of time 
Crept on from childhood into youthful prime; 
To Samos’ Ifle fhe fent the wedded fair; 
Me to the fields, to tend the rural care; 
Array’d in garments her own hands had wove, 
305 Nor lefs the darling obje@& of her love. 


Her 
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Her haplefs death my brighter days o’ercaft, 
Yet Providence deferts me not at laft; 
My prefent labours food and drink procure, 
And more, the pleafure to relieve the poor. 
400 Small is the comfort from the Queen. to- hear 
Unwelcome news, or vex the royal ear; 
Blank and difcountenanc’d the fervants ftand, 
Nor dare to queftion where the proud command: 
No profit fprings beneath ufurping pow’rs ; 
404 Want feeds not there, where Luxury devours, 


verte; 


- Tay ipaycrr’, tariivie, nad dsdoictow idexe, 


has been traduc’d into the utmoft obfcenity; Exffathins vindicates 
the exprefion: It means “ I have fuftain’d my felf with mear 
«« and drink by an honeft induftry, and have got wherewithal to 
“ relieve virtue that wants.” He interprets asdvioacn, by ard pa 
ov aide afioss ; or, men worthy of regara and honomr: Envs Kas 
ixtvajs. The folowing words, 
| Ou pasiruxéy: tony axdoes 
"Our eos, Bry Ts ég VE 


are capable of a double conftru&ion, and imply either that Z take 
delight in hearing of Penelopes fhe being in diftrefs, and in the 
er of the fuitors; or that the fuitors ( befiege the palace, thag 
it is impoffible for me to hear one gentle word from Penelope, or re- 
ceive one obliging aition from ber hand. The preference is fubmit- 
ged to the Reader’s judgment; they both contain images of tene 
gernefs and humanity. A 


Nos 
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Nor harbours Charity where Riot reigns : 
Proud are the lords, and wretched are the {fwains. 
The fufPring chief at this began to melt; 
And, oh Ewmeans! thou (he cries) haft felt 
410 The {pite of fortune too! her cruel hand 
Snatch’d thee an infant from thy native land! 
Snatch’d from thy parents arms, thy parents eyes; 
To early wants ! a man of miferies! 
Thy whole fad ftory, from its firft, declare: 
41$ Sunk the fair City by the rage of war, 
Where once thy parents dwelt? or did they keep 
In humbler life, the lowing herds and fheep? 
So left perhaps to tend the fleecy train, 
Rude Pyrates feiz’d, and thipp’d thee o’er the main? - 
420 Doom’d a fair prize to grace fome Prince’s board, 
The worthy purchafe of a foreign lord. 
If then my fortunes can delight my friend, 
A ftory fruitful of events, attend: 
Another’s forrow may thy ear enjoy, 
425 And wine the lengthen’d intervals employ. k 


Long 
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Long nights the now-declining year beftows ; 
A part. we confecrate to foft repofe, 

A part in pleafing talk we entertain; 

For too much reft itfelf becomes a pain. 

430 Let thofe, whom fleep invites, the call obey; 
Their cares refuming with the dawning day: 
Here let us feat, and to the feaft be join’d 
Difcourfe, the {weeter banquet of the mind ;. 
Review the feries of our lives, and tafte 

335 The melancholy joy of evils pait: 


v. 426. Long nights the now-declining year beftows, &c.] From 
hence we may conclude, that the return of Ulyffes was probabil 
in the decline of the year, in the latter pare of the aucumn, an 
noc in the fummer; the nights then being fhorr cannot be called 
Nuxre¢ abhogare. Enuflathins. 

V. 429. ~—————Too mach reff it felf becomes a pain.] This 
aphorifm is agreeable to nature and experience; the fame thing is 
aflerced by Hippocrates, Sleep or watchfulnefs, when exceffive, becomes 
difeafess too much fleep occafions an accefs of perfpiration, and 
confequendy weakens and diffipates the animal fpirits. Dacier 

V. 434 pune gn dt offe 

The melancholy joy of evils paft. | 

There is undoubtedly a great pleafure in the remembrance of paft fuf- 
ferings: Nay, calamity has this advanrage over prolpesity § an evil 
when paft curns into a comfort; but a paft pleafure, though in- 
nocent, leaves in its room an anxiety for the want of it, and if 
bt be a guilty pleafure, a remorfe. ‘Phe reafon (obferves En- 
frashins) why paft evils delight, is from the confcioufnefs of the 

raife due to our prudence and patience under thems from the 

enfe of our felicity in being deliver’d from them, and from gra~ 
titude to divine providence, which has deliver’d us. It is the joy 
of good men to believe themfelves che favouries of Heaven. 
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For he whe much has fuffer’d, much will know; © 

And pleas’d remembrance builds delight on woe. 
Above Ortygia lies an Ifle of fame, 

Far hence remote, and Syria is the name} 


440 (There curious eyes infcrib’d with wonder trace ~ 


The Sun’s diurnal, and his agnual race) 
Not 


v. 438. Ortygia.] This is an antient name of Deles, fo-call’d 
from opruz, a Quail, from the great numbers of thofe birds found 
upon that Ifland. Lycophron, in his obf{cure way of writing, calls 
it opru€ a’kpspin or the winged Quail; perhaps from the fable of 
Afteria being curn’d into that bird in her flight from Fapiter, and. 
giving name to the Ifland from the transformation the fuffer’dup- 
on it. It is one of the Cyclades, and lies in the efgean ocean, 
Syria,or Syros, x another {mall Iand lying ealterand Of Ithacas 
according to true Geography; 

V. 4.40. There curions eyes inftril’d with roonder trace 

- The Sun’s dinynal, and his annual race. }' 
The words in Homer are tporrai maioso, of folis converfiones, Mon- 
fieur Perrante infults the Poet as ignorant of Geography, for pl 
cing Syros under the Tropick; an error (fays he) which Commen- 
tators in vain have labour’d to defend, by having recourfe to @ 
Sun-dial of Pherecydes on which the motions of the Sun (the 
Tpowas mdioo) were defign’d. The laft defence would indeed. be. 
ridiculous, fince Pherecydes flourifh’d three hundred-years after the 
time of Homer : No one (replies Monfeur Boilean) was ever at any 
difficulty about the fenfe of this paflage; Esftathins proves that 
apnmoSas fignifies the fame as dvvaw, and denotes the fetcing 
the Sun; fo that the words mean, that Syros is fituate above Orty- 
gia, on that fide where the Sun fets, or wefterly, mpoc.ta dura’ 
enon THs ‘Optuyias, *Tis true, Exflathius mentions a bower, 
Zmaraiov, in which the converfions of the Sun were figur’d. This 
_ indeed would fully vindicate Homer; but Bochart- and others affirm, 
that Esffathins is in an error, and that Syros is fo. far from lying 
to the weit, or mpog rpomras maior, that it bears an eaftern pofition 
both with refpe& to Ithaca and Delos: How is this objection to 
be anfWer'd? Bochart p. 411, of his Geographia facra; explains 
it by ning recqusfe 20 the bewer mention’d by Enjtathins, in: 
| which 


—— 


~ 
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Not large, but fruitful; ftor’d with grafs to keep 
The bellowing oxen, and the bleating theep ; 
Her 


which the motions of the Sun were drawn. Pherecydes (fays He- 
fyehins Milefins) having colleéted the writings of the Phenicianss 
rom the ufe of them alone without any inftruGor, became fa- 
mous in the world by the ftrength of his own genius: And La- 
ertias writes, that an Heliotrope made by him was preferv’d in the 
IQand of Syres, Thus itis evident, that he borrow’d his know- 
ledge from the Phenicians, and probably his skill in Aftronomy 
they being very expert in that f{cience, byreafon of its ufe in theirs 
navigation. Why then might there not be a machine which ex- 
hibiced the motions of the Sun, made by the Phenicians, and why 
might not Homer be acquainted with it? It is probable that Phe- 
vecydes took his pattern from this Heliotrope, which being one of 
teft rarities of antiquity, might give a great reputation 
to Syres, and confequently was worthy to be celebrated by Homer, 
the great preferver of Antiquities. Faliitur igitnr, (fays Bochart) 
Enftathins, cdom valt intelligs, quafi fita fit Syrus ad occiduas partes 
Deli; cum cintra Deli ad ortum fit Syrus, non ad eccafaum; C- rem 
Sic fe babere ex ipfo Homero gatet, apnd quem Eamaas in Ithaca, Sp 
viam afferit effe trans Delum, quo nibil dici potuit falfins, fi Syrus fit 
ad eccafum Deli. If this anfwer appears to any perfon too ftudied 
and abftrufe, the difficulty may be folv’d, by fuppofing Eumens 
Speaking of Deles as it lay with refpe& co Syras, before he was 
carry’d from it; for inftance, if Syrss lies on the eaft of Deles to 
a man in Ithaca, both Ithaca and Delos will lie on the weft of 


Syres to one of that Ifland; I would therefore imagine that Ea- - 
mans {peaks as 2 native of Syros, and not as a fojourner in Ithaca, ~ 


and then Delos will lie towards the fun-fetting, or apes Hake Tpd= 
was: But this laft I only propefe as a conjeure, not prefuming 
to offer it eh paneer f Fat for'd wich grafy tok 
v, . Not large, but fruitfal; fior'd with grafs to ke 
ai The bellowing oxen, and the bleatin ee -] . 
Ie is probable that Homer was well acquaint with the nature of 
this Mand, and that it really enjoy’d an admirable temperature of 
air, and therefore was exceedingly heathful; the fertility of the 
foil proves the happinefs of the airs which would naturally free 
the inhabitants from the maladies arifing from a lefs falubrious 
ficuation. It is for this reafon that they are faid to be flain by 
Diana and Apollo. All deaths that were fudden, and without fick 
nefs, were alcrib’d 0a thole Deities. . Bachart .(p. 410.) tells ber: 
- ak 
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Her floping hills the mantling. vines adorn, 

445 And her rich vallies wave with golden corn. 
No want, no famine the glad natives know, 
Nor fink by ficknefs to the fhades below; | 
Bat when a length of years unnerves the ftrong, 
Apollo comes, and Cynthia comes along, 

40 They bend the filver Low with tender skill, 
And void of pain, the filent arrows kill, 

Two equal tribes this fertile land divide, 
Where two fair cities rife with equal pride; 
But both in conftant peace one Prince obey, , 


ayy And Ctefins there, my father, holds the fway. 
Freighted, it feems, with toys of ev’ry fort 
A hip of Sides anchor'd in our port 


Whats 


that the name of Syres was given to the Ifland by the Phaniciansy. 
rape Sira ignitying vich, in their language; or rather it wag 

called from Sura, or Afara, Ggnitying happy; excher of thefe 
derivations fully denore the excellence beth of the foil and air:. 
and that this name is of Phanican extra&t is probable from the 
words of Homer, who affures us that they ftay’d 2 whole year u 
on this Hand, andconfequently had opportunity to know che health- 
fulnefs and fertility of it. 

v. 457. A fhip of Sidon=——_—_——] Here is a full teftimony, 
that the Phanicians were remarkable for arts and navigation over 
all the old world. They were expuls’d from their country by 
Foftina, (as Bockart informs us) and then fertling slong the fea 
coafts, they {pread over all the Mediterranean, and by degrees fenc 
out Colonies into Earope, Afa, and Afric; that they were in 
Sfric appears from Precopixs, where he mentions a {pillar with a 
Phenician infcription. “Huss topedy of quyorre cid apocairs ‘lioe 
Tu Anse vie Nelew ; that is, We are a people that fly from joes 
the 


° 
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What-time je chanc’d the palace entertain’d, 

Skill'd in rich works, 2 women of their land. 
460 This nymph, where anchor’d the Phanician train. 

To wath ber robes defcending to the main, 

A {mooth-tongu’d failor won her to bis mind; 

(For Love deceives the beft of woman-kind.) 

A fudden truft from fudden liking grew; — 
463 She told her name, ber race, and all the knew. 


the fon of Nuns the robber; they gave him that fidle out of ‘res 
fencment for their difpoffeffion. The charafter they bear in the 
Acriptures agrees with this in Homer, Ifeiah xxiii. 2. The Mer~ 
chants of Sidon, that pafs over the feas; and it likewife appears 
from thé Scriptures, thae they excell’d in all arts of embroiderys 
and works of curiofiry. ; , 

v. 458. What-time is chanc’d the palace entertain’d, 

Skill'd in rich works, a woman of their land. 

X was furpriz’d to find that Exfathins miftook this P. 14% WO> 
man for the mother of Bawess ; the herfelf tells us, that fhe was 
enly his Governe(s. - | | 


Taide yap avdps sing 7] fety pore aT ITE Ade 


Ie is not probable that Exmens would have painted his own mo- 
ther in the drefs of an adultrefs, and an abandon’d rraytrefs: Nays 
he dire€tly diftinguifhes his mether from this Phenician in the fee 
quel of the ftory, (where he calls her worwa pcivrnp, or his vene-. 
vable mother) and when he {peaks of the Phenician, he conftantly 
calls her yuri, not peernp. Nor i could he have call’d her 
wérna at all, if fhehad not been a perfon of fuch adeteftable charac- 
ter. ndanas adopts the mifteke of Eaffathins, and endeavours 
to vindicate her from the manner of her frailty. AModefte deeepta 
denis, Gt. nt eornm libidine obfecundaret, “it was a modeft a- 
s¢ dultery, fhe being deceived by bribes to yield to their folicitation.’t 
However erroneous this opinion is, yet it fhews Spondanas to be 


a kind and complaifant Cafuift, 


i I too 
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I too (the cry’d) from gloriqus Sidos came, — 
My father. Arydas, of wealthy fame; 
But fnatch’d by pyrates from my: native place, . 
The Taphians fold me to this man’s embsace. 
470 Hiafte then (the falfe defigning youth reply’d) 
Hafte to thy country; love hall be thy guide: 
Hafte to thy father’s houfe, thy father’s breaft, 
For ftill he lives, and lives with riches bleft. . 
** Swear firft (fhe cry’d) ye failors! to reftore 
475'* A wretch in fafety to her native fhore. 
Swift as fhe ask’d, the ready failors {wore. 
She then proceeds: Now let our compa& made 
Be nor by fignal nor by word betray’d, 
Nor near me any of your crew defcry’d 
@80 By road frequented, or by fountain-fide. _ 
Be Silence ftill our guard. The Monarch’s fpies 
(For watchful Age is ready to furmize) 
Are ftill at hand; and this reveal’d mutt be 
Death to your felves, eternal chains to me. 
48s Your veflel loaded, and your traffic patt, 
Difpatch a wary meflenger with hatte: 
Then gold and coftly treafures will 1 bring, 
Aad more, the infant offspring of the King. 


Him, | 
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Him, child-like wand’ring forth, I'll lead away, © * ° « 
190 CA noble prize!) and to your fhip convey. - 

Thus {poke the dame, and homeward took the road 

A year they traffic, and their veffel load. © 

Their ftores compleat, and ready now to Weigh, 

A {py was fent their fummons to convey; 
{95 An artift to my father’s palace came, | 

With gold and amber chains, elab’rate frame: 

Each female eye the glitt’ring links employ, 

They turn, review, and@heapen ev'ry toy. . 

He took: th’ occafion as they ftood intent, 
$00 Gave her the fign, and to his veffel went. 

She ftrait purfu’d, and {eiz’d my willing arms 

I follow’d {miling, innocent of ‘harm, 

Three golden goblets in the porch the found, 

(The guefts not enter’d, but the table. crown'd) 


t 


Ve $02. J follose’d fmiling, innocent of harm.] There is a little 
incredibility in this narration: for if Ewmans was fuch an infant 
as he is defcrib’d to be at the time when he was betray’d by his 
Phenician Governefs, what probability is there that he fhould be 
able to retain all thefe particulars fo circumftantially? He was not 
of an age capable of making, or remembring fo many obfervati- 
ons. The anfwer is, that he afterwards learn’d them from Leer- 
tes, who bought him of the Phanicians: and no doubt they told 
him the quality of Exmenxs, to enhance the Price and make the 

ter bargain. It is alfo natural to imagine, that Exmeas, when 
he grew up tomanhood, would be inquifitive after his own birch 
and fortunes, and therefore might probably learn thefe particulars 
from Leertes, Exffathias. 


Hid 
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$05 Hid in her fraudful bofom, thefe the bore:: | 
Now fet the fun, and darken'd all the fhore. 
Arriving then, where tilting on the tydes 
Prepar’d to launch the freighted veflel rides ; = 
Aboard they heave us, mount thei decks; and{weep. | 
$10 With level ogr.along the glafly deep... - 
Six calmy days and fix {mooth nights we fail, 
And conftant eve fupply’d the gentle gale. st 
The fev’nth, the fraudful wretch, (no caufe defcry’d) 
Touch’d by Digne’s vengefuligsrow, dy’d.. 
gis Down dropt the caitiff corf, a worthlefs load, 
Down to the deep; there roll’d. the future food 
Of fierce {ea-wolves, and mionfters of the flood. 
An helplefs infant I remain’d behind ; 
Thence born to Ithaca by wave and wind; 
$20 Sold to Laertes, by divine command, . 
And now adopted to a foreign land, 
| To 


wv. 53. Sis cakmy days, &c.] It is evident from this paf- 
fage, that.it is above fix days fail from Ithaca to Syres, tho’ at 
Sied with favourable winds. Dacier. 

V. $1g-. weeepcomeDiana’s vengeful arrewm——~e} I would jut 
obferve the poetical juftice of Homer, in the punifhment of this 
Phenician. Misfortune generally purfues wickednefs, and tho’ we 
efcape the vengeance of man, yet heav’n frequently overtakes us 
when we think we are in fecurity, and death calls us from oyr 
ampious acquifitions. roe : 

V. §21. And now rap that to a foreign land.| Homer has here 
Siven us an Hiflory of the life of Emmans; the Epifode contains 
2 near 


wee 
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To him the King. Reciting thus thy cares, 
My fecret foul in all thy forrows fhares: 
But one choice bleffing (fuch as Zove’s high will) 
$24 Has fweeten’d all thy bitter draught of ill: 
Torn from ‘thy country to no haplefs end, 
The Gods have, in.a mafter, giv'n a friend. 
Whatever frugal nature needs ‘is thine, — 
_.(For the needs little) daily bread and wine. 
$30 While I, fo many wand’rings paft and woes, 
Live but on what thy poverty beftows. | 
So paft ia pleafing dialogue. away a | 
The night; then down to fhort repofe they lay; > 
Till radiant rofe the mefienger of day. 
$35 While in the port of Ithaca, the band 
Of young Telensachus approach’d the land; 


near an hundred lines, and may feem entirely foreign to the ation 
of the Odyfey. 1 will nor effirm that it isin every refpe& to be 
juftify’d. The main ftory is at 2 ftand; but we are to confider 
that this relation takes up but fmall part of one leifure evening, 
-and that.the a@ion cannot proceed till the retarn of Telemachas, 
Ie is of ufe to fet off the charaCter of Eanseus, and fhew him to 
be a perfon of quality, worthy to be an agent in an Epic Poem, 
where every chara&er ought to be remote from meannefs: So 
the ftory has a diftant relation to the Odpffty, and perhaps is not to 
‘be look’d upon merely as an excrefcence from the main building, 
bura {mall projeGion to adorn it. 
" We $34. *Till radiant vofe the meffenger of dey.) This is 
morning of the thirty eighth day fince the beginning of the OA{/7. 
»Tis oblervable chat Zelemachas takes more time in his return from 
Pyles, than in failing thither from his own country; for —_ 
i ter 
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Their fails they loos'd, they lath’d the matt afide, 
And caft their anchors, and the cables ty’d: 
Then on the breezy fhore defcending, join 

440 In grateful banquet o'er the rofy wine. 
When thus the Prince: Now each his courfe purfue ; 
I to the fields, and to the city you. | | 
Long abfent hence, I dedicate this day 
My {wains to vifit, and the works furvey, 

$45 Expe&t me with the moro, to pay the skies 
Our debt of fafe retura, in feaft and facrifice: 
© Then Theoclymenus. But who fhall lend,’ 
Mean-time, prote&tion to thy ftranger-friend ? 
Strait to the Queen and Palace fhall I fly, 

$s0 Or yet more diftant, to fome Lord apply ? 

The Prince return’d. Renown’d in days of yore 

Has ftood our Father’s hofpitable door; 
No other roof a ftranger fhou’d receive,  —_— 
Nor other hands than ours the welcome give:, 


latter end of the fecond book he fets fail after fun-fecting, and 
reach’d Pyle in themorning: Here he embarks in the afternoons | 
and yet arrives not at Ithaca till after break of day. Thereafon of it 
is not to be afcrib’d to a lefs profperous wind, but to the greater 
‘compafs he was oblig’d to fetch, to efcape the ambuth of the fui- 
core. In the former voyage he fteer’d a dire& courfe; in this, he 
fails round about ta the north of Ithaca, and therefore waftes more 
‘time in his voyage to it, 


But. 
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$455 But in my abfence riot fills the place, 
Nor bears the modeft Queen a ftranger’s face, 
From noifeful revel far remote fhe flies, 
But rarely feen, or feen with weeping eyes. 

. Nocssmmm.et Exrymachus receive my guett, 

$60 OF nature courteous, and by far the beft; 
He wooes the Queen with more refpectful flame, 
And emalates her former husband’s fame: 
With what fucceds, ’tis Fove’s alone to know, 
And the hop’d nuptials turn to joy or woe. 


v. 561. He wooes the Queen with mere refpedful flame, 

And emulaces ber former husband's fame.] 
The words in the original are cdvocios yizyac te, which may 
either be render’d, to obtain the honour of marrying Venelope, agree- 
bly to the former part of che verfe; or it means that Ewrymachas 
has the faireft hopes to marry Penelope, and obtain the throne or 
yipas of Ulyfles. Hobbs tranflaces the verfe almoft obfcencly in 
the former fenfe : 


He bef loves my mothers 
And what my father did, wonld do the fame. 


The former in my judgment is the better conftruction, efpecially 
becaufe it avoids 2 tautology, and gives a new image in the fe- 
cond part of the verfe, very different from the fenfe exprefs’d in 
the former pare of it. But of all the meanings it is capable of 
I fhould prefer this; ‘“* That he courts her upon the moft honou- 
« rable principles, and feemsdefirous to have the honour of Us/- 
s¢ fes, by imitating his worth”; and this is agreeable to the cha- 
racter of Enrymachus, which diftinguifhes him from all the other. 
Suitors. 


% 


Vou. IVs . 3e Thus. 
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$65 Thus fpeaking, on the right up-foar’d in air 


The hawk, Apollo’s {wift-wing’d meffenger; 
His deathful pounces tore a trembling dove; 
The clotted feathers {catter’d from above 
Between the Heroe and the Veffel pour 


$70 Thick plumage, mingled with a fanguine fhow’r. 


Th’ obferving Augur took the Prince afide, 
Sciz’d by the hand, and thus prophetic cry’d. 
Yon 


y. $66. The hawk, “Apollo's fwift-wing’d meffenger.] The 
Augury is thus to be interpreted; Ubjfes is the hawk, the Sui- 
tors the pidgeon; the-hawk denores the valour of Ulyffes, being 
a bird o preys the pigeon reprefents the cowardice of the Sui- 
tors, that bird being remarkable for her timorous nature, The 
hawk flies on the right, to denote fuccefs to Ubffes. : 
‘Homer calls this bird the Meflenger of Apollo, not chat this au- 
gury was fent by that Deity, (tho’ that be no forced interpretati- 
on) bur the expreffionimplies, that the hawk was facred to Apollo ; 
as the peacock was to Juno, the owl to Pallas, and the eagle ta 
Fuoiter, Thus c#lian, anim. lib, 10. ¢. 144 ‘Atyvmlios rev tepaxe 
re Amchaave Tiyeay soixetos, Orc. and he gives the reafon of it,for the 
hawk is the only bird that is capable to bear the luftre of the 
Sun without inconvenience and difficulty; the fame is faid of the 
eagle, but this hawk is reckon’d to be of the Aguiline kind. Ic 
was ceith among the cZzyptians to kill this bird: becaufe it was 
dedicated to 4; ol-0. 

There is another reafon why any bird that was taken notice of 
by way of augury, may be faid to be the meffenger of Apollo: 
that Deity prefiding over divination. 

v. 571. Ta obferving Angur took the Prince afide.} The rea- 
fon why Tb-0:lymenus withdraws Telemachus, while he interprets 
the Augury, is not apparenr at the firft view; but he does it out 
of an apprehenfion left he thould be over-heard by fome of te 
company, who might difclofe the fecret to the Suitors, and fuch 
a difcovery might prove f.tal to his own perfon, or to the for- 
-gunes of Tcleonachus Enffashins. 

Yoa 
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‘Yan bird that dexter cuts th’ serial road, 
Rofe ominous, nor flies without a God: 

$75 No race but thine hall Ishaca obey, 
To thine, for ages, heav’n decrees the fway. 
Succeed the Omen, Gods! (the youth rejoin’d) 
Soon fhall my. bounties {peak a grateful mind, 
And foon each envy’d happinefs attend 


$80 The man, who calls Telemachus his friend. 


Then to Peirz4s mseeThou whom time has prov'd 

A faithful-fervant, by thy Prince belov’d! 

Till we returning fhall our gueft demand, 

Accept this charge, with honour, at our hand. 
$35 To this Peirens; Joyful I obey, 

Well pleas’d the hofpitable rites to pay. 

The prefence of thy gueft fhall beft reward 

(If long thy ftay) the abfence of my Lord. 


v. 581. Then to PeircusmmeThos whom time has prov’d, &e.} 
We find that Telemachus intended to deliver Theoclymenus to the 
care of Enrymachus : What then is the reafon why he thus fud- 
denly alters that refolution, and intrufts him to Peirews? This is 
‘occafion’d by the difcovery of the skill of Theuclymenus in Augu- 
ry: He fears left the Suitors fhould extort fome prediction from 
him that might be detrimental to his affairs, or fhould he refufe 
it, to the perfon of Fheoclymenus, Enfiathius. 


This boek comprehends fomewhat more shan the fpace of two 
days and one night; for the vifion appears to Telemachns a little 
before the.dawns in the night preceding the thirty fixth day, and 
he lands in Ithaca on the thirty eighth ig the morning. 
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With that, their anchors he commands to weigh, 

590 Mount the tall bark, and Jaunch into the fea, 

All with obedient hdfte forfake the fhores, 

And plac’d in order, {pread their equal oars, 

Then from the deek the Prince his fandals takes; 

Pois'd in his band the pointed jav’lin fhakes. 
og They part; while lefs’ning from the Hero’s view, 

Swift to the town the well-row’d gally flew: 

The Heroe trod the margin of the main, 

And reach’d the manfion of his faithful {wain. 
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The Difcovery of Ulyfles to Teles 
. ‘machus. | 


Telemachus arriving at the lodge of Eumeus 
fends him_to carry Penelope the mews of his 
return, Minerva appearing to Ulyfles com- 
mands him to aifcover himfelf to his fon. The 
Princes, who had lain in ambufb to seisshas fd 
Telemachus i” his way, their project beiug de- 
feated, return to Ithaca, 
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OON as the morning blufh’d along the plaing, 
Uly/fes, and the Monarch of the Swains, 

‘ Awake the fleeping fires, theix meal prepare, 

And forth to pafture fend the brifily care. 


The 


Vv. 2. Soos as the morning blufh'd along the plains, &c.] This 
Book opens with the greateft fimplicity imaginable, Diony/ins 
Halicarnaffexs quotes the fixteen firft Lines to this purpofe: The 
Roe, fays that Author, defcribes 2 low and vulgar action, yer ~ 
Sives it an inexpreffible {weetnefs; the ear is pleafed with the 
harmony of the Poetry, and yet there is nothing noble in the fenti- 
ments. Whence, continues he, does this arife? from the choice of 
the words, or from the placing of them? No one will affirm thae | 
it conhfts in the choice of the words, for the dition is entirely’ 
lowand vulgar, fo vulgar that a common Artificer or Peafant, who- 
never ftudied elocution, would ufe it in converfation; turn the., 
Werfes into Profe, and this will appear. There are no passer 
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5 The Prince’s near approach the dogs defcry, 


And fawning round his feet, cenfefs their joy. 
Their 


tions, no figures, no variety of diale&t, nor any new and ftadied 
expreffions. Where then is the beauty of the Poetry? It muft be 
entirely afcrib’d to the harmonious junéture and pofition of the 
words; and he concludes that the collocation of words has a greater 
ethcacy both in Profe and Poetry, than the choice. And indeed 
a judicious Difpofition of them (like what is feign’d of Minerva 
in this Book) makes a mean, deform’d, and vulgar period, rife, 
like Ulyffes from beggary, into pomp and dignity. This may be 
exemplify’d from the rules of mechanic arts: an archite&, when 
he gathers his materials for a building, has thefe three things chiefly 
in view: farft, with what piece of ftone, wood, &c..a correfpondent 
piece will beft agree: nexc he confiders their feveral formations, 
and how it will beft ftand in the ftru@ture; and laftly, if any pare 
of the materials fuits noc with the allotted place, he rejects it or 
new fhapes it, till ic agrees with the whole work: The fame care 
as to be taken by a good writer: he is firft toconfider what Noun 
or Verb is to be join’d to other Nouns or Verbs fo fitly, as nec 
pofbly to be plac’d more conveniently; for a promifcuous con- 
neting of words indifcriminately fpoils both Profe and Poetry: 
Nexc he corfiders the frame and turn of the Verb or Noun, and 
how it will ftand in the place he allots it; and if it fuits not ex- 
actly, he changes it, fometimes by varying the Numbers, fome- 
times the Cafes, and at other times the Genders: And laftly, if a 
word prove fo ftubborn as not to bend tothe levelof the period, he 
entirely reje&ts ir, and introduces another that preferves a due 
conformity; or at leaft, if an harmonious word be neceflary, he 
places it fo judicioufly between more agreeable and cuneful words, 
that their harmony ftealsaway our imagination from obferving 
the roughnefs of the others: Like wife Generals, who in order- 
ing the ranks of their Soldiers, ftrengthen the weaker files by 
fullaining them with the ftronger; and by this method render the 
whole invincible. See likewife Cap. 32. of Longinus, of the dif- 
pofition of words. ; + 

V. 3. mmmmmematheir meal prepare.) The word in the origi- 
nal is dpssev, which here denotes very evidently the morning re- 
paft: it is ufed but in one other place in all Homer in this fenfe: 
dkad, Lib. 24. V. 124. 


; "Beovpivas ixtrovre xed tyrvydlo apisey ‘ 
7 ut 


ee ee; eye ee 


Book XVI. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 57 


Their gentle blandifhment the King furvey’d, 
Heard his refounding ftep, and inftant faid: 


Som¢ 


But we are not therefore to imagine that this was an ufual meal; 
Homer in other places exprefles it by dizer, as is obferved by 
Athenens, Lid. 1. 

OF & apa dkiavoy trove’ cid oY auté Saphooovre. 


« Ar the dawn of the day they took repaft and arm’d themfelves 
* for battle’. The Greeks had three cuftomary meals, which are. 
diftinaly mention’d by Palamedes in ~Efchylas, 

“Apisty dbrwva, QspraQ’ asptiodas tire. 


Homer, adds Atheneus, mentions a fourth repaft, Lib, 17. of the 
Odrffey: 


ov db ipyte Susnshoas. 


This the Romans call’d commeffationem, we a collation, a repaft 
taken, as the fame Author explains it, berween dinner and fup- 
per; the word is deriv’d amd rig diane ofias, or the evening 
twilight. But Athenens refutes himfelf, 4b. 5. p. 193. I have 
already (fays he) obferv’d that the Antients eat: thrice a-day ; and 
"tis ridiculous to imagine that they eat four umes, from thele 
words of Homer, 


ommmmmney J ioyto dunnshoes, 


For that expreffion meant only that Esmens (hould return in. the 
evening, Ssiasvy drarpitac ypovor. But this is not the full impore 
of the word dtaasmeas, for it undoubtedly means, To take the 
evening repaft or fupper, as is evident from the conclufion of the 
feventeenth Book of the Ody/[zy: Return, fays Telemachns to En- 
mans, but firff take refrefoment; and Ewmans accordingly eats, and 
the Poet immediately adds, becanfe the Evening was come, or tmi- 
aude drieroy Hues. However in no fenfe can this word be brought 
fo prove that the Greeks eat four times in the day: but if any per- 
fon will imagine that it fignifies in that place an immediate meal, 
all chat can be gathes’d from it is, that Te/emachms ouc of kindnefs 

Cs po 
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Some well-known friend (Eumens) bends this way ; 
10 His fteps I hears the dogs familiar play. 

While yet he fpoke, the Prince advancing drew 
Nigh to the lodge, and now appear’d in view. 
Tranfported from his feat Exsseus {prung, 

Drop’d the full bowl, and round his bofem hung; 


Kiffing 


te Exmens commands him to eat before the ufual hour of repaft, 
before he leaves his palace: but Hefychins rightly interprets it by 
wo dunsver raakav ieBocoste that is, eating his fupper ; for as deiw- 
vov and cpssov fignify the dinner, fo d¥paov and d‘sasvcy denote the. 
time of fupper promifcuoufly. 

I will add no more, but refer the Reader for a full Explication 
of Ssimrvor, apssov and dwascr, to Lib. 8. Queftion 6. of Platarch’s 
Sympofiacs. 

v. 14. Drop’d the full bowl ] In the original it is, 
Exmaus drop’d the bowl as he temper’d ic with water. It was 
cuftomary not co drink wine unmix’d amongft the antients ; there 
was no certain proportion obferv’d in the mixture, fome to one 
veffel of wine pour’d in two of water, others to two of wines 
five of water. Humer tells us that the wine of Maron was fo. 
ftrong as to require twenty meafures of water to one of wine ; 
but perhaps this is fpoken hyperbelically, to fhew the uncom- 
mon ftrength of ic. The Lacedemonians us’d to boil their wine 
till the fifch pare was confum’d, and then keeping it four years, 
drank it; but fometimes the Grecians drank it without water (but 
this they call’d reproachfully exsexvBicas, or to ad. like a Scythian, 
from whom they borrow’d the cuftom.) It was ufual even for 
Children co drink wine thus temper’d, amongft the Grecsuns ; thus. 
in this Book Exrymachus 


een iT K J osvoy tp-Apéy. 
And Phenix in the 9th of the Iliads, {peaking of Achilles ; 


emoiVOY EMIT VON. 4 
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I$ Kiffing his cheek, his hand, while from hiseye_ : 
The tears rain’d' copious in a fhow’r of joy. 
As fome fond fire who ten long winters grieves,. 
From foreign climes an only fon receives, 
(Child of his age) with ftrong paternal joy 
20 Forward he fprings, and clafps the favourite boy: 
So round the youth his arms Ewmaeus {pread, 
As if the grave had giv’n him from the dead; 
And is it thou? my ever dear delight! 
O art thou come to biefs my longing fight! 
25 Never, I never hop’d to view this day, 
When o’er the waves you plow’d the defp’rate way. 
Enter, my child! beyond my hopes reftor’d, 
O give thefe eyes to feaft upon their lord. 
Enter, oh feldom feen! for lawlefs pow’rs. 
3° Too much detain thee from thefe fylvan bow’rs: 
_ The Prince reply’d; Exumaus, 1 obey; 
To feck thee, friend, I.hither took my way. 


At Athens there was an altar ere&ted to Bacchus tpSsce, becaule 
from thus tempering the wine men return’d spright or fober from. 
entertainments ; and a law was enacted by Amphitryon, and atter- 


wards reviv’d by Solon, that no unmix’d wine fhould be drank at 
any entertainment. 


Om 6. But 
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But fay, if in the court the Queen refide 
Severely chafte, or if commenc’d a bride? 


Vv. 33. if in the court the Queen refide 

Severely chafte, or tf commenc’d a bride? 
Flomer here makes ufe of a proverbial expreffion. It may thusbe 
literally tranflated, 


Or fay if obftinats wo more to weds 
She doome to [piders mets th’ imperial bed ? 


Telemachus means by this queftion, if Penelope be determin’d no 
more to marry; for the marriage-bed was efteem’d fo facred, that 
upon the deceafe or abfence of the husband, it remain’d unus’d. 

Exftathins quotes the fame expreffion from other Authors of 
Aniiquity; thus Hefied, 


Ex & clyion macelas apeywe, 


« You fhall clear the veffels from fpiders webs”; meaning 
that you fhall have fo full employment for your veffels, that the fpiders 
Shall no more fpread their looms there. And another Poet praying for 
peace, withes dries may weave their nets upon the foldiersarms ; 
Gripes trosatng elédwy tiphyny SuLaTTas, apeyvas trivysTas vinree 
vpaver ros cwrdoas. Thus we find amongft the Greeks it was an 
exprefhion of dignity, and apply’d to great and ferious occafions ; 
I am not certain that it is fo ufed by the Remans. Catalins ules 
at jocofely, {peaking of his empty purfe, 


: ey am tui Catnlli 
Plenns facculus eff arancayum. 


Planins does the fame in his A/xlaria: 


; anne guis aes anferat? an 
L Nam hic apnd nos nihil eff alind qneRi furibus, 
5 Isa Inaniis [unt opplets, atque arancis, 


Zam not doubtfy) if it be not too mean an image for Engilifh 
Poetry. 


Thus 
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35 Thus He: and thus the Monarch of the Swains; 
Severely chafte Penelope remains, 
But loft to every joy, the waftes the day 
In tedious cares, and weeps the night away. 
He ended, and (recelving as they pafs : 
40 The javelin, pointed with a ftar of brafs) 
They reach’d the dome; thedome with marble fhin’d. 
His feat Uly/es to the Prince refign’d. 
Not foeeumfexclaims the Prince with decent grace) 
For me, this houfe fhall fiad an humbler place: 
45 T’ufurp the honours due to filver hairs 
And rev’rend ftrangers, modeft youth forbears. 
Inftant the {wain the {poils of beafts fupplies, 
And bids the rural throne with ofiers rife. 
There fate the Prince: the feaft Essmseus {pread ; 


go And heap’d the fhining canifters with bread. 


v.43. Not fo (exclaims the Printt=_meem] Nothing 
can mere frongly reprefent the refpe&t which antiquity paid co 
ftrangers, than this condu& of Telemachns : Ulyffes is in rags, im 
the difguife of a beggar, and yet a Prince refufes to take his feat. 
I doubt noc but every good man will be pleas’d with fuch in- 
ftances of benevolence and humanity to his fellow-creatures ; one 
well natur’d action is preferable to a thoufand great ones, and Te- 
lemachus appears with more advantage upon this heap of hides 
and ofiers, chan a Tyrant wpon his throne. 


Thick 
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Thick o’er the board the plenteous viands lay, 
The frugal remnants of the former day. 
Then in a bow! he tempers gen’rous wines, 
Around whofe verge a mimic Ivy twines. 
45 And now, the rage of thirft and hunger fled, 
Thus young Uiyfes to Exnmeus {aid. 
Whence father, from what fhore this ftranger, fay ?. 
What veffel bare him o’er the wat'ry way * 
To human ftep our land impervious lies, 
60 And round the coaft circumfluent oceans rife. 
The {wain returns. A tale of forrows hear ;: 
In {pacious Crete he drew his natal air: 
Long doom’d to wander o’er the land and main,. 
For heav’n has wove his thread of life with pain. 


v. 52. The fragal remnants of the former day.) This enter 
tainment is neither to be afcrib’d to parfimony nor poverty, but 
to the cuftom and hofpiraliry of former ages, It was a common 
expreffion among the Greeks at tables leave fomething for the Medes 5 
intimating that fomething ought to be lefc for a gueft chat might 
come accidentally. P/utarch in his 7th Book of the Sympof. Quef- 
tion 3. coramends this condud. Enmeus (fays that Author) a 
wife fcholar of a wife mafter, 1s no way difcompofed, when Te- 
lemachas pays him a vifit, he immediately fers before him 


The frugal remnants of the former day. : 


Befides, the table was accounted facred to the Gods, and nothing- 
that was facred was permitted to be empty; this was another 
reafon why the Antients always referv’d part of their provifions, 
not folely out of hofpitality to men, but piety to the Gods, 


Sy 


Half.. 
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6s Half-breathlefs *fcaping to the land, he flew 
From The/prot mariners, a murd’rous crew. 
To thee my fon the fuppliant I refign, 
I gave him my proteétion, grant him thine. 
Hard task, he cries, thy virtue gives thy friend, 


72 Willing ta. aid, unable-to defend. 


# Casi 


v.70. Willing to sidy-———_—_emmnae} It has been obferv’d that 
Homer intended to give us the picture of a compleat Heroe in 
his two Poems, drawn from the characters of Achilles-and Ulyffes : 
Achilles has confummate valour, but wants the wifdom of U/yffes: 
Ulyffes has courage, but courage inclining to caution and ftratagems 
as much as that of Achilles to rafhnefs. Virgil endeavour’d to form 
a compleat Heroe in e4#eas, by joining in his perfon the fore 
ward Courage of Achilles with the wifdom of Ulyffes, and by this 
condu& gives us a perfe@ chara&er. The fame obfervation holds 
good with refpe& to the fubordinate charaGers introduc’d into the 
two Poems of the Jiiad and Odyffey; and makes an effential di* 
ference between them; Thus the Ziiad exhibiting an example of 
heroic valour, almoft all the characters are violent and heroic. 
Diomed, Ajax, Hector, &c. are all chiefly remarkable for courage : 
But the Ody//ey being intended to reprefent the patience and wif- 
dom of an Heroe, almoft all the characters are diftinguifh’d by 
benevolence and humanity. Telemachns and Eumens, Alcinonsy - 
Neffor and Menelaus are every. where reprefented in the mild light 
of wifdom and hofpitality. This makes-a continu’d difference of 
ftyle in the Poetry of the two Poems, and the charaéers of rhe a= 
gents in the Ody/fey neceflarily exhibit -leCtures of piety and mora-. 
lity: The Reader fhould keep this in nis view. In reading Ho- 
mer, the Ody{fcy is to be look’d upon as a fequel of the Iliad, and 

_ then he will find in the two Poems the perte&tion of human na- 
ture, confummate courage joind with confummate piety. He 
muft be an unobferving Reader, who has not taken notice of that: 
Vein of humanity that runs thro’ the whole Ody/fty; anda bad 
man, that has not been pleas’d with it. In my Opinion, Esmens. 
tending his herds 1s more amiable than Achilles in all his deftruc- 
tive Glory. There is fcarce a fpeech made in the Odyffey by En- 
mans, Telemackas ox Ulyffes, but what tends to the seiproreme? 

5. 
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Can ftrangers fafely in the court refide, 
Midft the fwell’d infolence of luft and pride? 
Ev’n I unfafe: The Queen in doubt to wed, 
Or pay due honours to the nuptial bed ? 
73 Perhaps fhe weds regardlefs of ber fame, 
Deaf to the mighty Uty/zan name. 
However, ftranger! from our graé receive 
Such honours as befit a Prince to give; 
Sandals, a fword, and robes, refpect to prove, 
So And fafe to fail with ornaments of love. 
Till then, thy gueft amid the rural train 
War from the court, from danger far, detain. 
’Tis mine with food the hungry to fupply, 
And cloath the naked from th’inclement sky. 
Sy Here dwell in fafety from the fuitors wrongs, 
And the rude infuits of ungovern’d tongues. 
of mankind: Ic was this that endear’d the Odyffey to the an- 
tients, and Homer’s fentexces of morality were in every mouth, 
and incroduc’d in all converfation for the berter conduét of hu- 
man life. This Verfe was thus apply’d by fome of the antients ; 


a perfon being ask’d what was the Duty of an Orator, or Pleadery 
anfwer’d from Homer, 


“Ardp amapuvactas ors Tig Mporepos Yaremnm 


In fhort, I wi not deny but that the Ziad is by far the nobler 
Poem, with refpect to the Poetry; it is fit to be read by Kings 
and Heroes; but the O¢sffry is ot ufe ro all mankind, as itteaches 
us to be good men rather than great, and to prefer morality to 


glory, 
For 
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For fhould’ft thou fuffer, pow’rlefs to relieve 
I muft behold it, and can only grieve. 
The brave encompafs’d by an hoftile train, 

9° O’erpow'r'd by numbers, is but brave in vain. 

To whom, while anger in his bofom glows, 

With warmth replies the man of mighty woes. 
Since audience mild is deign’d, permit my tongue 
At once to pity and refent thy wrong. 

Os My heart weeps blood, to fee a foul fo brave 
Live to bafe infolence of pow’r a flave. 
But tell me, doft thou Prince, doft thou behold 
And hear their midnight revels uncontroul’d? 
Say, do thy fubjeéts in bold faction rifg 

100 Or priefts in fabled Oracles advife? 


V. 92. With warmth replies the man of mighty wees.) ‘There 
is nota more fpirited fpeech in all the Odyffey than this of U/y/- 
fess his refentment arifes from the laft words of Telemachus, ob- 
ferves Exftathins : 


The brave encompafs’d by an hoftile train, 
O’erpow'r'd by nsmbers, is but brave in vain. 


He is preparing his fon for the deftru€tion of the Suitors, and 
animating him againft de{pair, by reafon of their Numbers. This 
he brings about, by reprefenting that a brave man in a good caufe 
prefers death to difhonour. By the fame method Homer exalts 
the character of Usffes: Telemachus thinks it impoffible to refift 
the Suitors, Ufffes not only refifts them, but almoft without 
affiftance works their deftru@ion. There is a fine contraft be- 
tween the try’d courage of Ulyffes, and the inexperience of Tele- 
WAC hRS, 


Or 
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Or are thy brothers, who fhould aid thy pow’r, 
Turn’d mean deferters in the needful hour ? 
O that I were from great Uy/es {prung, 
Or that thefe wither’d nerves like thine were ftrung ; 
1O$ Or heav’ns! might he return! (and foon appear 
He fhall, I truft; a Heroe fcorns defpair) 
Might 


v.16 


5° (and foon appear 
He fhall, I truff; a Heroe jams defpair.] 


Some antient Critics, as Exjtathins informs us, rejected this Verfe 
and thus read the paflage: 


"H wait tf 'Oducnoe apupovos mt xal avece ; 
"Aurin’ bart’ amr’ ipasio xelpn Telpecs dArCTpIOS Gat. | 
Then the fenfe will be, Ob that I were the fon of Ulyfles, or U- 
Iyfles kimfelf, &c. 
For, add they, if this Verfe be admitted, it breaks the tranf- 
ort of Usfzs’s refentment, and cools the warmth of the expref- 
3 Euffathius confeffes that he was once of the fame opinions 
bue afterwards feems dubious; for, continues he, Uses by fayings 
Oh shat I were the fon of Ulyfles, or Ulyfies himfelf, gave room to 


fufpe& that he was himfelf U/yffes; and therefore to efface this 
Impreffion, he adds with great Addrefs, 


: (and foon appear 
He fhall, I traf’; a Heree fiorns defpair) 


And by this method removes all jealoufy that might arife from 
his former expreffion. Dacier mifreprefents Exftathins; the fayss 
Il avoit donne lien a quelque fubcon gwil ne fuft veritablement Ulyf- 
fe; whereas he diredlly fays un vrowrwSit ors oduooeus éstv 0 AaH. 
acy, that is, * he ufes this Expreffion, that ic may not be fufpec-. 
« ted that he is Usfrs who fpeaks”: In reality he inferts thefe 
words folely to avoid difcevery, not judging it yet feafonableto re-. 
veal himfelf ta Zelemachns, much lefs to Eamang, 


Might 
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Might he retg@p, I yield my life a prey 
To my worft foe, £P that avenging day 
Be not their laft: but fhould I lofe my life 
_ 110 Opprefs'd by numbers in the glorious ftrife, 
| I chufe the nobler part, and yield my breath 
Rather than bear difhonour worfe than death ; 
Than fee the hand of violence invade 
The reverend ftranger, and the {potlefs maid ; 
I1} Than fee the wealth of Kings confum’d in wafte, 
The drunkards revel, and the gluttons feaft. 
Thus be, with anger flafhing from his eye; 
Sincere the youthful Heroe made reply. 
| Nor leagu’d in fa@tious arms my fubjects rife, é 
_ 120 Nor priefts in fabled oracles advife; | 
: Nor are my brothers who fhould aid my pow’s 
‘Furn’d mean deferters in the needful hour. 
Ab me! I boaft no brother; heav’n’s dread King 
Gives from our ftock an only branch to fpriag: 
124 Alone Laertes reign’d Arcefius’ heir, 
Alone Ulyffes drew the vital air, 
v. 108, Zo my worff foe] The words in Greek are oardrpied 
york of Denies Goragnes bine fs ually’ the mot qoncie 


enemies; This circumftance therefore aggravates the calamitye. 
Exfrathins 


And 


4 baal 
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And I alone the bed connubial prac'd, }- 

And unbleft offspring of a fire un&eft! 

Each neighb’ring realm conducive to our woe 
130 Sends forth her peers, and every peer a foe: 
‘The court proud Samos and Dalichinm fills, 

Aad lofty Zaciath crown’d with thady hills. 

Ev'n Ithaca and all her Lords invade 

Th’ imperial {cepter, and the regal bed: 

135 The Queen averfe to love, yet aw’d by pow’r, 
Seems half to yield, yet flies the bridal hour: 
Mean-time their licence uncontroul'd I bear; 
Ev’n now they envy me the vital air: 

But heav’n will fure revenge, and Gods there are, | 
440 But go, Ewmens! to the Queen impart 

Our fafe return, and cafe a mother’s heart. 


Yet 


Vv. 127, AndT alone the bed connubial gracd.] Homer men- 
tions but one fon of Uijfes; other authors name another, Arche- 
filans ; and Sophocles, Ewrylaus flain by Telemachus; but perhaps 
thefe defcended not from Penelope, but Concubines. Exftathias. 

V. 140. Bat go, Eumezus! to the Queen impart] There is no- 
thing more wonderful in Homer, than the diftribution of his in- 
cidents ; and how fully muft he be poffefs’d of his whole fubje&t, 
and take it in all at one view, to bring about the feveral parts of 
it naturally? Minerva in the beginning of the fifteenth Book com- 
manded Telemachns to difpatch Eumens to Penelepe, co inform her 
of his return. Here this command is executed: but is this all 

, the ufe the Poet makes of that Errand? Ie is evidence it is nor: 
This command furnifhes him with a natural occafion for the re- 
moval of Exmens while Ulyffes difcovers himfelf to Telemachus, 


But why might not the difcovery have been made before ai 
, ms 
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Yet fecret go; for numerous are my foes, 
And here at leaft I may in peace repofe. 
To whom the fwain, I hear, and I obey: 
g But old Laertes weeps his life away, 
And deems thee loft: fhall I my {peed employ 
To blefs his age, a meffenger of joy? : 
The mournful hour that tore his fon away 
Sent the fad fire in folitude to ftray ; 
o Yet bufied with his flaves, to eafe his woe, 1 
He dreft the vine, and bad the garden blow, 
Nor food nor wine refus’d: but fince the day 
That you to Pyls plow’d the wat’ry way, 
Nor wine nor food he taftes; but funk in woes, 
‘y Wild {prings the vine, no more the garden blows, 
Shut from the walks of men, to pleafure loft, 
Penfive and pale he wanders half a ghoft. 


r . 
a 


ws? It was fuitable to the cautious character of Uly/fes not to truf 
the knowledge of his perfon to too many people: befides, if*he 
had here reveal’d himbelf to Exmaaus, there would not have been 
room for the difcovery which is made in the future parts of the 
Odyffey, and confequently the Reader had been robb’d of the plea- 
fhre of it: and it muft be allow’d, that the feveral concealments 
and difcoveries of Uiffes thro’ the Odffzy add no {mall pleafhre 
and beguty to it, 


Wretched 
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Wretched oldman! (with tears the Prince returns) 

¥et ceafe to gomsumwhat man fo bleft but mourns? - 
160 Were every with indulg’d by fav’ring skies, 

This hour fhou’d give Ui/fes to my eyes. - 

But to the Queen with {peed difpatchful bear 

Our fafe return, and back with {peed repair: . 

And let fome handmaid of her train refort 
165 To good Laerses in his rural court. 


V. 199. Tet ceafe to go——mmemmyphat man fo bleft but mourns 7] 
Eafiathius reads the words differently, either axvipevoy wip, OF 
atxwycere, mip. If we ufe the former reading, it will be under- 

oed according to the recited tranflation; if the latter, it muft 
then be referr’d to Telemachus, and imply, /et «s ceafe to inform 
Laertes, though we grieve for him. 1 fuppofe fome Critics were 
fhock’d at the words in the former fenfe, and thought it cruel 
in Telemachws not to relieve the forrows of Laertes, which were 
occafion’d chiefly thro’ fondnefs to his perfan: Dacier is fully of 
this opinion: Esffathi«s prefers neither of the leftions: I doubec 


not but Hemer wrote av sroy mép ; this agrees with the whole 
context. — 


: Wretched old man! (with tears the Prince retsrns) 
Tet ceafe to gommmmeme what man fo bleft but mourns ? 
. Were every wilh indulg’d by fav’ ring skies, 
a = This hour fhould give Ulyfles to my eyes. 


And as for the cruelty of Telemachus, in forbidding Eumens to 
go to Laertes, there is no room for this objeGtien: he guards a~ 
gainft ic, by requefting Penelope to give him immediate informa> — 
tion; which might be done almoft as foon by a meffenger from 
her, as by Ewmens. Befides, fuch a meffenger w Laertes would 
be entirely foreign to the Poem; for his knowledge of the return 
of Telemachns could contribute nothing to the defign of the Od)f- 
fey; Whereas the information given to Penelope has this effect; it 
puts the Suitors upon new meafures, and inftru€&s her how to 
regulate her own condu& with regard to them; and therefore the 
Poet judicioufly dwells upon this, and pafles cver the other. 


hile 
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While yet he {poke, impatient of delay 
He brac’d his fandals on, and ftrode away : 
Then from the heav’ns the martial Goddefs flies 
Thro’ the wide fields of air, and cleaves the skies; 


x70 In form, a virgin in foft beauty’s bloom, 


Skill’d in th’ illuftrious labours of the loom. 


v.170. In ferm, 4 virgin] Some of the antient 
Philofophers thought the Poets guilty of impiety, in reprefenting 
the Gods affuming human appearances; Plato in particular (/ib.2. 


de anther fpeaks with great feverity. ‘ If a God (fays that 


s¢ Author) changes his own thape, muft he affume a more or lefs 


‘€¢ perfe&t form? undoubtedly a thape lefs perfe&; for a Deity, as 


¢¢ a Deity, cao want no pertection; therefore all change muft be 
« for the worfe: now it is abfurd to imagine that a Deity can be 


‘¢ willing to aflume imperfe&tion, for this would be a degradation 


<< unworthy of a divine Power, and confequently it is abfurd co 


« imagine that a Deity can be willing to change the form of a 


« Deity; it therefore follows, that the Gods enjoying a perfection 


-6¢ of nature, moft eternally and unchangeably appear init’. Ler 


‘no Poet therefore (meaning Homer) perfuade you that the Gods 


-aflume the form of ftrangers, and are vifible in fuch appearances. 


It muft be confefs’d, that if Plsto had thus {poken only co refute 
‘the abfurd opinions of Antiquity, which imagin’d the Gods to 


‘affume unworthy fhapes of bulls, dragons, fwans, gc. only to 


aabaige fome rape, or ation unbecoming a Deity, reafon would 
‘be on his fide: Buc the argument proves too much; fuppofes 
that a Deity muft lofe his perfections by, any appearance, but of 
a Deity; which is an error: If a God aés fuitably to the cha- 
rater of a God, where is the degradation? Ariffotle was of this 
judgment, in oppofition to his mafter Plato; and thought it no 
diminution to a God to appear in the fhape of man, the glory 
of the Creation: In reality, it is a great honour to Homer, that 
his opinions agree with the verity of the Scriptures, rather than 
the conjectures of Philofophers ; nay; it is not impoffible but thefe 
relations might be borrow’d from the facred Hiftory: ic bein 

amanifeft that Homer had been in so the native country o 

Mofes, in whofe writings there are frequent inftances of this 
mature. 


A‘ape 
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Alone to Ishacus fhe flood difplay'd, 
But unappareat as a viewlefs fhade 
Efcap’d Telemachus : (the pow’rs above 


173 Seen or unfeen, o'er earth at pleafure move) 


The dogs intelligent confefs’d the tread 

Of pow’r divine, and howling, trembling fied. 

The Goddefs beck’ning waves her deathlefs hands; 

Dauntlefs the King before the Goddefs ftands, 
Thea 


v. 176. The dogs intelligent confefsd the tread 
Of pow’r divine 
This may feem a circumftance unworthy of Poetry, and ridicue 
lous to aicribe a greater fagacity ro the brute creation, than to 
man ; bur it may be anfwer'd, that it was the defign of the God- 
defs to be invifible only to Telemachnus, and confequently fhe was 
vifible co the dogs. But I am willing to believe that there is a 
deeper meaning, and a beautiful moral couch’d under this ftory : 
_ And perhaps Homer {peaks thus, to give us to underftand, that the 
brute creation it felf confeffes che divinity. Dacier. 

v. 178. The Goddefs beck’ning waves her deathle{s hands.| The 
Geddefs evidently a&s thus, that Telemachus might not hear her 
fpeak to Ufffes ; for this would have made the difcovery, and 
precluded thac beautiful interview between Ulyffes and Telemachns 
that immediately follows. It is for the fame reafon that fhe con- 
ceals herfelf from Zelemachus, for the difcovery muft have been 
Sully and convincingly made by the appearance and veracity of a 
Deity’, and chen there could have been no room for all thofe doubts 
and fears of Zelemachns, that enliven and beautify the manner of 
the difcovery. The whole relation is indeed an allegory; The 
wifdom of Uy es (in Poetry, Minerva) fuggefts to him, that this 
is @ proper time toreveal himfelf to Telemachus; the fame wifdom 
(or Minerva) inftru&s him to drefs himfelf like a King, that he 
may find the readier credit with his fon: In this drefs he ap- 
pears a new man, young and beautiful, which gives occafion to 
Telemachus Co imagine him a Deity; efpeciaily becaufe he was an 


infant when his father fail’d to roy. and therefore though he now 
2 appears 
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180 Ther why (the faid) O favour'd of the skies! 
Why. to thy god-like fon this long difguife? 
Stand forth reveal'd: with him thy cares employ 
,  Againft thy foes; be valiant, and deftroy! 
Lo 1 defcend in that avenging hour, 
185 To combat by thy fide, thy guardian pow’r. 
She faid,; and o'er bim waves her wand of gold; 
Imperial robes his: manly limbs -infold: 
At once with grace divine his frame improves; 
| At once with majefty enlarg’d he moves : | 
190 Youth flufh’d his red’ning cheek, and from his brows 
‘A length of hair in fable ringlets ows; 
! His black’ning chin receives a deeper thade : 
| Then from his eyes upfprung the warrior-maid. 
The Heroe reafcends: The Prince o’eraw'd 
19$ Scarce lifts bis eyes, and bows as to a God. 


a 


Thea 


appears like Ubffes, Telemachus does not know him to be his fa- 
cher. This is the naked ftory, when ftript of its poetical orna- 
ments. - 

ov. 194 


The Prince o’eraw'd © 

Scarce fts his eyes, and bows as to a God.} 

I mutt offer a remark in oppofition to that of Dacier upon this 
place: “« This fear of Telemachus (fays that Author) proceeds from 
«<< the opinion of the Antients when the Gods came down vifibly ; 
«© they thought themfelves fo unworthy of fuch a manifeftations 
‘ee chat whenever it heppen’d, they believ’d they fhould die, or 
«© meet with fome great calamity”: Thus the Jfraelites addrefs 
Mofes; Speak thom toss, and we will hear, but ler not the Lord 
fpeak to ms, left we die. Thus alfo Gideon; Alas! O Lord, my God; 
* Vou. IV, D becanfe 
tot 
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Then with furprize.(farprize chaftis’d by fears) 
How art thou chang’d! (he cry’d) a God appears! 
Far other vefts thy limbs majeftic grace, _ 

- Far other glories lighten: from thy face! _ 
200 If beav’n be thy abode; with pious care... 
Lo! I the ready facrifice prepare: i) 2.2 
Lo! gifts of labour’d:gold adorn:. thy fhrine, 
To win thy grace, O:fave us pow’r divine! sj 


becaufe I have feen an Angel of the Lord face to face, and the Lord 
faid to him, fear not, thaw fhale not die. Hence it is very 
evident, chat this notion prevail’d amongft the J/raclices: But how 
does it. appear that: the Greeks held the fame opinion ?.. The con- 
trary is manifeft almoft to a demonftration :. the Gods are intro- 
duc’d almoft in every book both of the Miad and Odyffey; and yer 
there is not the leaft foundation for fuch an aflertion: nay, Teles 
machus humfelf in the fecond book returns thanks to Adincrve for 
appearing 20. him and prays fpr a fecond vifian, ) p) 3, |S 
O Goddefs! ‘who defending from the skies, 
' Von:hfaf'd thy prefimce to my linging eyes; _ 
Hear from thy heav'ns above, O warrior Maid, ~ °° 
_ * Defcend cnce more propitions ta my aid! 


It is not to be imagined that Telemachas would have preferr’d this 
prayer, #f the pretence pf the Deity denoted death, or fome grear 
calamity 5 and all the Heroes throughout the Lid efteem fuch in- 
tercourfes as their glory, and converfe with the Gods without any 
apprehenfions. « Buc whence then- proceeds this fear of Telemachns ? 
entirely from a reverential awe and his own modefty while he 
-flands.in the pee of a Deity; for fuch. he believes Usyffes. 
The words of [¢icmachus agree with his behaviour; he {peaks the 
language of a man in furprize: Ir is this furprize ag the fudden 
change of Ufyfes that firft makes hrm imagine him a Deity, and 
“ypon chat imagination. offer him facrifice and. ptayer; the whole 
‘behaviour patmrs the nature of man under furprizes and which 

- ranfports the Speaker into vehemence and emotion, =. 
. _ 8 . : s | Few 
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Few are my. days, Uyfes-madéseply,.-: 
20 Nor I, alas!. defcendent of rhe sky. : 
Iam thy father. O my fon! my fon! - 


That father, for whofe fake thy days -have run... -:-. 


One fcené of woe; to endless caras configwd, + ~) 

And outrag’d by the wrongs-of bafe mankind.‘ 
210 . Then. rufhing to.his arms; he kifs'd his boy 

With the ftrong saptures ofa parent’s joy. : 


Tears bathe his cheek, and tears the ground bedew: 


He ftrain’d him clofe, as to his breaft he grew. ' © 
Ah me! (exclaims the Prince with fond defire) 
21$ Thou art notemmsn0, thou can’ft not be my fire. : 
Heav'n fuch illufion only can impofe, 
By the falfe joy to aggravate my woes. 
Who but’a God can ghange the general doom; 
And give to wither'd age a youthful blooni > 
22.0 Late worn with years in weeds obfcene you- sed 
Now cloath’d in majefty, you move a God! 


 Forbear, be cry’d; for heav’n referve that name, : 


Give to thy father but a father’s claim: 
Other Uly/es fhalt thou never fee, 
22g 1 am Uyyfes, 1 (my fon) am He. | 
Twice ten fad years o'er earth and ocean toft, . 
Tis giv ‘a at length to view my native coait, . 


> Da Pallas; 
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With grace divine ; her pow’r admits no bounds: - : 
230 She o’er my limbs old age and wrinkles thed; 

Now. ftrong as youth, magnificent I tread. ” 

The Gods with caf frail man depref, or raife, 

Exalt the lowly, or the proud debafe.: 
He {poke and fate, The Prince with tranfport few, 


Pallas, unconquer'd maid, my. frame furrounds = - | } 


23$ Hung round bis.neck, while:tears his cheek bedew; 
Nor-lefs the father pour’d a focial flood ; 
They ‘wept abundant, and they wept aloud. 
As the bold eagle with fierce forrow ftung, - = ~ 
Or parent vultur, mournsher ravith'd young ; 
7 Oe 4 They 


Vv. 238. ds the bold eagim—emmene] This is 2 beautiful 
comparifon ; but to take its full force, it is neceflary to obferve 
the nature of this e4yn or usltar: Homer does not compare Uh{fes 
to thac bird merely for its dignity, it being of the Aquiline kind, 
and therefore the King of birds; bue from the knowledge of the 
nature of it, which doubles the beauty of the allufion: This bird 
ss remarkable for the love ir bears rowards its young : Tasring open 
her own thigh, fhe feeds her young with ber evn blood: Thus alfo 
another Author ; 


Tov penpov Wi uvoveee, Hpearaptyors 
Telraxros onxcis Zemrvpsos ret Beton. 


Femore exfetto, fangaineo laGis defluxm, faos fetus vefocillant, And ‘ 
the Egyptians made the vultur their hieroglyphic, to reprefent a 
compuaffionate nature. This gives a reafon why this bird is in- 
troduc’d with peculiar propriety tu reprefent the fondnefs of U- 
lyffes for Telemachns. But wheré is the point of the fimilicude ? 
Ulyffes embraces his fon, but the vultur 1s faid to mourn the lofs 
of her young: Esfathixs anfwers, that the forrow alone, and ve- 
as ° hemence 


~ 
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240 They cry, they {tream, théir unfledg’d brood a prey 
To fome rude churl, and born by ftealth away, 
So they aloud: and tears in tides had run, 
Their grief unfinifh’d with the fetting fun: 
; | a But 


hemence of it, is intended to be illuftrated y the comparifon; I 
think he fhould have added the affection Uiyffts bears to Te- 
lemachus. 

It is obfervable, that Homer inferts very few Gmilitudes in his 
Odffey, tho’ they occur frequently almoft in every book of the 
Iliad. The Odyffey is wrote with more fimplicity, and confequent- 
ly there is lefs room for alluftons. If we obferve the fimilies 
themfelves inferted in each Poem, we fhall find the fame diffe- 
rence: In the Iliad they are drawn from lions, ftorms, torrents, 
conflagrations; thunder, Gc. In the Odrffey, from lower objects, 
from an heap of thorns, from a fhipwright plying the wimble, 
an armouter tempering iron, a matron weeping over her dying 
husband, Gc. The Similies are likewife generally longer in the 
Tiad than the Odyffey, and lefs refemblance between the thing #- 
luftrated, and the illuftration; the reafon is, in the Zed the me 
litudes age introduced to illuftrace fome great and noble obje&, and 
therefore the Poet proceeds till be has rais’d fome noble image 
20 inflame the mind ~r the Reader; whereas in thefe calmer {cenes 
the Poet keeps clofer to the point of allufion, and needs only to 
reprefent the object, to render is entertaining: By the former con 
duG& he raifes our admiration above the fubje&, by adding foreiga 
embellifhments; in the latter he brings the cepy as clofe as pof- 
Gble to the original, ro poflefs us with a true and equal image 


it. 

It has been objefted by a French Critic, that Homer is blames- 
ble for too great a length in his fimilitudes, that in the heat of 
an action he ftops fhort,:and turns to fome illufton, which calls 
off our attention from the main fubje&. Tis true, comparifons 
ought not to be too long, and are not to be plac’d in the heat of 
an action, as Mr. Dryden obferves,; but when it begins to de- 
cline: Thus in the firft e4&xeis, when the florm is in its fury, the 
Poet introduces no comparifon, becaufe nothing can be more im» 
petuous than the ftorm it felf; but when the heat of the wan 
tion abates, then left we fhould cool too foon, he renews it by 
fome proper fimilicude, which oy keeps up ous stsention ee 

3 


24$ The Prince thys interrupts the folema woe. 
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But checking the full torrent in jts flow, -- ~~ i 


os _ What 
fixes the whole upon our miinds. The fimilitude before us is thus 
eesti at the conclufion of the Heroe’s lamentation, and the Poet 

y this method leaves‘ the whole deeply fix’d upon the memory. 
Virgil has imitated this comparifon in his fourth Georgic, bue 
very judicioufly fubftituted the nightingale in rhe place of the 
vultur, that bird being introduc’d to reprefent the mournful mu- 
fic of Orphens.’ oe 


Quakis popule2 merens Philomela fub ambra 
cAmiffos queritur fains qxos durns grater |, 
Obfervans nido inplames detraxit; ab iNa 

Files noBem, 8«. a oe 


Nothing can be fweeter than ‘this comparifon of Virgil, but the 


learned Haetins thinks he has found a notorious blander in it: 
This ‘nightingale (fays he)'in the firft line fits in the fade ‘of a 

oplar, and yet in the fourth-fhe mourns by night, fiee noclem. It 
#8 evident that Monfieur Huet miftakes the word smbra for the 
fhade of the tree, which it cafts while the fun fhines upon ir; 
‘whereas it only means that the bird fings fb feliis, or conceal’d 
an the leaves of it, which may be done by night as well as by 
day: But if it be thoughe that this is not a fufficient anfwer, the 
palfage may be thus underftood: The nightingale mourning un- 
der the fhade of a ponlar, ee. ceafes nor all night, or ft nociem ; 
that is, fhe begins her fong in the evening by day, but mourns 
all night. Eicher of thefe anfwers are fufficient for Vérgél’s vin- 
dication, | - | 

V. 245. The Prince thas interrapts the folemn woe.) Ic does 
not appear at firft view why the Poet makes Zelemachus recover 
himfelf from. his tranfport of forrow fooner than U*ffes: Is 


‘Telemachus a greater mafter of his pafhons? or is it ro convince 


Olyffes of his fon’s wifdom, as Eaffathias conjectures? this can 
{carce be fuppos’d, Ulyffes being fuperior in wifdom. 1 would 
chife rather to afcribe ic co human nature; for it has been ob- 
ferv’d, chat affeQion feldom fo ftrongly afcends, as it defcends; 
the child feldom loves the father fo tenderly, as the father the 
eh:ld; This obferyation has been made from the remoteft Anti- 
quity. And is is wifely defign’d by the great Auchor of our Na3 
tures; for in the common courfe.of life, che child muft bury the 
a ax’ parent ; 


~_ 
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What hip tranfported thee, O father fay, » 
And what bleft hands have oar’d. thee on the way? - 
All, all (t7ygés inftant made reply)’. | 
I tell thee all, my child, my only joy! 6. :. - 
2$0 Pheacians bore me to the port afflign’d,. 
A nation ever to the ftranger kind; — 
Wrapt in th’embrace of fleep, the faithful train 
O’er feas convey’d me to my native reign: 
Embroider’d veftures, gold, and brafs are laid 
_ 25 Conceal’d in caverns if the fylvan thade. 
Hither, intent the rival rout to flay 
And plan the fcene of death, I bend my way: 
So Pallas wills=-ebut thou, my fon, explain 
The names, and numbers of th’ audacious traing 
260°Tis mine to judge if better to employ 
| Affiftant force, or fingly to deftrdy. 


parent; it is therefore a merciful difpenfation, thet the tye 
of blood and affeétion thould be loofen’d by degrees, and not 
torn violently afunder in che full ftrength of it. It is expecid 
that aged perfons fhould die, their lofs therefore grows more fa- 
miliar to us, and it lofes much of its horror through the long ex- 
pettation of it. : . 

v. 250, Pheacians bere me to the port affign’d.] Here is a re- 
petition of what the Reader knows enrirely, from many parts of 
the preceding ftory; but it being neceffary in this place, the Poe 
judicioufly reduces it into the compafs of fix lines, and by this 
method avoids prolixity. Eaffathius, 


D4 O’er 


_ 
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O’er earth (retuypns the Prince’) refounds thy name, 

Thy well-try’d wifdom,- and thy martial fame, 
Yet at thy words I ftart, in wonder lof; 

265 Can we engage, not decads, but an hoft? 
Can we alone in furious battle ftand, 
Againft that num’rous, and detetmin’d band? 
Hear then their numbers: From Dulichium came 
Twice twenty fix, all peers of mighty name, 

27° Six are their menial train: twice twelve the boaft. 
Of Samos; twenty from Zacynthus coat: 
And twelve our country’s pride; to thefe belong 
Medon and Phemiss skill’d ia heay’nly fong. 


v. 268. Hear then their numbers, According to 
this catalogue, the Suitors with their attendants (the two fewers, 
and Medon, and Phemiss) are a hundred and eighteen; but the. 
two laft are nos to be taken for the enemies of Usffes; and there~ 
fore are not involv’d in their punifhment in the conclufion of the 
Odyffey, Emftathins. 

Spondanus miftakes this paflage egregionfly. 


Mido xipué xed Seles ciasds 


He underftands ic thus, « AMedon who was an Herald and a di- 
“© vine bard.” Praco saws gui Gr idem Maficus: Tis true, the 
éonftruction will bear this interpretation; but it is evident from 
the latter part of the 22d Ody/fey, that the KipuS and the ‘Aad 
were two perfons, namely, Afedon and Phemins: Medon ads all 
along as a friend to Penelope and Telemachns, and Pheminus is af- 
firm’d to be detain’d by the Suitors involuntarily, and confequent- 
Jy they are both guiltlefs. | : 


am, 
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Two few’rs from day to day the revels wait, 


275 Exact of tafte, and ferve the feaft in ftate. 


With fuch a foe th’ unequal fight to try, . 
Were by falfe courage unreveng’d to die. 
Then what affiftant pow’rs you boaft, relate, 
Ere yet we mingle in the ftern debate. 


280 Mark well my voice, Ulyfes Rrait replies: 


What need of aids, if favour’d by the skies? 

If fhielded to the dreadful fight we move, 

By mighty PaWas, and by thund’ring Fove. 
Sufficient they (Zelemachus rejoin’d) | 


285 Againft the banded pow’rs of all mankind: 


They, high enthron’d above the rolling clouds, 

Wither the ftrength of man, and awe the Gods. 
Such aids expect, he cries, when ftrong in might 

We rife terrific to the task of fight. 
| But 


v. 288. Sach aids exped?, he cries, when frong in might 
We rife terrific to the task of fight.) 

This whole difcourfe between U4yffes and Telemachns is introduc’d 
to prepare the Reader for the Cataftrophe of the Poem: Homer 
judicioufly interefts Heaven in the caufe, that the Reader may 
not be furpriz’d at the event, when he fees fuch numbers fall b 
the hands of thefe Heroes; he confults probability, and as the 
Poem now draws to a conclufion, fets the affiftance of Heaven ful! 
before the Reader. 

Ic is likewife very artful to let us into fome knowledge of the 
event of the Poem ; all care muft be taken that it be rather guefs'd 
than knowa. If ic be entirely sii the Reader finds nothing 

5 neve 
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290 But thou, when morn falutes th’ aerial plain, 


The court reyifit and the lawlefs train: 
Me thither in difguife Essmeus leads, 


An aged mendicant in tatter’d weeds. 
There, 


new to awaken his attention; if on the contrary it be fo intri- 
cate, that the event cannot poflibly be guefs’d at, we wander irr 
the dark, and are loftin uncertainty. The art of the Poet con- 
fifts not in concealing the event entirely; bue when itis in fome 
meafure forefeen, in introducing fuch a number of incidents that 
now bring us dlmoft into the fight of it, then by new obftacles 
perplex the ftory to the very conclufion of the Poem; evesy ob- 
ftacle, and every removal of it fills us with furprize, with plea- 
fure or pain alternately, and confequently calls up our whole at- 
tention, This is admirably defcrib’d by Vida, ib. 2. 


Eventus nonnullis [ape canendo 
Indiciis porré oftendunt in luce maligna 
Sublafiriqne aliggid dant cernere nods in ambrd. 


Th’ event fhould glimmer with a dubious ray, . * 
Not hid in clouds, ror glare in open day. 


-This rule he afterwards ifluftrates by a very happy Gmi itude. 


Hand alster longingna petit qui forte viator 

Mania, fi pofitas aitis in collibus arces 

Nance etiam dubias oculis videt, incipit wltro 
Latior ire viam, placidnmgne srgere laborem, 

Quam cum nnfouam nlle cernuntur gnas adit arcess 
Obfcserum fed ier tendit convallibus imis, 


The condu& both of Virgil and Homer are agreeable to this obfer- 
vation; for inftance, Anchifes and T¥refias in the thades, foretel 
c#ineas and Ulyffes that all their troutes fhail end profperoully, 
thac the one fhall found the Reman Empire, the other regain his 
kingJoms; but the means being kept conceal’d, our appetite is 
Yather whetced than cloy’d, to know by what means thele events 

are 
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There, if bafe.fcorn infult my rev’rend age, ~*~ 
29S Bear it my fon! reprefs thy rifing rape: | 

If outrag’d, ceafe that outrage to repel, 

Bear it my fon! howe’er thy heart rebeb 


are brought about: Thus, as in Vida’s allufion, they thew us the 
City at a great diftance, but how we are to arrive atit, by what 
roads they intend co guide us to it, this they keep conceal’d; the 
journey difcovers itfelf, and every ftep we advancé leads us for- 
ward, and fhews where we are to take the next; neither does 
the Poet direétly lead us in the ftrait path, fometimes we are as it 
were in a labyrinth, and we know not how to extricate our felves 
out of it; fometimes he carries us into by-ways, and we almoft 
lofe Gght of the dire& way, and then fuddenly they open into the 
chief road, and convey us to the journey’s end. In this confifts 
the skill of the Poet; he muft form probable intricacies, and then 
folve them probably; he muft fee his Heroe in dangers, and 
then bring him out of them with honour. ‘This obfervation is 
neceflary to be apply’d to al! chofe paffages in the Ody fey: where 
the event of itis obfcurely foretold, and which fome taftelefs Cri- 
tics have biam’d, as taking away the curiofity of the Reader by 
an unfeafonable difcovery, - 
Vv. 296. If omtrag’d, ceafe that outrage to repel, 
‘Bear it my fon! howe'er thy heart rebel. ] 

Platarch in his Treatife upon reading Poems, obferves the wif- 
dom of U/yffes in thefe inftrn@ions: He is the perfon who is 
more immediately injur’d, yet he not only reftrains his own re- 
fentment, but that of Telemachus:.He. perceives that his fon is in 
danger of flying out into fome paffion, he therefore very wifely 
arms him againft it, Men do not put bridles upon horfes 
when they are already running with full fpeed, bac they bridle 
them before they bring them out to the race: This very well il- 
fuftrates the condu&t of Usffes; he fears the youth of Zelemachns 
may be too warm, and through an unfeafonable ardour at the fight 
of his wrongs, betray him to his enemies; he therefore perfuades 
him to patience and calmnefs, and pre-difpofes his mind with ra- 
tional confiderations to enable him co encounter his paflions, and 
govern his refencment, 
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Yet ftrive by pray’r and counfel to reftrain 
Their lawlefs infults, tho’ thou ftrive in vain: 
300 Fer wicked ears are deaf to wifdom’s call, 
And vengeance ftrikes whom heav’n has doom’d to fall. 
* Mi-Once more attend: When * fhe whofe pow’r infpires 
merva, tana : | 
The thinking mind, my foul to vengeance’ fires; 
I give the fign: that inftant, from beneath, 
304 Aloft convey the inftraments of death, 
Armour and arms; and if miftruft arife, 
Thus veil the truth in plaufible difguife. 
| Fhefe glittering weapons, ere he {ail’d to Troy 
“© Ubyjfes view'd with ftern heroic joy ; 
310 * Then, beaming o’er th’ illumin’d wall they fhone: 
«¢ Now duft difhonours all their lufire gone. 
“ I bear them hence (fo fove my foul infpires)} 
*¢ From the pollution of the fuming fires 5 
| That inftant, from beneath, 
: Aloft convey the inftreanents of death. | 
Thefe ten lines occur in the beginning of the nineteenth book, 
and the ancients (as Exffathias informs us) were of feune that 
they are here plac’d improperly ; for hows fay they, fhould U/yfes 
know that the arms were in 2 lower apartment, when he was in 
the country, and had not yet feen his Palace? But this is no real 
ebjeStion; his repofitory of arms he knew was in the lower a- 
partment, and therefore it was rational to conclude that the arms 
were init. The verfes are proper in both places; here Ulffes 
prepares Ttlemachus againft the time of the execution of his de- 


figns ; in the nineteenth book that time is come, and theiefore he ~ 
repeats his inftructions. 


Vs 304. 


Left 
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_  ¢* Left when the bow! inflamies, in vengeful mood 
31$* Ye ruth to arms, and ftain the feaft with blood’; 
«« Oft ready {words in lucklefs hour incite 
*“ The hand of wrath, and arm it forthe fight. 
Such be the plea, and by the plea deceive: 
For ‘Yeve infatuates all, and all believe. | 
‘320 Yet leave for each of us a fword to wield, 


A pointed javelin, and a fenceful fhield. 
But by my blood that in thy bofom glows, 
By that regard a fon his father owes; 
The fecret that thy father lives, retain 
32 Lock’d in thy bofom from the houfhold train; 


Hide 


¥. 316. Ofreacy frords in lucklefs hour incite 
The hand of wrath, and arm it for the fight.) 
This feems to have been a proverbial expreffion, at leaft it has 
been fo ufed by latter writers: The obfervation holds true to this 
day, and it is manifeft that more men fall by the {word incoun- 
tries where the ifthabitants daily wear {words, thanin thofe where 
4 fword is thought no part of drefs or ornament. Dacier. 
V. 324. The fecret that thy fatier lives, retain 

‘ Lock’d in thy bofom 
This injunétion of fecrecy is introduc’d by Ubffes with the urmok 
folemnity; and it was very neceffary thac it fhould be fo; the 
whole hopes of his re-eftablidhment depending upon it: Befides, 
this behaviour agrees with the chara&ter of Usffes, which is re- 
markable for difguife and concealment. The Poet makes a fur- 
ther ufe of it; namely, to give him an opportunity to defcribe ac 
large the feveral difcoveries made to Penelope, Laertes, and Ex- 
manus perfonally by U@/ffes, in the fequel of the Odyff7y, which are 
no {mall ornaments to 1t; yet muft have been emicel: or have loft 
their effet, if the return of U/yffes had been made known by 
Telemachus; this would have been like difcovering the plot pe 
. ore 
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Hide it from all; ey’n from Enmens hide, 

, From my dear father, and my dearer bride. 
One care remains, to note the loyal few 
Whofe faith yet lafts among-the menial crew 5 

330 And noting, ere we rife in yengeance prove 
Who loves his Prince; for fure you merit love. 

To whom the youth: To emulate 1 aim _ - | 

The brave and wife, and my great father’s fame. 
But re-confider, fince the wifett err, 

337 Vengeance refolv’d ’tis dang’rous to defer: 
What length of time muft we confume in vain, 
Too curious to explore the menial train? 
While the proud foes, induftrious to deftroy 
Thy wealth in riot, the delay enjoy. 

340 Suffice it in this exigence alone 
To mark the damfels that attend the throne: ; 


an excellent rule to be o: ferv’d in management of all weighty 
affairs, the fuccefs of which chiefly depends upon fecrecy. 
"Ve 334. But re-confider The Poet here defcribes 
Telemachus reGtifying the judgment of Ubffes; Is this any dif- 
paragement to that Heroe? Ir is not, but an exact reprefentation 
of human nature; for the wifeft man may: reccive, in particular 
cafes, inftruétions from men lefs wife; and the eye of the un- 
derftanding in a young man, may fometimes fee further than that 

- of age; that is, in the language of the Poet, a wife and mature 
Ulfjes may fometimes be inftru&ed by a young and unexperienc’d: 
Telemachus. 


fore the beginning of the play. At the fametime this direionis | 


Difpers’d 
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Difpers’d the youth refides; their faith to prove 
Fove grants henceforth, if thou haft {poke from Fove. 
While in debate they wafte the hours away, 
345 Th’ affociates of the Prince repafs'd the bays 


Vv. 343° If thom haft {poke from Jove} The expreffion in the 
Greek is obfcure, and it may be ask’d, to what refcrs Ascs Tipas? 
Dacier renders its S’it vray que voms ayex vase Prodige; or & it it 
“¢ be true that you have feen a prodigy: ’? Now there is nomen- 
tion of any prodigy feen by Usy/fes in all this interview, and this 
ozcafi.ns the obf{curity: but it is imply’d, for U/yffes directly pro- 
mifes the affiftance of Fupiter; and how could he depend upon its 
buc by fome prodigy from Jupiter? Enjftathins thus underftands the 
words; Tipas, 8 & opcdecvos tpns aeevvlope Tov Ara neiv toiSose 
And then the meaning willbe, “If the prodigy from Jupiter be 
‘© evident, there is no occafion to concern our felves about the 
‘¢ houfhold train.” B+ then does not thatexpreffion imply doubts 
and a jealofy, chat Ulyits might pofhbly depend tco much upon 
fupernacural affiftance ? It only infinuates, that he ought to be cer- 
tain in the interpretation of the prodigy, but Tclemachss refers 
himfelf entirely to Ulyffes, and acquizfces in bis judgment. 

V. 345. Th” affoctates of the Prince vepufs'd the bay.| At is mas 
nifeft chat this veffel had fpent the evening of the preceding days 
the whole night and part of the next morning, in failing from 
the place where Telemachns embark’d: For it is neceflary to re- 
member that Ttlemachus to avoid the Suitors had been obliged 
to fetch a large compafs,; and land upon the northern coaft of 
Ithaca; and confequently the velly] was neceTeated to doubie the 
whole Ifle on the weftern fide uw) reach the Ithacan bay. This is 
the reafon that it arrives not tj}l ihe day afterwards, and chat the 
Herald difpatched by the afluciares of Telemachus, and Exumens from 
the country, meet upon the road, as they go to carry the news of 
the return of Telemachns to Penelope. It is likewile evident that 
the lodge of Ewmens was not tar diftant from the place; for he 
fets ouc toward the City after eating in the moraing, and pailing 
fome time in conference with Telemachss, delivers his meflagey 
and returns in the evening of the fame day. 


\ 
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‘With {peed they guide the veffel to the fhores; 
With fpeed debarking land the naval ftores; 
Thess faithful to their charge, to Clytins bear, 
And truft the prefents to his friendly care. 
350 Swift to the Queen a herald flies t’ impart 
Her fon’s return, and eafe a parent’s heart; 
Left a fad prey to ever-mufing cares, 
Pale grief deftroy what time a while forbears. 
Th’ uncautious Herald with impatience burns, 
355 And cries aloud, Thy fon, oh Queen returns: 
Eumaus fage approach’d th’ imperial throne, 
And breath’d his mandate to her ear alone, 


” v..355- And cries aloud, Thy fon, ob Queen, returns. | This lit- 
tle circumftance diftinguiffies charaCters, and gives variery to Po- 


etry: Ic is a kind of painting, which always varies its figures by 


fome particular ornament, or atticude, fo as no two figures are 
alike: The contrary condu& would make an a confufion both 
in Poetry and Painting, and an indiftin@ion of perfons and cha- 
raCters, I will noc promife that thefe particularities are of equal 
beaury, as necefliry, efpecially in modern languagues; the Greek is 
always flowing, fonorous and harmonious; the language, like 
leaves oftentimes conceals barrennefs, and a want of fruit, and 
tenders the fenfe at leaft beautiful, if not profitable; this is want- 

ed in fome degree in Englifh Poetry, where it is not always in 
our power to conceal the nakednefs with ornaments: This par- 
ticularity before us is of abfoluce neceffiry, and could not weil be 
avoided; the indifcrecion of the Herald in fpeaking aloud, difco- 
vers the return of Zelemachus to the Suitors, and ee the incident 
that brings abour their following debates, and furnifhes out the 
entertainment of the fucceeding past of this book. 
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Then meafur'd back the way====The fuitor band 
Stung to the foul, abafh’d,- confounded ftand ; _. 
360 And iffuing from the dome, before the gate, 
With clouded looks, a pale affembly fate. 
At length Esrymachus. Our hopes are vain 5 
 ” Telemachs in triumph fails the main. 
Halte, rear the maft, the {welling fhroud difplay; 
36$ Hafte, to our ambufh’d friends the news coavey ! 
Scarce had he {poke, when turning to the ftrand 
Ainphinomus farvey’d th’ affociate bands” 
Full to the bay within the winding fhores 
With gather’d fails they ftood, and lifted oars, 
370 O friends! he cry’d, elate with rifing joy, » 
‘See to the port fecure the veffel fly! 
Some God has told them, or themfelves furvey 
The bark efcap’d; and mesfure back their way. 
Swift at the word defcending to the fhores, 

37§ They moor the veffel and unlade. the ftores : 7 
Then moving from the ftrand, apart they fate, 
And full and frequent, form’d a dire debate. 

Lives then the boy? he lives, (4utinous cries} 
The care of Gods and fav’rite of the skies. 

380 All night we watch’d, till with her orieat wheels 

Aurora flam’d above the eaftern hills, 


And 
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And from the lofty brow of rocks “by day 
Took in the ocean with a broad furvey: 
Yet fafe he fails! the pow’rs cceleftial give 
385 To fhun the hidden {nares of death, and live. 
But die‘he fhall, and thus condemn’d to bleed 
Be now the fcene of inftant death decreed: 
Hope ye fuccefs ? undaunted cruh the foe. 
Is he not wafe? know this, and ftrike ‘the blow. - 
390 Wait ye; till-he taarms in council draws 
- The Grecks, averfe too juftly to our caufe? 


. ‘ 


Strike, 


v. 391%. The Greeks, averfe too jaftly to osr canfe.) ' This verfe | 


is inferred with great judgment, and gives an air of probability 
to the whole relation; ‘tor if ic be ask’d why the Suitors defer to. 
feize the fupreme power, and to murder Telemachns, they being 
fo fuperior in number ? -Antinoasthimfelf anfwers, that .they'fear 
the people; who favour the caufe of Telemachns, and would revenge 
his qnjuries: °Tis for this reafon that they form’d the ambufh. by 
fea; and for this reafon Av tinons propofes to intercept him in 
his return from the country: they dare not offer open violences 
and therefore make ufe of treachery. This fpeech of Antinous 
forms a fhort-under-plot to the Poem ; it givesus pain (fays En- 
ftathius) for Telemachus , and holds us in fufpenfe til the intima- 
cy is unravell’d by Amphinenms. S dane ee 

. The whole harangue is admirable in Homer: the diGtion is ex- 
cellently fuited to the temper of Antinons, who {peaks with pre- 
Cipitation: His mind ts in agitation and diforder, and confequent- 
ly his language is abrupt, and not allowing himfclf time to ex- 
plain his choughrs at full length, ‘he falls into ellipfes and abbre- 
Viations, For inftance, he is to fpeak againft Telemachus, but his 
contempt and refentment will noc permit him to mention his 
name; he therefore calls him rev avdp2; thus in geivrs naxdy pelos, 
Oid'csxa is underftood;. thus likewile in this verfe, 


os "Ad>,’ 


_ 
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Strike, ere the States conven’d the foe betray, 
Our murd’rous ambuth on the wat’ry way. 
Or chufe ye vagrant from their rage to fly - 
305 Outcatts of earth, to breathe an unknown sky ? 
The brave prevent misfortune; then be brave, - 
And bury future danger in his grave. . 
Returns he? ambufh’d we'll his walk invade; 
Or where he hides in folitude and fhade: 
400 And give the Palace to the Queen a dow’s, 
‘Or him fhe bleffes in the bridal hour. 
But if fubmiffive you refign the {way, 
Slaves to a boy, go, flatter and obey. 
Retire we infant to our native reign, 
40¢ Nor be the wealth of Kings confum’d in vain. 


"AAN' of 2Te mpiV HEiVey eeMpupizagDas avaiss 
"Ess etyophy - 


the word orc8peicauey, or avircer, muft be underftood, to make 
the fenfe intelligible. Thus alfo after ei d’ vuiv ad's v9es, agav- 
davis, to make ‘Arac in the next fentence begin it figniticantlys 
we muft fupply xai ¢ doxsi xarcy 6 geves; then the fenfe is com- 

leat; Zf this opinion difpleafe, and his death appear not hononrable, 

ut you would have him live, @&c. otherwife aara £srcoSs muft 
be conftru’d like fsacoSe dt ; and laftly, wo image the diforder of 
Antinous more ftrongly, Homer infers a falfe quantity, by making 
the firft {yilable in Zsaseds thore, Antiziems attends not, chro’ the 
violence of his {pirit, to the words he utters, and therefore falls 
anco this error, which excellently reprefents it. It is impoffible to 
retain thefe Ellipfes in the tranflation, but I have endeavour’d co 
fhew the warmth of the f{peaker, by putcing the words into Inter- 
rogations, which are always utter’d with vehemence, and figns of 


hurry and precipitation. 
Thea 
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Then wed whom choice approves : the Queen be giv'n | 

_ To fome bleft Prince, the Prince decreed by Heav'n. 
Abafh’d, the fuitor train his voice attends; 

Til] from his throne smsphinomus afcends. 


410 Who o’er Delichinm ftretch’d his fpacious reign, 


A land of plenty, bleft with every grain: 
Chief of the numbers who the Queen addreft, ~ - 
And tho’ difpleafing, yet difpleafing leaft. 
Soft were his words; his actions wifdom f{way'ds 


415 Graceful a-while he paus’d, then mildly faid.- 


O friends forbear! and be the thought withfood: 
’Tis horrible to fhed imperial blood! 
Confult we firft th’all-{ceing pow’rs above,: 
And the fure oracles of righteous Jove, 
Mf 


v. 413. And thi difpleafings yet difpleafing leaf} We are noe 
10 pee from this expreffion, that Penelope had any parducular 
tendernefs for Amphinomns, but it means only that he was a pere 
fon of fome juftice and moderation. At firft view, there feems no 
reafon why the Poet fhould diftinguith tmphinomns from the reft. 
of the Suitors, by Eiving him this humane cheraGer ; but in rea- 
lity chere is an abfolute neceflity for it. Tetemuachus is doom’d to 
die by Antinens: here is an intricacy form’d, and how is that He- 
roe to be preferv’d with probability ? The Poec afcribes a greater 
degree of tendernefs and moderation to one of the Suitors, and 
by this method. preferves Telemachas.. Thus we fee the leaft cir- 
cumftance in Homer has its ufe amd effe&; the art of a good 
rion is vifible in the fmalleft sketch, 4s well as in the largeft 

raughr. 

7 419. And the fure oracles of righteous Jove.}] ‘Strate, lib. 7. 
quotes this verfe of Homers and tells us that fome Critics thus reads 
Me “ 

Es 


“ee 


t 
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420 If they affent, ev’n by this hand he dies ; 
If they forbid, I :war not with the skies. 
He faid: The rival train his voice approv’d, 
And rifing inftant to the Palace mov’d. 


Arriv’d, with wild tumultuous noife they fate 
42$ Recumbent on the fhining thrones of ftate. 


——— < 


"Es pety x cas’vnccors Asie patyecdoro TopeSpor. 


preferring Topo to Séests; for, add they, Sésssse no where in 
Homer fignifies Oracles, but conftantly laws or councils. Tmarss 
or Tomaras was a mountain.on which the oracle of ‘Fapitcr ftoods 
and in procefs of time it was ufed to denote the Oracles. them- 
felves, Tépexpoc is form’d like the word ¢:xpés, the former figni- 
fies cuftos Fmari, the latter cuffos domhs: in this fenfe, Amphino- 
mus advifes to confult the Dodonean oracles, which were given 
from the mountain Tiaras: But, adds Strabo, Homer is to be under- 
ftood more plainly; and by Sésects, the Councils, the will and de- 
cifions of the oracles are ey for thofe decifions were held as 
athe thus san, as wells as Sésusts,. fignifies the Dodonsan O- 
Tacies. , _ = 


"Ex dpuis vfixoproso Asig Purdy tardxucas. . 


Neither is it true (obferves the Scholiaft upon Strabo) that Sépuste. 
never fignifies Oracles in Homer: for in the Hyinin to pollo (and 
Thucydides quotes that hymn as Hemer’s) the poet thus ules its 


 mmmmmmremmmanns'? eat ccdd St paisras 
Doifs" Arirrwver ; 
Strabo himfelf ufes Semsseéay in this fenfe, 4b, 17. and in the ora- 
cles that yet are extant, Sésecsusy frequently fignifies oracula red- . 
- dere: and in cHlian (continues the Scholiaft) lib, 3. chap. 43> 44 
¥ ct Seusswow, fignifies non tibi oracnla veddam; and Hefychias 
_ renders Siyuses, by Martie, xpho pact, Prophecy or Oracles, 


fa 'g 


” Then 


~ 
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The Medon, conf{cious of theit diré debates, > ~ 
The murd’rous council to. the Queen relates. . 
V. 426. Medon, confeios of their dive debates.|. After 


this Verfe Exffathins recites one that 1s omitted in moft of the 
lace editions «s Spurious, at leaft improper. ; | 


ea re 
“Auans &xrcs Sov, of bY ivdobs penriy Upasyor, 


That is, Medon was out of the court, whereas the Suitors form’d 
their council within it: The line is really to be fufpe&ed; for @ 
little above, Homer direé&ly cells us, that the Suicors lef the Palace. 


Then iffuing from the dome, before the gate 
With clouded looks, a pale affembly. fate. 


Ic is likewife very evident that they ftood in the openair, -for they 
difcover the fhip returning from the ambufh,: and failing into 
the bay. How then can it be faid of the Suicors, that they form’d 
their aflembly in the court, of d& ivdobs pntiy Upasyy, . Befides, 
continues Dacier, they left the palace, and placed themfelves under 


the lofty wall of it. 
Ex Sabor pesyctporo, mrapin fate. Teryiov dunn, 


How then is it poffible to fee the fthip entring the port,- when 
this wall muft neceffarily obftru& the fight? The two verfes there- 
fore evidently contradi& themfelves, and one of them muft confe- 
quently be rejected : the would haye the line read thus; _ 
‘"Aunne avec eco, os oY ex128s, Bc. 


a 


‘But all the difficulty vanithes by taking “Avah, as itis frequently 


ufed, to denote any place open tothe air, and sss a not 
the court, but the court-yard, and this is the proper fignification 
of the word. Then Medon may ftand on the outfide of the wall 
of the court-yard, 'Avans axrés, and over-hear the debates of the 
Suitors who form their council within it, or trdcOe pentiy Upasver. 
And as for the wall intercepting the view of the Suitors, this is 
merely conjeGture; and ‘tis more rational co imagine that the court- 
yard was open f-award, that fo beautiful a profpeé as the ocean 
mighc not be fhur up from the palace of a King; or at leaft, the 
palace might fland upon {uh an eminence as to command the 


OER. 
a Touch’d 


— 
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Touch’d at the dreadful ftory fhe defeeads; 2°.: 5° 
Her hafty fteps a damfel train attends, =: 9... ! 
42° Full where the dome its shining valves expands, 
Sudden before the rival pow’rs fhe ftands: 
And veiling decent with a modeft thade:.. .. ... 
Her cheek, indignant: to sdotineus faid, fle et 
- ‘O.void of faith! of all bad men the wort! 
. 435 Renown’d for wifdom, by th’abufe accurft! | 
‘Miftaking fame proclaims thy generous mind! 
Thy deeds denote thee of the bafeft kind. 
] Wretch! to deftroy a Prince that friendthip pives; 
‘While in his gueft ‘his mard’rer he receives: - 
440 Nor dread faperior Jove, to whom belong 
“The caufe of fuppliants, and revenge of wrong, 
Haft thou forgot, (ingrateful as thou art) 
Who fav'd thy father with a friendly. part? 
: Lawlefs he ravag'd with bis: martial pow'rs 
449 The Taphian pyrates on Thefprotia’s fhores; 
Enrag’d, his life, his treafatres they demand; ~~ 
Utyffes fav’d himn from th’ avenget’s hand. | 
| And 
‘ | : 
' 


447. from th’ avenger’s end] This whole 
pallice is thus underftood by Enftathins 5 By Swioy uroddtiras 
Homer means the Ithacans; and he likewifé affirms that the pco- 
Q ple who demanded vengeance of Uiffes were alfo the Ishacans. It 
‘5 not here tranflated in this ieale the conftruction rather requires it 

te 
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‘And would:thou evil for-his good repay ? . 
His bed difhonour, and his houfe betray? 
4s0 AMfiG his Queen? and witha murd’rous hand 
Deftroy his ?mmmebut ceafe, ’tis I command. 
Far hence thofe fears, (Eurymachus reply’d) 
O prudent Princefs! bid thy foul confide. 


‘Breathes 


co be underftood of the Thefprotians, who were allies of Ubffess 


and by vertue of that allrance demanded Expithes, the Father of 
Antinons, out of the hands of U/yffes. But Ifubmit to the Reader’s 
judgment. ne 

v. 449. His bed difhonour, and his bonfe betray? 

| AGE bis Queen, &e.] 7 

*Tis obfervable that Penelope in the compafs of two lines recités 
four heads of her complaint; fuch contra&ions of thought and 
expreffion being natural. to perfons. in. anger, as Eaftathins . ob- 
ferves; the {peaks with heat, and confequently ftarts from thought 
to thoughe wish prectpimarion. . The whole ‘fpeech is. animated 
with a generous refentment, and fhe concludes at once like a 
ag and a Queen; like a Mother, wie affeGtion for Telemachns ; 
and like 2 Queen with authority, wavoatas xsropras. 

Ve 452. posal yale reply'd).| This whole dif- 
courfe of Exrymachus is to be underftood by the way of contrarie- 
ty: There is an obvious and a latent Interpretation; for inftance, 
when he fays, | 


— aS vigh oe 
His blood in vengeance fmokes upon.my {pear ; 


it obvioufly means the blood of the perfon who offers violence to 
Telemachus; but it may likewife mean the blood of Telemachus, 
and the conftruétion admits both interpretations : Thus alfo when 
he fays, that no perfon fhall Jay hands upon Telemachas, while he 
is alive, he means that he will do it himfelf: and laltly, when 
he adds, | : : a ee _ 

Then fuer no mortal ant tf heav’n deftrey, = 

We muft refign; for Man is bern to die. 

: : ‘ : Pa ere we | 3s H 


: : the 
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Breathes there a man who dares that Heroe flay, 
455 While I behold the golden light of day? 
No: by the righteous pow’rs of heav’n I fwear, 
His blood in vengeance {mokes upon my {pear. ae 
Ulyfes, when my infant days I led, =, -- 
With wine fuffic’d me, and with dainties fed; 
460 My gen’rous foul abhors th’ ungrateful part, - 
And my friend’s fon lives deareft to my heart. 
a Then fear. no mortal arm: If heav’n deftroy, | 
We mutt refign; for man is born to die. 
_ ‘Thus fmooth he ended, yet his death confpir’d:, , 
_ 465 Then forrowing, with fad ftep the Queen retis’d, iL: 
| With ftreaming eyes all comfortlefs. deplor’d, 7 
| Touch'd with the dear remembrance of her Lord; 
Nor ceas’d, till Pallas bid her forrows fly, | 
And io foft flumber feal’d her flowing eye. 
470 And now Euameus, at the ev'ning hour, . 
Came late-returning to his fylvan bow’r. 


the apparent fignification is, that Telemachns has eceation only to = & 


fear a natural. death ; but he means if the oracle of Fapiter coms 
mands them ro deftroy Telemachus, that then the Suitors will 
take away his life. He alludes to che foregoing fpeech of Am- 
phinomns: 


Confautt we fixf. .th’-all-feeing pow’rs above, - 
And the fure oracles of righteous Jove. 


If they affent, ev’n by this band he dies; - 
Af they forbid, I war not with the skies. Enftathins. 
- VoL. IV. 7 E Uiyffes 
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Ulyffes.and bis fon had dee: with act 
A yearling boar, and gave the Gods their part, 
Holy repatt! That inftenc from, the skies: 
475 The martial .Gaddels to Uinfis fies: 
She waves her golden wand, and’ reaffumes 
From ev’ry feature every grace that blooms; 
At once his veftures change; at once fhe fheds 
Age o’er his limbs, that tremble as he treads. 
480 Left to the Queen the fwain with tranfport fly, 
Unable to contain th’tnruly joy. 
When near he drew, the Prince breaks forth ; proclaim 
What tydings, friend ? what fpeaks the voice of fame? 
Say, if the Suitors meafure back the main, 
435 Or ftill in ambufh thirft for blood in vain? | 
Whether, he cries, they meafure back the flood, 
Or ftill in ambuth thirft in vain for blood, 
Efcap'd my care: where lawlefs Suitors fway, 
Thy mandate bern, my foul difdain’d to ftay. 
But from. th’ Hermean height I caft a view,. 
Where to the port a bark high bounding flew; 


a) 


Her 


v. 490. Frem th Hermewn bei; Wmmmeneee |: It would be 
fuperfluous to tranflate all the various nop are of this paf- 
fage; it will be fufficiendy intelligible ro the Readers if he looks 
epon it oply to imply that there was an hill in Ithaca called the 
Hermean hill, either becaufe there was a Temple, Statue; or Al- 
cat of Mercury pon it; and fo called from that Deiry. Ie 


\ 
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Her freight a ‘fhining band: with martial air . 
Each pois’d his firield, and each advanc’d his fpear' 


Ic has been written that Mercury being she Mefienger of the 
Gods, in his frequent journeys clear’d the roads, and when he 
found any ftones, he threw them ia an heap out of the way, aad 
thefe heaps-were called fpyeasos, or Mercuries, The circumftance 
of his clearing the roads is fomewhae add, bot why might not 
Mercury as well as Trivia prefide over them, and have his images 
erected in publick ways, becanfe he was.fappofed so frequencthem 
as the meilenger of the Gods? be | 


This book takes up no more time than the fpace of the thirty 
eighth day; for Zelemachas reaches the lodge of Exmens in the 
morning, a little after he difpatches Exmans to Pemelopes who re- 
turns in the evening of the fame day. The book in general is 
very beautiful in the original; the difcovery of Uly/fes to Telema- 
chas is particularly tender and affecting: It has fome refemblance 
with that of Fofeph’s difcovery of himfelt co his brethren, and it 
may not perhaps be difagreeable to fee how two {uch Authors de- 
foribe the fame paffion. I am Jofephs I am your brother Jofeph. 


1 am Ulyfles, I, wey Son! am he!. . 
and he wept alond, and he fell ow his brother’s neck and wept. 

He wept abundant, and be wept clend. 
But it muft be own’d that Homer falls infinitely thort of Mofes: 
He muft be a very wicked man, that can read the Hiftory of o- 
feph without the urmoft touches of compaffion and tranfporc. 


There is a majeftick fimplicity in the whole relation, and fuch 
an affefting portrait of. human nature, that it overwhelms us with 


_ viciffitudes of joy and forrow. This is a pregnant inftance hew 


much the beft of heathen Writers is inferior to the divine Hifte- 
rian upon a parallel fubje&, where the two Authors endeavour 
to move the fofter paffons. The fame may with equal truth be 
faid in refpe& to Sublimity; not only in the inftance produced 
by Lomginns, viz, Let there be light, and there was fight. Let the 
earth be made, and the earth was made: but in general, in the 
more elevated parcs of Scripture, and particularly the whole book 
of Fob; which, with regard both to fublimity of thought, and 
morality, exceeds beyond all comparifon the moft noble parts of 


* 


- E 2. - And 


100 HOMER'sODYSSEY. Book XVI. 


And if aright thefe fcarching eyes furvey, 
495'Th’ eluded Suitors ftem the wat’ry way. ; 
The Prince well pleas’d ta difappoint their wile 
Steals on his Sire a glance, and fecret {miles. | 
And now a fhort repaft prepar'd, they fed, 
Til] the keen rage of craving hunger fled: 
$00 Then to repofe withdrawn, spart they lay, 
And in foft fleep forgot the cares of day. 
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Telemachus returning to the City, relates t6 
Penelope the fum of bis travels, Ulyfles ss 
conducted by Eumeus to the Palace, where his 
old dog Argus acknowledges bis Mafter, after 
an abfence of twenty years, and dies with joy. 

Eumaus returns into the country, and Ulyfies 
remains among the Snitors, whofe behaviour ss 
aefcribed. 
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OF THE 
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COON 288 storors, daughter of the dawn; 
S Sprinkled with rofeate light the dewy lawn; 
_ In hatte the Prince arofe, prepar’d to part; . 
His hand impatient grafps the pointed dart; 
§ Fair on bis feet the polith'd fandals fhiae, 
And thus he greets the matter of the {wine. _ 
My friend adieu; let this fhort ftay fuffice ; 
T hafte to meet my mother’s longing eyes, 
And end her tears, her forrows, and her fighs, 
. | But 
v. 8. J haffe to meet my mother’s longing eyes} ‘Phere ate 
two teafons for the return of Télemachus; one, the duty a for 


owes to a mother; the other, to find an oppertunity to put in 
B4 execution 
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10 But thou attentive, what we order heed ; 
This haplefs franger to the city lead; 
‘By publick bounty let him there be fed, 
And blefs the hand that ftretches forth the bread. 
To wipe the tears from all affli€ted eyes, 
ag My will may covet, but my pow’r denies, oe 
if 


te 2% 4 
execution the defigns concerted with Ufffes: the Poet therefore 
fhifes the {cene from the Lodge to the Palace. Telemachns takes 
not Usfes along with him, for fear he thould -raife fufpicionia 
the Suicors, that a perfon in a beggars garb bes fome fecret me- 

wit, to obtain the familiarjry ef a King’s fon, and this might be 
an occafion of a difcovery; wheseas when Usffes afterwards ap- 
pears amongft the Suitors, he is thought to be an entire ftranger 
to Telemachkus, which prevents all jealoufy, and gives them an op- 
tunity ro carry on their meafures without any particular ob 
rvation. Befides, Esmens is {tll to be kept in ignoranee conh- 
naar eo n of Ulyffes? Telemackns therefore gives him.a 
laufible reafon for bis return ; namely, that his mother may 20 
onger be in pain for his fafety: This likewife: excellently con- 
tributes to deceive Eamens, Now as the prefence of Usyffes in 
the Palace is abfolucely neceffary to bring about the Suiror’s de- 
firuGion, Telemachus orders Exmens to condu& him thither, and. 
by this method he comes as the friend and gueft of Eamens, not 
of Telemachas: Moreover, this injun@ion was neceflary: Eames 
was a perfon of fuch generofity, that he would have thought him- 
{elf obliged to detain his gueft under his own care and infpecti- 
‘on: nay, before he guides him cowards the Palace, in the fe- 
el of this book, he cells Uffes he does it folely in compliance 
with the order of Telemachas, and afts contrary to his own in- 
elinations. Poke | 
ye 14. To wipe the tears from all afflifed eyes 
: My will may covet, but my pow’r denies.) 
This might appear too free a declaration, if Telemachus had made 
it before he knew. UAffes; for no circumftance could juftify him 
for uGng any difregard coward the poor and ftranger, according 
-t0 the ftri& notions, and the fan@ity, of the laws of hofpitality 
amongit the ancients: bu tas the cafe flands we are not 7 wir 
Oc > 
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If this raife anger in the ftranger’s thought, 
The pain of anger punifhes the fault: 
The very truth I undifguis’d declare : 
For what fo eafy as.to be fincere? 
20 To this Usyfes. What the Prince requires 
Of fwift removal, feconds my defires. 
To want Kke mine, the peopled town can yield’ 
More hopes of comfort than the lonely field. 
| Nor fits my age to till the labour’d lands, 
 2g0r ftoop to tasks a rural Lord demands. 
. Adieu! but fince this ragged garb can bear 
So ill, th’ inclemencies of morning air, 
A few hours fpace permit me bere to flay; 
. My fteps Eumeus fhall.to town convey, 
30 With riper beams when Phoebus warms the day. 
Thus he: nor ought Telemachus reply’d, 
But left the manfion with a lofty ftride: 
Schemes of revenge his pond’ring breaft elate; 
Revolving deep the Suitors’ fudden fate. 


fhock’d at the words of Telemachus, we know the reafon why he 
thus fpeaks: Ic is to conceal Ulyffes. He is fo far from thewing 
any particular regard to him, that he treats him with a feverity 
in fome degree contrary to the laws of hofpitality; by adding, _ 
that if he complains of this.tard ufage; the complaine will noe 

redrefs bus encreafe his calamity. 


Ey Arriving 
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35 Arriving now befare tb’ Imperial hall, 
He props his {pear againft the pillar’d wall ; 
Then like a Lion o’er the threfhald bounds; 
The marble pavement with his &ep refounde: 
His eye ficft glanc’d where Euryalen {preads. — 
40 Wich furry {poils of beafts the {plendid beds : 
She faw, the wept, fhe ran with eager pace, 
And reach’d her mafter with a long embrace, 
All crowded round the family appears, 
With wild entrancement, and ecftatic tears. 
45 Swift from abowe defeends the royal Fair 3 
- (Her beauteous cheeks the blufh of Venus wear, 
Chaften'd with coy Diana’s penfive air) | 
v. 46, Her beanteens cheeks the blafh of Venus wear, 
Chaften’d with coy Diana's penfive air. } 
This defcription prefents us with a noble idea of the beanty and 
chaftity of Penelope; her perfon refembles Venus, bat Venus with 


she modefi air of Diana Dionyfius Halicarn. takes notice of the 
beaury and Joftnefs of thefe two verfes. ; 


*H So icy ix Seareiacoso asplppav Tina dorvece : 
"Apripads ixtan, 4 db Ypuet “Agpod¥re, 


“When Homer (remarks that Anthor) paints @ beautifel face, or 
an engaging objet, he- chufes che fofteft vowels, and moft fmooth 
and flowing femivowels: He never clogs the pronounciation with 

gouzh founds, and a collifton of untunable confonants. but eve 
fytlable, every letcer confpires to exhibsc the beauty of the obje& 
he endeavours to reprefent: There are no lefs than three and 
\ tbisry vowels an two lines, and no more than twenty nine con- 
, fonants> 


=w 
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Hangs o’er her fon; in his embraces: dies; 
Rains kiffes on his neck, bis face, his eyes: 


go Few words the fpoke, tho’ much fhe had to fay, 


And {carce thofe few, for tears, could force their way. 
Light of my eyes! he comes! unhop’d-for joy ! 
Has heav’n trom Pybs brought my tovely boy? 
So fnatch’d from all onr cares !==Tell, haftthou knows 
$5 Thy father's fate, and tell me all thy own, 
Oh deareft, moft rever’d of womankind! 
Ceafe with thofe tears to melt a manly mind, 
(Reply’d. the Prince} nor be our fates deplor’d, 
From death and treafon.to thy. arms reftor’d, 


60 Go bathe, and rob’d in white, afcend the tow’rs; 


With all thy bandmaids thank th’ immortal Pow’rs ; 


fonants, which makes the verfes flow away with an agecesble 
{moothnefs and hasmony. 

Penelepe, we See, embraces hey fon with the urmo% affection: 
Kiffing the lip was not in fathion in she days of Homer; No one 
remarks the Bilhop) ever kiffes she lip or meath. Penalepe here 

iffes her fon’s eyes, and his head; that is, his cheek, or peebaps 
forehead : and in the preseding book, embraces the- 
hands, eyes. and head of Telemachus. But for the comfort of rhe 
Ladies, I rejoice to obferve. that all thele were ceremonious kif- 
fes from a mother to a fon, or from an infesiog wa fuperior : 
This therefore is no argument that lovers thus embrac’d, nor 
ought it co be brought as a reafon why the ,prefent maaser of 
faluration fhould be abrogated. Madam Dacser has been fo tender 
as to keep it a fecret from the men, that there ever was a time 
in which the modern method of kiffing ‘was not in fashion; the 
highly deferves their thanks and gratitude fos it, ; 


E6 Fo 
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To ev'ry God vow hecatombs to bleed, 
And call Fove’s vengeance on their guilty deed. 
While to th’ afflembled council I repair ; 


65 A ftranger fent by Heav’n attends me there; 


My new-accepted gueft I hafte to find, 
Now to Pirass’ honour’d charge confign’d. 
‘The matron beard, nor was his word in vain. 
She bath’d; and rob’d in white, with all ber train, 
70 To ev'ry God vow'd hecatombs to bleed, 
And call'd Hove's vengeance on the guilty deed. 
Arm’d with his lance the Prince then paft the gate ; . 
Two dogs behind, a faithful guard, await: 


v. 65. A ranger font by Heav’n attends me there.) There is 
a vein of Gincere piety that runs thro’ the words and a@ions 
of Telemachus: he has no fooner delivered his mother from her 
uneafy apprehenfions concerning his fafety, but he proceeds co 
‘another a& of virtue toward Theeclymenns, whom he had taken 
into his prote€tion: He performs his duty towards men and to- 
wards the Gods. It is by his dire&tion that Penelope offers up 
‘her devotions for fuccefs, and thanks fer his return. Ir js he 
swho prefcribes the manner of it; namely, by wafhing the hands, 
tin token of the purity of mind requir’d by thofe who fupplicare 
‘the Deities; and putting on clean garments, to fhew the 
reverence and regard with which their fouls ought to be 
‘when they appear before the Gods. I am not fenfble that the 
lat ceremony i8-often mentioned in other parts of Homer; yet 
I doube not but it was praGis’d upon all religious folemnities. 
The moral of the whole is, thet piety is a fure way to vidtory : 
Telemachns appears every where 2 good man, and for this rea 
one at laft an happy one ; and his calamities contribute 20 

is glory. 


oboe 


Pallas 
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Pallas his form with grace divine improves: 
75 The gazing crowd admires him as he moves. 
Him, gath’ring round, the haughty Suitors greet 
With femblance fair, but inward deep deceit. 
Their falfe addrefies gen’rous he deny’d, 
-Paft on, and fate by faithful Mentor’s fide; 
So With Astipbus, and Halitherfes fage, 
(His father’s counfellors,.rever’d for age.) 
Of his own fortunes, and Uiy(es’ fame, 
Much ask’d the Seniors ; till on came_- 
- The ftranger-gueft purfu’d him clos’d behind ; 
85 Whom when Zelanachus beheld, he join'd. - 
He, (when Pireus ask’d for flaves to bring 
The gifts and treafures of the Spartan King) 
Thus thoughtful anfwer'd: Thofe we thal] not move, 
Dark and unconfcious of the will of Jove: 
90 We know not yet the full event of all: 
Stabb’d in his Palace if your Prince muft fall, 
Us, and our houfe if treafon muft o’erthrow, 
Better a friend poffefs them, than a foe: 
Af death to thefe, and vengeance heav’n decree, 
o$ Riches are welcome thea, not elfe, to me. 
Till then, retain the gifts.ame The Heroe faid, 
And in his hand the willing ftranger Jed. 


Then 
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Then difarray’d, the thining beth shey fought, 
With unguents fmeoth, of polifht marble wrought 5 
100 Obedient haadmaids with effiftant toil 
Supply the limpid wave, and fragramt oil : 
Then o’er their limbs refulgent sobes they threw, 
And frefh from bathing, to their feats withdrew. 
The golden ew’r a Nymph attendant brings, 
10g Replenith’d from the pure, tranfucent Springs 5 
With copious ftreams that..golden ew'r. pple 
__ A filver laver of capacious fize.. 
They wath: the table, *h fair ois Spread, 
Is pil’d with vieoda and the ftrength of bread. 
310 Full oppofite, before the folding gate; 
The penfive mother fits in humble ftate; 
Lowly fhe fate, and with deje&ted view 
The fleecy threads her ivory ‘fingers drew. 
The Prince and ftranger fhar’d the genial feaft, 
‘ST Till now the rage of thir and bunger ceaft. 
When thus-the Queen. My fon ! my only friend! 
Say, to my mrouraful: couch fhail I afcend? 
oe (The 


117. Say to Sacer eat: be.] Penelope had requef- 
ted Telemastrs v0 yive her an account of his sonee to Pyke, and 
of what he had heard concerning Ubffes. He there wav’d the 
difcourfe, becaufe the bad as was in pnblic with her female at- 
eendants: by this conduct the fay fuftains both their characters ; 


Penclge 
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.(The couch daferted now a leagth:of yearss. - 
The couch, for ever water’d with my tears) 
126 Say wilt thou not (ere yet the Suitor-crew: 
Return, and riet fhakes our walls anew) 
Say wil thou not the lea@ aceviine afford? 
The leaft glad tydings of my abfent Lord? 
Te her the youth. We reach'd the Pylian plains; 
12§ Where Nefor, fhepherd of his people, reigns. 
_ All arts of tendernefs to him are known, 
Kind to Ulyffes’ race as to his own; - 
No father, with a fonder grafp of joy, 
Straias to his bofom his long-sbfent boy. | we 
130 But all unknown, if yet Uyjés breathe, 
Or glide a {pectre in the realms beneath? 
For farther fearch, his rapid feeds tranfpore 
My lengthen’d journey to the Spertes court. 


| 


Penelope is impatient to hear of Ulyffes, and this agrees with the 
affection of 4 tender wife; bur the difcovery being unfeafonable, 
Zolemachus forbears to fatisfy her curiofiry; in which he aéts like 
a wife man. Here (obferves Ex/fathius) fhe gently reproaches 
him for not fatisfying her impatience concerning her husband 5 
She infinuates that it 18 a piece of cruelty to permit her ftill to 
| rievé, when it is in his power to give her comfort; and thie 
| anduces him to gratify her defires. Ec ought to be obferv’d, that 
Hlemer chufes a proper time for this relation; it was neceflary 
that the Suitors fhould be ignoranc of the ftory of Ulyffes; Tele- 
machus therefore makes it when they are withdrawn to. thet 
fports; and when none-were prefent but friends. ) 


: There 


/ 
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There Argive Helen I beheld, whofe‘charms> _ 
133 (So Heav'n decreed): ingap’d the Great in arms. 
My caufe of coming told,- be thus rejoin’d; 
And ftill his words live perfe&t in my mind. 

Heav'ns! would a. foft, inglorious, daftard train: 
‘An abfent Heroe’s nuptial joys prophane! 
2.40 So. with ber young, amid: the: woodland hades, 
A tim’rous hind the lion's court invades, 
Leaves in that fatal lair her tender fawns, 
‘And climbs the cliff, or feeds along, the lawas;: 
Mean-time returning, with remorielefs {way 
{145 The Monarch favage tends the panting prey::. . 


v. 134. There Argive Helen I beheld, whofe charms 
(So Heav’n decreed) Bic.) 

Enfiathins takes notice of the candid behaviour of Telemachus 
with refpe& to Helen: She had receiv’d him courteoufly; and he 
teftifies his gratitude, by afcribing the calamities fhe drew upon 
her country t6.the decree of heav’n, not to her immodefty: This 
is particularly decent in the mouth of Telemackus, becaufe he is 
now acquainted with his father’s return; otherwife he could not 
have mention’d her name but to her difhonour, who had beeh 
the occafion of his dearh. 


. v.138, Heav'ns! wonld a foft, inglorions, daftard train, &c.] 
Thefe verfes are repeated from the fourth Odyffey;- and are noe 
without a good effect, they cannot fail: of comforting Penelope, by 
affuring her that Usffes is alive, and reftrain’d by Calypfe involun- 
carily; they give her hopes of his recurn, and the facisfa&tion of 
hearing his glory from the mouth of Menelens, The concifenefs 
of Telemachns 18 likewife remarkable; he re-capitulates in thir 
eight lines the fubjet of almoft three books, the third, the four 
and fifth; he feletts every circumftance that can pleale Penclepe; 
and drops thofe that would give her pain. 


ae — With 
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With equal fary, and with equal fame, . 

Shall great Uiyfes re-aflert his claim. 

O Jove! Supreme! whem men and Gods revere; 
And thou whofe luftre gilds the rowling {phere ! 

10 With pow’r congenial join’d, propitious aid 
The Chief adopted by the martial maid! 

Such to our with the warrior foon reftore, 
- As when, contending on the Lesbian thore, 
His prowefs Philemelides confelt, 

1 $$ And loud-acclaiming Gregks the victer bleft: 

Then foon th’invaders of his bed, and throne, 
Their love prefumptuous fhall by death atone. 
“Now what you queftion of my antient friend, 
With truth I anfwer; thou the truth attend. 

160 Learn what I heard the * {ea-born Seer relate, 
Whole eye can pierce the dark recefs of fate. 
Sole in an Ifle, imprifon’d by the main, 

The fad furvivor of his num’rous train, | 
Uiyffis lies; detain’d by magic charms, 
169 And preft unwilling in Calypfo’s arms. 
' No failors there, no veffels to convey, 
Nor oars to cut th’ immeafurable way ocamene 
This told Asrides, and he told no more. 
Thence fafe I voyag’d to my native fhore. i, 


Ha 
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170 He ceas'ds wor made the penfive Queen reply, 


But droop'd her head, and drew a {ecret figh, 

When Theoclymenus the feer began : 

Oh fuff'ring confort of the fuffring man! 

What human knowledge could, thofeKings might tell; 


17 But I the fecrets of high Heav’n reveal. 


Before the firft of Gods be this declar’d, . 


Before the board whofe bieffings we have fhar’d; = * 


v. 172. Whee Theoctymenus the freer began, 8cc.9 Te bs with 
. great judgment that the Poet here introduces Tweoc/: i 

a perfon that has no dire& relation to 
yet becaufe he appears accidentally in it, emer unites him very 
artificially with it, that he may not appear to no purpofe, and as 
an ufelefs ornament. He hese fpeake asan dager, and what he 
utters contributes to the perfeverance of Penelope in refifting the 


addrefles of the Suiters, by efluring her of the remrn of Ubiffas 3 


and confequently in fome degree Thecclymenus promotes the prin- 
Cipal ation. But it msy be faid, if ic was neceflary that 

fhould be informed of his return, why does not Zelemachus 

ure her of it, who was fully acquainted with the trush? The 


anfwer is, that Penelepe is not to be fully inform’d, but onlyen- - 
sarah Spa by ag hope: Zheulymenus fpeeks from his art, ~— 


which may poffibly be liable to error; but Zelemachns mult have 
fpoken from knowledge, which would have been contrary cw the 
injunGions of Ulyfs, and might have prov’d fatal by an unfea- 
fonabile difcovery : It was therefure judicious in the Poet te put 
the affurance of the return of U&fes into the mouth of 
mrenns, and not of Telemachns. 
There is an expreffion m this fpeech, which in the Greek is 
. remarkable; literally it is to be render’d, Ulyffes is mow fitting or 
creeping im Irhace, aycwec 5 some; that is, Ulyffts is rerurn’d and 
concea)’d: Ic is taken from the pofture of a perfon in the a& of 
endeavouring to hide himfelf: he fs down or creeps upon the 
+ i Enflachins explains it by xpiga, xas g xat’ cpSov Bae 
iGave | 


Witnefs 


lymenas; heis - 
the flory of the Odyfo,g 


ee ee 


eed 


aap gene 
cs SN ee 


Book XVH. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 115 


Witnefs the genial rites, and -witnefs all 
This howfe: holds facred in her ‘anvple wall ! 
180 Ev’n now this inftant, preat Ulyfes lay'd 
At reft, or wand'sing in ‘bis country’s fhade, 
Their guilty deeds, in hearing, and im view 
Secret revolves; and plans the vengeance due. 
Of this fure Auguries ‘the Gods beftow’d, 
185 When firft our veffel anchor’d in your road. 
Succeed thofe omens Heav’n! (che Queen rejoin’d) 
- So thall our bounties fpeak a grateful mind; 
And ev’ry envy’d happinefs attend 
The man, who calls Penelope his friend. 7 
590 Thus commun’d they : while in the marble court 
(Scene of their infoleace) the Lords refort ; 
Athwart the {pacious {quare each tries his art. 
To whirl the disk, or aim the miffile dart. 


. $94. auussssmmmsgach tries hit avt 
; . Fo whirl she disk, or-aim the miffile dart.] 
Huftathios vemarks, thar tho’ the Soitors were abandon’d to lux- 
Vice, and intemperance, yet they exercife themfelves in lau- 
.dable Spores: They tofs the quoit, or throw the javelin, which 
‘ate both hereic diverfions, and form the body inro ftrength and 
a&iivity. ‘This ts owing to the virtue of the age, noc the per- 
fons: fuch fporcs were fethionable, and therefore uled by the 
Suicors, and not becaufe they were heroic. wever they may 
inftru& us never to give our felves up to idlenefs and inafian ; 
Sut to make our wery diverfions fubfervient to nobler views, and 
turn a pleafure into @ virmne. : 


| | Now 
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Now did the hour of {weet repaft arrive, 
T9$And from the field the victim flocks they drive: 
Medon the herald (one who pleas’d them beft, 
And honour'd with a postion of their feaft) . 

To bid the banquet interrupts their play. 
Swift to the hall they hafte; afide they lay 
200 Their garments, and fuccinét, the victims flay. 
Then theep and goats and briftly porkers bled, 
And the proud fteer was o’er the marble {pread.. 
While thus the copious banquet they provides 
Along the road converfing fide by fide, 
2OsProceed Ubfes and the faithful fwain: 
When thus Ewmews gen’rous and. humane... 


v. 196. Medon the herald, one’ whe pleas’d them bef.) We 
may obferve that the chara&ter of Adedon is very particular; -he 
is at the fame time a favourite of the Suicors, and Telemachns, per 
fons entirely oppofite in cheir interefts. It feldom happens that 
any man can pleafe two parties, withour a@ing an infincere part: 
Atticus was indeed equally acceptable to the two faGtions of Ca- | 
far and Pompey, but it was becaufe he {eem’d neutral, and afted 
as if they were both hie friends; or rather he .was a man of fach 

inent virtues, that they efleem’d iz an honopr to have him 
thought their friend. Homer every where reprefents Adeden as @ 
pe on of ipa idle he is artful, bur not criminal: no.doube buc 

e made all compliances, that confifled with probity, with the 
Suicor’s difpofitions; by this method he fav’d Penelepe more ef- 
feftually than if he had fhew’d a more rigid virtue, He made 

_ himfelt mafter of their hearts by an infinuating behaviour, and 
was a fpy upon their actions. Exffathins compares him to a bus- 
_kin that fits both legs, dsr vse KeBopyee; he feems to have. bees 
“an Anti-Cato, and practis’d a virtuous gayery. 


é 
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To town, obfervant of our Lord’s beheft, 

Now let us {peed; my friend, no ‘more my gueft! - 

Yet like my {elf I with’d thee here prefecr'd, 

1O Guard of the flock, or keeper of the herd. 

But much to saife my matter’s wrath I fear 3 

The wrath of Princes ever is fevere. 

Then heed his will, and be our journey made ¥. 

While the broad beams of Phabus are difplay’d, 

ry Or ere brown ev’ning fpreads her chilly fhade. - 
Ju&t thy advice, (the prudent Chief rejoin’d) 

And fuch as fuits the dictate of my mind. - 

Lead on: but help me to fome ftaff to flay . 

_ My feeble ftep, fince rugged is the way. 


‘y, 210, Gaard of the flack, or keeper of the herd] Such little. 


traits as chefe are very delightful; for the Reader knowing 
that the perfon to whom this offer is made, is Ulyffes, cannot 
fail of being diverted to fee the honeft and loyal Esmnens. promi- 
fing to make his mafter and King the keeper of his herds or 
» sad ysov, and chis is offer’d asa piece of good fortune or. 
dignity, Pe hase : 
V. 21 fcnepemeen Eve ev’ning fpreads ber mpd Shade] Enffa~ 
thias gathers from thefe words, that the time of che aGion of the 
Odyffzy was in the end of aucumpn, or beginning of winter, when’ 
the mornings and evenings are cold; Thus U/{/2s, in the begin- 
ning of this book, makes the coldnefs of the morning an excufe: 
for not going with Telemachas; his rags being but an ill defenfe. 
againft ic: and here Exmans mentions the coldnefs ef the even-' 
ing, @s a reafon why they fheuld begin their journey in the heat: 
of che day; fo that ic was now probably about cen of che clocks: 
and they arrive at Ithaca at noon: from hence we may. conjeftures' 
shac che lodge of Exmens was five or &x miles from the city; 
that is, about a two hours walk. 


Acrofs 
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220 Acrofs his thoulders,. then, the {crip le flung, 


Wide patclyd, and faiten’d: by: 2 twifted thong, 

A ftaff Eumens gave. “Along the way 

Chearly they. fare: Behind, the keepers flay; 

Thefe with their watchful degs (a conftant guard) © 


225 Supply his abfence, and attend the herd. 


And now his city firikes the Monarch’s eyes,’ 
Alas! how chang’d! a man of miferies; 
Propt on a ftaff, a beggar old and bare, 
In rags dithoneft flutt’ring with the air! 


23° Now pafs'd the rugged road, they journey down 


The cavern’d way: defcending to the town, 


v. 224. Thefe with their watchful dogs It i8 cer= 
tain that if thefe litcle particulars had been omitted, there would 
lave been no chafm im the conneion; why then does Homer 
infert fech circumitances unneceflarily, which it muft be allowed 


are of no importance, and add nothing to the perfeétion of the. 


ftory ? nay. they are fuch as may be thought crivial, and unwor- 
hy the dignity of Epic Poetry. But, ‘as Dacier very well ob- 
ferves, they are a kind of painting: Were a Painter to draw 
this fubje&t, he would undoubtedly infert into the piece thefe 
hesdfmen and dogs after the seanner of Homer ;. they are natural 
ornaments, and confequently are no difgrace either to the Poet 
oc the Pasncer. 

-It.is obfervable that Homer gives us an exs& draught of the 
country ; he fets before us, as in a pifture, the city, the circulae 
grove of poplars adjacent, the fountain falling from a rock, and 
the Altar facred to the Nymphs, eretted.on the point of it. We 
are as it were tranfported into Ithaca, and travel with Ulpffte 
and: Eemass : Homer verihes the obfervation of Horace above ail 
Peets; namely, thar Poetry is Painting. . : 


Where, 
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- Where, from the rock, with Hquid lapie diffills. 
A limpid fount; that fpread in parting rills 
Its current thence to ferve the city brings: 
239 An ufeful work! adern’d by antient Kings. 
Neritus, Ithacus, Polyéter there 
In f{culptur’d ftone invmeortaliz'd their care, 
In marble arns receiv'd it from above, 
And fhaded with a green. furrounding proves 
240 Where filver alders, in high arches: twin’d, 
_ Drink the cool ftream, and tremble to the wind. 
Beneath, fequefter’d to the nymphs, is {een 
A moffie altar, deep embower'd in green; 
Where conftant vows by travellers are pay’d, 
245 Aad holy horrors folemnize the thade, 
Here with his goats, (not vow’d to facred flame, _ 
But pamper’d luxury) Séelanthins came; 


v. 236. Neritas, Ishatns, Polyor ] Public bene- 
fections demand oublic honours and acknowledgments; for this 
reafon Homer makes an honourable mention of thefe three bro- 
thers. Ithaca was a {mall Iffand, and defticute of plenty of 

_freth water; this fountain therefore was a public geod to the 

whole region about it; and has given immertaliry to the Authors 
of it. They were the fons of Prerelans (as Eaffathins informs 
us) Ithacus gave name to the country, Nerites co a mountains 
and Poly@or to a place call’d Polyerinm. , 


Two 
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Two grooms attend him. With an envious look 
He ey’d the ftranger, and imperious {poke. 


2$0 The good old proverb how this pair fulfill! 


One rogue is ufher to another fill. 

Heav’n with a fecret principle indu’d 

Mankind, to feek their own fimilitude. 

Where goes the {wine-herd with that ill-look’d gueft? 


“25 That giant-glucton, dreadful at a feaft! 


Full many a poft have thofe broad fhoulders worn, 
From ev'ry great man’s gate repuls’d with {corn? . 
To no brave prize afpir’d the worthlefs {wain, © 
"Twas but for {craps be ask’d, and ask’d in vaine 
: ee 


v. 258. To no brave prixe afpir’d the werthlefs fwain, 
.. | "Twas but for rope he ask’d, and pie in vain. | 

Dacier is very Gngular in ber interpretation of this paflage: She 
imagines it has a reference to the games pradtis’d amongf che 
Suitors, and co the rewards of the victors, which were ufually 

_ Tripods and beautiful captives. “ Thinkeft thou (fays Melanthi. 
* ¢¢ ws) chat this begpar will obtain the viGory in our f{ports, and 
' & that they, will give him as the reward of his valour, fome besu- 
‘¢ ciful fave, or fome precious Tripod ?”” But in Himer there is. 
nothing that gives the leaft countenance to this explication: He 
thus literally {peaks: This fellow dy going from door to door will 
mect with correction, while he begs meanly for a few fcraps, mot for 
things of price, {uch as a captive or Tripod. Enfiathins explains it- 
as {poken in contempt of Ubffes; that he appears to be fuch a- 
vile perfon, as to have no ambition or hope to expe& any thing 
betrer chan a few f{craps, nor to afpire ro the rewards of nobler, 
ftrangers, fuch as captives or Tripods. “Axoao, fays the fame Au- 
thor, are the minuteft crumbs of bread, opunpiraros fopecs, I am 
perfuaded, that the Reader will fub{cribe ro the judgment of Ee- 
Sashias, if he confiders the confilrudtion, and that acpac 27 re 
3 wre 
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260 To beg, than work, he better underftands; 
Or we perbeps might take bim off thy hands, 
For any office could the flave be good, 
~ 'To cleanfe the fold, or help the kids to food, 
If any labour thofe big joints could learn ; 
_ 265 Some whey, to wath his bowels, he miyht earn; 
. To cringe, to whine, his idle hands to fpread, 
Is all, by which that gracelefs maw is fed. 


.’ 


It 


Bwras are govern’d by abtiGav as effetually as cxéaye, and there 


fore muft refer to the fame a& of begging, 


not of claiming by 


victory in the games; «iri%ev is not a word thar can here 


exprels a reward, but only a charity: befides, would 
be abfurd to 


alms, and not rewards beftow’d upon victor 


it not 
fay that a Beggar goes from door to door aski 


$ in public exeiciles? 


the words zoaanos gasios make the fenfe general, they denore the 
life of a beggar, which is to go frora door to door, and confe- 
quently they ought not to be confin’d folely to the Suitors, and if 


not, they can have no refere 
‘beftowed upon fuch occafions. 


nce to any games, or to any rewards 
Befides it is {carce to be conceiv’d 


| that AMelanthins could think this Beggar capable of being admit. 
ted into the company, much lefs into the diverfions of the Sui- 


- \_£ors, who were all perfons of high birth and ftation. 


’T is true, 


Lib, 21, Ubffes is permitted to try the bow, bur this is through, 


the peculiar grace of Zelemachus, who knew t¢ 

lyffes; and net contrary to their injunétions. 
From this Paflage 

(fays he) are zuvaines xai rpimodts: the fentence is 

maim’d, for Hefychias undoubtedly thus w 

aizevles, for thus (adds he) Homer ufes it: 


ux cosas edt xtBuras, 


Verfe of the Ody/fey. 


a; abe: 


Vow. IV. _ . oF 


he Beggar to be U~ 


ge we may correct an error in Hefychins: dopee 


IS evidently 
TOC il, aopss yuvainse 


oe . 
that is {fays Hefychiss) &yvvainas-éb} roitrod'g, referring to thig 


oe 


¥ct 
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Yet hear me!’ if thy tmpudence but dire - 

Approach yon walls, I prophefy thy fare: 
270 Dearly, full dearly thalt thou buy thy bread 

With many‘a footftool thund’ring at thy head. 

He thus: nor infolent of word alone, 3 
Spurn’d with his reftic heel his King unknown; 
Spurn’d, bat not mov'’d: He, like a pillar ftood, ~ 

275 Nor ftirr’d an inch, contemptuous, from the road: 
Doubtful, or with his ftaff to ftrike him dead, 
Or greet the pavement with his worthlefs head. 
- Short was that doubt; to quell his rage inur’d, 
The Heroe ftood felf-conquer’d, and endur’d. 


¥. 299, The Heroe frood [elf-conquer’d, and endwy’d.] Homer 
excellently fuftains the character of UAffes; he is a Man of pa- 
tience, and mafter of all his paffions; he is here mifufed by one 
of his own fervants, yet is fo far from returning the injury, that 
he fiiftes the fenfe of ir, without fpeaking one word: ’Tis true 
he is defcrib’d as having a confli& in his Soul; but this is no 
derogation to his character: not to feel like a man, is Infenfibili- : 
ah not Virtue; but co reprefs the emotions of the heart, and keep 

em within the bounds of moderation, this argues wifdom, and 
curns an injury into a virtue and glory. There is an excellent 
eontraft between the benevolent Esoaxs, and the infolent dfelen- 
thins, Enumans refents the Outrage of Me/anthins more than U- 
dffes; he is moved with indignation. but how does he exprefs it? 
not by railing, but by an appeal to Heaven in a prayer: A con- 
du& worthy to be imitated in more enlighten’d ages. The word 
eyraiag here bears 2 peculiar fignification; it does not im- 
ply Voluptuoufnels as ufually, but Pride, and means thet Ulyffes 
would fpoil his haughty airs, if he fhoyuld ever return: This ine 
terpretation oa with what follows, where Eamens reproaches 
him for defpifing his rural charge, and afpiring to politenefs, or 
us we expres it, to be a Man of the Town, 


¢ 7 But 
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.280But hatefal of the wretch; Bumens hea’ 4 
His hands .obtefting, sd tieaedteneaeat ~ Pa! 
Daughters of Fovef who from th’stherial bows” 
Defcend to {well the fprings, and feed the flew'rst : - 
Nymphs of this fountain! to: whofe fieret names 3: '! 

285 Our rural vidtis mount in blazing flames? *<"' :! 
To whom:Ulfes* piety preferr’d 
The yearly: firftlings of his Mock, and herds: | 

Succeed my wifh;-your votary reftore:: 
_ Oh be fome God ‘his convoy to our Mhoref.. yt 

290 Due pains hall punifls then: this: flave’s-olfcyce} |’ 
And humble all his:airs of-infoletes, © 1162 0-5 

Who proudly flalking, leaves the: herds at-large, - ae 

Commences courtier, and neglects hie charge, -- 

| What mutters he? (Melanthins tharp rejoins) 

29g This crafty mifcreint big with dark defigns ne 

The day fhalf come; nay, tis alteady near, 

When flave!: to {ell thee-st'a priee too dear, i 

Mutt be my care; and hesice tranfport thee o'er, 

(A load and {candal to this happy fhere.). | 

300 Ob! that as farely great Apelle’s dart, 
Or fome brave Suitor’s f{word, might pierce the bee 
Of the proud fon; as that we ftand this hour 
In lafting fafety from the father’s pow'r. 

Fa | $e 
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So fpoke the wretch; but fhunning farther fray,, 
zo Turn’d his proud ftep, and left them on their wayy 
Strait to the feaft-full palace he repair’d, 
Familiar enter’d, and the banquet thar’d; 
Beneath: Esrywmachus, his patron lord, — | 
LHe took his place, and Plenty beap’d the board... 
310 Mean-time they heard, foft-circling in the sky, 
‘Sweet Airs afcend, and heav’oly minftrelfie; 
(For Phemins to the Lyre attun’d the ftrain:) 
Uyfes harkned, then addreft the {waia. 
Well may this Palace admiration claim, - 
315 Great, and refpondent to the mafter’s fame! 
Stage above’ ftage th’ imperial Mructure ftands, 


Holds the chief honours and the town commands oe 


v. 308. Beneath EnrymiachnsesmeneHe took oC sro 
ervation for- 


We may gather’ from hence the ¢ruth of an 


merly made, That. Melanthins, Eamans, Occ. were fons of 
_ diftin@ion, and their offices pofts of honour: we lee Adclan- 
shins, who had charge-of the Goats of Ubffes, is a companion 


for Princes. 


The reafon why Afelanthins in slag ar affociates himfeif 

which that Prince holds with 
Melaitho his Gfter, as appears from the following Boek, There 
js a confederacy and league between them, and we find they all 


with Eurymachas is, af intrigue 


fuffer condign punishment in the end of che Ode. 


‘ 


High 


~ 
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~ 


High walls and battlements the courts inclofe, 
And the ftrong gates defy a hoft of foes. 
320 Far other cares its dwellers now employ; _ 
The throng’d aflembly, and the feaft of joy: 
I fee the {mokes of facrifice afpire, : 
And hear (what graces ev'ry feaft) the Lyre, 
Then thus Eumaus. Judge we which were/bef ;. 
32s Amidft yon revellers a fadden pueft 
Chufe you to mingle, while behind I ftay? 
Or I firft ent’ring introduce the way ?. 
Wait for a {pace without, but wait not long; 
This is the houfe of violence and wrong : 
330 Some rude iofult thy rev’rend age may bear; 
For like their lawlefs lords, the fervants are. 
--Juft is, ob friend! thy caution, and addreft 
—  (Reply’d the Chief) to no unheedful breaft; 
| v. 318. High walls and battlements, &c.] We have here a ° 
Wery particular draught or plan ot the palace of Uspffes; it is a. 
kind of caftle, at once defign’d for ftrength and magnificence = 
this we may gather from vaiporalevarre, which Hefychias explains 
“by ume as, UaregGives, Rot eafily co be furmounted, or forc’d 
Dee artfully introduces U/yffes ftruck with wonder at the 
beauty of the palace; this is done to confirm Exmens in the opi- 
nion that Uses is really the Beggar he appears to be, and a per- — 
fe& ftranger among the Ithacans: Thus alfo when he complains 
of hunger, he {peaks the language of a Beggar, as Enxffathins re- 


marks, to perluade Eamans that he takes his journey to the 
Court, felely out of want and hunger, : 


_ BP: The 
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‘The wrongs and injuries of bafe mankind 
$35 Freth to my fenfe, and always in my mind. 
The bravely-patient, to no fortune yields: — 
On rolling eceans, and in fighting fields, 
Storms have I paft, and many a ftern debates 
And now in bumbler {cene {ubmit to Fate. 
340 What cannot Want? the bef fhe will expofo, 
And I am learn’d ia all ber train of woes ; 
She fills with navies, hofts, and loud alarms | 
The fea, the land,. and thekes the world with arms} 
Thus, near the gates conferring as they drew, 
345 Argus, the Dog, his antient mefter knews . 8 


v. 349. Argus, the Dog, bis antiens maficr knew, &e,] ‘This 
whole Epifode has fallen under the ridicule of the Critics; Mon- 
fieur Peranis in particular: ‘€ The Dwnghill before. ee ‘Palace 
« (fays that Author) is more proper for 2 Peafant than a King 3 
« and it is beneath the dignity of Poetry to defcribe the Dog Ar- 
gus almoft devour’d with vermin.” It mutt be allow’d, that fuch 
a familiar Epifode could not have been properly introduced inte 
the Lad: It is writ ina nobler ftyle, and diflinguith’d by a bold- 
nels of fentiments and diction; whereas the Odzfty defeends. io . 
the Familiery and 38 calculated more for common than heroie « 
Yife. What Homer fays‘of rgas is very natural, and I do nos 
know any thing more beauciful or more pffeGing in the whole — 
Poem: I dare appeal co every perfon’s judgment, if frees be nog 
as juftly eed properly reprefenteds as the nobleft figurein it. It. 
38 certain that the vermin which Hemwer mentions would befe 
our Poetry, but in the Greek that very word is noble. and fono- 
rous, Kuagdisiov: But how is the objection concerning the Dung-. 
hill to be anfwer’d? We muft have recourfe co. the. finplicisy of. 
manners amongft the Antients, who thought nothing wear: that 
was.of ufe to life. Zthace was a barren Country, full of ae 


) 


, 
¥ 


~ 
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He, not unconfcious of the voice, and tread, : 
Lifts to the found his ear, and rears his head. | . 
Bred by Uyfes, nourifh’d at his board, 
But ab! not fated long to pleafe his Lord! 
$50 To him, his {wiftnefs and his ftrength were yainj 
The voiee of Glory call’d him o'er the maio. 
Till then in ev'ry fylvan chace renown’d, 
With rgus, Argus, rung the woods around ; 
‘With bim the youth purfu'd the goat or fawn, 
3y5 Or trac’d the mazy leveret o’er the lawn. 
Now left to man’s ingratitude he lay, 
Un-hous’d, neglected, in the publick ways 
And where on heaps the rich manure was fpread, 
Obfcene with Reptiles, took his fordid bed. 
360 ‘He knew his Lord; he knew, and ftrove to meet, 
In vain he ftrove, to craw], and kifs his feet3 =, 
- fe Yee 
and Mountsins, and ow’d its fertility chiefly to cultivation, And 
for this reafon fuch circumfaatial cases were neceflary. ’Tie 
’ true fuch a defcription now is.more proper for a Peafant than a 
King, but antiently ic was no difgrace for a King to perform 
with his own hands, what #8 now lefc only co Peafants We read 
‘of a Dictator taken from the plough, and why may nog a King ag 


well manure his field as plough it, without receding from his dig~ 
nity? Virgél has put the fame thing into 2 Precept: | 


Ne faturare fuses pinged pudigat fola. 


v. 361. In vain he firove, to crawl, and hifs his feet.] Ye 
Jmay feem thet this carotene was infested cafually, or at ie 
| 4 y 


~ 
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Yet (all he could) his tail, his ears, his eyes 
Salute his mafter, and confefs his joys. | | 
Soft pity touch’d the mighty mafter’s foul ; 


365 Adown his cheek a tear unbidden ftole, 


Stole unperceiv’d; he turn’d his head, and dry’d 
The drop humane: then thus impaffion'd cry’d. 


only to thew the age and anfirmicy of Argus: but there is. a fur-- 
ther intent in it: If the Dog had ran to Ulyffes and fawn'd upon 
him, it would have rais’d a frong fufpicion in Esxmens chat he. 


wasnot fuch a flranger to the Ithacans as he pretended, but fome 
perfon in difguife; and chis might have occaGoned an unfeafon- 
able difcovery. Eafathins. . 

V. 364. Soft pity tonch’d the mighty mafter’s fonl.] 1 confefe 
my felf couch’d with the tendernefs of thefe tears in Ulyffes; I 
would willingly think that they proteed from a better principle 
than the weaknefs of human nature, and are an inftance of a real- 
‘ly virtuous and compaffionate difpofition. 


omen ciyc060, J etgiPeix pute ard\pes | 


Good men are tafily mev'd to Tears: In my judgment, -Ulyffes ap- 
pears more amiable while he weeps over his faichful Dog, than 
when he drives an army of enemies beforehim: That fhews him 
‘to be a great Heroe, This a good Man. Ic was undoubtedly an 
anftance of an excellent difpofition in one of the Fathers whe 
pray’d for the Grace of Tears. 


omen molli(fima cords: 

Hamano generi dare fe natura fatetur 

Qe lachrymas dedit, hac noftri pars optima fenfas. 
| Juv. Sat. 1. 
: And Dryden, 


Eath gentle mind the foft infeGien fe't, 
For riche metals.ave meft apt te melt. 


oe : 7 oe x What 


——— 
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What noble beaft in this abandon’d ftate 
Lies here all helplefs at Uyfes’ gate? 
370 His bulk and beauty {peak no vulgar praife 5 
If, as he feems, he was in better days, 
Some care his Age deferves: Or was he priz’d 
For worthlefs beauty ? therefore now defpis’d? 
Such dogs, and men there are, meer things of ftate, 
375 And always cherith’d by their friends, the Great: 
Not Argus {0, (Enmeans thus rejoin’d) 
But ferv’d a mafter of a nobler kind, 
Who never, never fhall behold him more! | ; 
‘Long, long fince perift‘d on a diftant fhore! 
3800h had you fcen him, vig'rous, bold and young, ~ 
Swift as a ftag, and as a lion ftrong ; 
Him no fell Savage on the plain withftood, 
None ’{cap’d him, bofom’d in the gloomy wood; 
Vat St aBoe cla by ther fede Crea 
Ic is the Greek avaxres, or Kings; but the word is not to be ta- 
ken in toe ftri& afenfe; ic implies all perfons of diftinGion, oF 
' Gixod\somreras, like the word Rex in Horace, . 
Regibus bic mos eff ubi equos mercantny. 


And Regina in Terence (as Dacier obferves) is ufed in the fame 


| omen Ennechuns porrd dixts velle tes 
Quis fola atuntar his regina. 


Fs Big 


—_ 
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His eye how piercing, and his {cept how trae, 
385 To winde the vapour ip. the. tainted dew? .. = 

Such, when Ujyffes loft hig natal coaft 5. 

Now years un-neryg big, and his Jord is lo@t 

The women keep the gen’rous creature bar, 

A fleek and idle rece.is-all their cares 
39° The matter. pone, the Servants what refrains? | 

Or dwells Humanity where Tiot reigns 2: . 

Fove fix'd it certain, that-whatever day; ss: 

Makes man a flave, takes half his worth away. .. ~: 


ens 


¥. 392. mn Vhatever day | | 
.° Mabe} man a lave; takes half his.vcorth apay:)’ = 
"This is a Very remarkable fentence, and commonly found to be 
true. Longinas in his enquiry inte the deeay of tamen wit. 
quotes it. t& Servitude, be it never fo juftly eftablifhed, is akind = 
s¢ of prifon, wherein the foul fhrinks in fome mealure, ‘and:di- 
™ minifhes by conftraint: it has the fame effeQ with the, boxes_ 
* in which dwarfs are inclosd; which nor only hinder the body - 
« from its growth, but make it lefs by the conftriion. Ie is 
« obfervable that all the great Orarors fourith’d in Republics, and 
« indeed what is there that raifes the fouls of great men ‘more 
than Liberty? In other governments men commonly become | 
*¢ inflead of Orators, pompous flatterers: A rian born in fervi- 
étude may be capable of other fciences; but no flave can ever 
* be an Orator; for while the mind is tepreft-and - broken by - 
® flavery, it will never dare to think or fay any thing bold and 
* poble; all the vigour evaporates, and it remains 2s it were 
« confin’d ina prifen. Etiam fera animalia, fi claxfa teneas, vir 
Mitis chiivifewntur, Tacite Hift. lib. 4. - - : 
Thefe verfes are quoted in Plato, &b,.6. de legibus, but fomes- 
what differently from our editions. ._ paar 
“Buca yy me raysigrasiipdera Be. 
4 _, aedpanss ar di, Oe 


é 
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This faid, the horieft Herdfman firode before: | 
394 The mufing Monarch panfes at the deor :: 
‘The Dog whom Fate had granted to behold — 
" His Lord, when twenty tedious years had soll’d, 
Takes a laft look, and having {een him, dies; . 
So clos’d for ever faithful. rgus’ eyes! 2 eS 
goo And now Ytlendchus, the firft of all, a 
Obferv’d Enmmaus ent'ring in the hall; -” 
Diftant he faw, acrofs the fhady Dome; 
Then gave a fign, and beckon'd:him to come: - 
There fteod an empty fem, ‘where hite was placa 
40s In order due; the fteward of the feaft, a 


However this aphorifm 3s to be. .upderfiond only gengrally, 2g 
univerfally; Exrexs who utters it is an inftance co the contrary, 
who retains his virtue in a ftate.of fubjeftion; and Piet fpeaks. . 
to the fame purpole, afferting that fome flaves have been found, - 
of fuch vircue as to be preferr’d to 9 [pn or beocher; end have. - 
often preferv’d their matters and their families. | 
ov. 399. Sochstd for ever: fuithfal Argus’ eyes!] Ic has Been 
a queltion what pccafion’d the death of Argss, at the inftant he 
faw Ulyffes: Enfiathias imputes it to the aber he felt ‘at the fight 
of. bis mafter, But there has another objection been ftarted a= 
gainft Homer, for afcribing fo long a life as twenty years to Ara 
gs, and that dogs never furpafs the fifteenth year; bue this is an 
error; Ariftotle affirms, that fome dogs live two and twenty, and 
other Naturalifts fubferibe te his judgmene. Eafeathins calls usy 
ghat' other Writers agree, thar fome doge live twenty four years; 
Pliny thus writes, Canss Lacenici vivant annis denis, forming dné- 
exit, catera genera qnindgcim annes, alignande viginsi. Madam 
Dacier mentions fome of her own knowledge thar liv’d rweny 
three years ; and the Tranflator, not to fall fhort of thefe illuarre 
ous examples, hag know ome thac died at gweacy- two, big with 
puppiese 


Bo ipo a F 6 : (Who 
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(Who now was bufied carving round the board) 
' Eumeus took, and ‘plac'd it near his Lord. 
. Before him inftant was the. banquet {pread, 
And the bright basket pil’d with loaves of bread. 
410 Next came Ubffes, lowly at the door, 
A figure defpicable, old, and poor, 
In {qualid vefts with many a gaping rent, 
Propt on a ftaff, and tremibling as he went. 
- Then, refting on the threthold ef the gate, - 
419 Againft a cyprefs pillar lean’d his weight ; 
(Smooth'd by the workman to a polith’d plain) 
The thoughtful Son beheld, and call’d his {wain: 
Thefe viands, and this bread, Eurmaus! bear, ~ 
‘And let yon miendicant our plenty fhare: ~ 
420 Then let him circle reund the Suitors’ board, . 
And try the bounty of each gracious lord. 
Bold let him-.ask, encourag’d thus by me; 
How ill, alas! do want and fhame agree? 
| * 4 | His 


v.423-- How ill, alas! do want and fhame agree?] We tre 
not to imagine that Homer is here recommending immodefty : 
bur to underftand him as fpeaking of a decent aflurance, in op- 
pofitron co a faulty fhame or bathfulnefs. The verfe in the Greek 
as remarkable. 3 ~ : 


&Asdede oad cba xe gnecévee cir pi avpodie, 
A perfor 


cod 
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His lord’s command the faithful fervane bears; 

425 The feeming beggar anfwers with bis pray'rs. 
Bleft be Ielemachus ! in ev’ry deed 

Infpire him ove! in ev’ry with fucceed! 
‘This faid, the portion from his fon convey’d 
With {miles receiving, on his {crip he lay’d. 

' 430 Long as the minftrel {wept the founding wire, 
He fed, and ceas’d when filence held the lyre. 
Soon as the Suitors from the banquet rofe, = - 
Minerva prompts the Man of mighty woes 

~ - To 


XN 


A perfon of great learning has obferved that there is a tautology 
sn the three faft words; in « beggar that wants: as if the very no= 
tion of a rdid not imply want. Indeed Plate, who cites this 
~verfe in his Charmides, ufes another word inftead of epoix’ln, and 
anferts @apine, Hefiod likewife, who makes vfe of the fame 
line, inftead of egaxrn reads xoui&s, which would almoft induce 
us to believe thar they thought there was a tauto m_ Homer, 

» Ic has therefore been conjeStur’d, that the word erpottine fhould be- 
ainferted in the place of -rpoix]4; Lam forry that the conftruGion 
will not allow it; that word is of the mafculine gender, and. 
#7294 which is of the feminine cannot agree with it. We may 
indeed fubftitute ay28ce, and then the fenfe will be bafhfmbee(s is 
mo good petitioner for a beggar; but this muft be done: without 
authority. We muft therefore thus underftand Homer; “ Too 
much modefty is not good fer a poor man, who lives by beg- ~ 

ing, wpsixln; and this folution clears the verfe from the tauto- _ 
ogy, fora man may be in want, and not be a beggar; or (as 
Homer exprefles it) xsypnzeivos, and yet not arpoing. 
Ve 432. Minerva prompis, &c.] This is a circumflance 
_ ~ that occurs almoft in every book of the Odyffzy, and Pallas has 
been thought to mean no more than the inherent wifdom of U- 
dyffes, which guides all his aQions upon all emergencies: Ie is 
noc impofhible but the Poet might intend to inculcate, that the 
wifdom of man is the gitt of Heaven, and 2 blefling from ee | 
2 5, 
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To tempt theie bounties with a fappliemcs art, 


435 And learn the gea’sous feoss th’ ignoble heart 5 


(Not 


Gods. But then is it not a derogation to Ulyfes, to think no», 
thing but what the Goddefs diGtates ? and a reftraint of humarr 
liberty, to a@ folely by the impulfe of a Deity? Plaserch in his 
life of Coriolanas exccHently folves this difficulty. ‘* Men (obferves 
¢< chat Author) are ready to cenfure and defpife the Poer,. as if 
«c he deftroy’d the nfe of reafon, and the freedom of their choice, 
** by contiaually afcribing every fuggeftion of heart to the infis- 
« ence of a Goddefs: Whereas he introduces a Deity not to take 
“ away the liberty of the will, but as moving it £0 a& with frees 
«* dom; the Deity does not work in us the inclinations, but only 
s* offers the obje& to our minds, from whence We conceive the 
* impulfe, and form our refolutions.”® However thefe influen- 
¢es do not make the a&ion involuntary, but only give a begin- 
ning to {pontaneous operations 3 for we muft either remove God 
from all manner of caufality, or confefs that he inviGbly affifts ys 
by a Secret co-operation. For it is abfurd co imagine that the 
help he lends us, confifts in fafhioning the poftures of ‘the body, 
er direQing the corporeal motions; but in influencing our fouls, 
and exciting the inward faculties into aétion by fecret impulfes 
from above ; or on the contrary, by raifing an averfion in the 
foul, to reftrain us from aftion, *Fis true im ordinary affairs of 
hafe. in matters that are brought about by the ordinary way of 
seafon, Homer afcribes the execution of them to human perform- 
ance, and Digable Chisels his Heroes calling a council incheir 
own breafts, and acting according to the diftates of reafon : But 
wn actions unaccountably daring, of a tranfcendene nature, these 
hey are faid to be carry’d away by a divine impulfe or enthufi- 
ae nt it is no, longer human reafon, but a God that influences 
oul. - me 8 
-- have already obferv’d, that Momer makes ufe of Machints 
fometimes meerly for ornament; this place is an inftance of it: 
Here is no aGion of an uncommon. nature perform’d, and yee 
Pallas dire&ts Ulyffes: Plutarch very juflly obferves, that when- 
ever the Heroes of Homer execute any prodigious exploit of va~ 
jour, ‘he continually introduces a Deity, who affifts in the per 
formance of it; bur it is alfo true, that to thew the dependance 
of man upon the affiftance of Heaven, he frequently afcribes rhe 
common dictates of wifdom to the Goddefs of it. HH we take 
the a& here infpired by Adimerus; as it lies nakedly in Homer ic 


-——_ 
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(Not but his fou), refeatful as humane, — 
Dooms to:fuil:-vengeasce .all th! offending.train). , 
With {peaking. eyes, and. voice of. plaintive found, 
Humble he moves, imploring all arowod, 


- is no more than a bare command to beg; an a&, that needs not- 
the wifdom of a Goddefs fo command: ‘But we are to under- 
ftand it as a direction to Usfes how to behave before the Sui-: 
tors upon his firft appearance, how to carry on his difguife for 
artfully as to preveng-all fofpicions, and take his meafures {0 ef» 
feGually as to work his own re-eftablifhment: In this light, the 
command becomes -werthy of: a-Goddefs: The a& of begging is 
Only the method by which he carries on his defign; the cenfe- 

uence of it is-the main point in view, namely, the Suitors de- 
rugtion. The reft is aly the ftratagem, by which he obtains 
the victory... © 3. : | ve a 
Ye 435. -ind lear the gen’rons from th’ ignoble beart2 
(Not but his fonl, refentfal as humane, = ss 
Dooms to full vengeance all th’ offending train. | 
A Gingle virtue, or a& ofshumanicy, isnot a fufficient atonement 
for a whole life.of infolence and oppreffion; fo that altho’ fome- 
of che Suirors thould be found lefs guilry than the reft, yet they 
are ftill too guilty co deferve impunity. | 
Vv. 348 With {peaking eyes, and woice of plaintive fonnd 
Hamble be moves, &c. } 
Homer inferts this particularity to fhew the complying nature of 
Ulyffes in all fortunes; he is every where woautpores, it is his 
diftinguifhing.charaéter in the firft verfe of the Odyffzy, and-it is 
viGble in every part of it. “He isan artift in the trade of beg- 
ging as Exftathias obferves, and knows how to become the low- 
eft, as well as the higheft ftarion. : ae 
Homer adds, that the Swators. were ftruck with wondér et the 

‘ fight of Ubffes. This is (fays Enftathins) becaufe they had never 
before feen him in Jthaca, and concluded him to bea foreigner, 
But I rather think it is a compliment Homer pays to his Here: 
ro reprefent his port and figure to be fuch, as tho’ a beggar, ftracke 
them with aftonufhmenc. 


:> 
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440 The proud feel pity, and relief bettow, 
With fach an image touch’d of human woe; _ 
Enquiring all, theic wonder they confefs, 
And eye the man, majeftic in diftrefs. : 
| While thus they gaze and queftion with their eyes, 
gas The bold Melenthins to their thought replies. 
My Lords! this ftranger of gigantic port 
' ‘The good Exmens ufher’d to your court. 
Full well I mark’d the features of his face, 
_ ‘Tho’ all unknown his clime, or noble race. 

And is this prefent, {wincherd!-of thy band? 
Bring’ft thou thefe vagrants to infeft the land? 
(Returns <fntinens with retorted eye) 

Objeéts uncouth! to check the genial joy. 
Enough of thefe our court already grace, 
455 Of giant ftomach, and of famith’d face. 

"Such guefts Eumans to his country brings, 

To share our feaft, and lead the life of Kings. 
To whom the hofpitable {wain rejoin’d : 
T hy paffion, Prince, belies thy knowing mind. 


sO 


460 Who calls, from diftant nations to his own, 
The poor, diftinguith’d by their wants alone? 


Round 
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Round the wide world are fought thofe men divine 

Wha publick ftruétures’raife, or who defign; — 

Thofe to whofe eyes the Gods their ways reveal, 
465 Or blefs with falutary arts to heal; 

But chief to Poets fuch refpe€ belongs, 

By rival nations courted for theis fongs; 

Thefe States invite, and mighty Kings admire, 

Wide as the fun difplays his vital fire. 


a 


479 Ic is not fo with Want! how few that fed 9 - 


A wretch unhappy, meerly for his need? 

Unjuft to me and all that ferve the ftate, 

To love Uly/fes. is to raife thy hate. 

For me, fuffice the approbation won : 
475 Of my great miftrefs, and her god-like fon. | 

» To bim Telemachus. No more incenfe 

The man by nature prone to infolenca: . 

Injurious minds juft gafwers but provok Commas 

Then turning to nsinens, thus he {poke. 


~ 


v. 462. Romnd the wide world are fought thofe men divine, &c.} 
This is an evidence of the great honour antiently paid co perfons 
eminent in mechanic arts; The Archite&, and publick artifans, 
Swpeswpyot, are joyn’d with the Prophet) Phyfician, and Poet, who 
were efteem’d almoft with a religious veneration, and look’d up- 
on as public bleffings. Honour was antiently given to men ia 
proportion to the benefits they brought co fociety : A ufelefs great 
man is a burthen to the earth, while the meaneft artifan is bene- 
ficial to his fellow-cteatures, and ufeful in his generation. 


Thanks 
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480 Thanks to thy care! whofe abfolute command” = - 
Thus drives the ftranger from our “court and land. 
Heav'n- blefs its owner with a better mind! : 

From envy free, to cbarity inclin'd. 
This both Penelope and I afford: 
485 Then, Prince! be bounteous of Oiyffes’ board, 
"To give anether’s is thy band fo flow? 
‘So much more fweet, to {poil, than to beftow # 
Whence, great Telernachus! this lofty Arain? 
_  CAtinons cries with infolent difdain) 
Portions like mine if ev'ry Suitor gave, 
Our walls this twelvemonth fhould not fee the flave: 
He {poke, and lifting high above the board . 
His pond’rous feetfteo), hook it at his-lord. 
The reft with equal hand conferr’d the bread; 
495 He fill'd his {crip, and to the threfhold {ped ; 
But fr before sfntinens ftopt, and faid. 
Beftow, my friend!. thou dof not feem the work 
Of all the Greeks, but Prince-like and the firft, 
an, Nagi 8 awe : aan 
pts igen? Sit Me) ee sie 

“argny of Antinoms, nor to have obferv’d his preparation to ftrike 

him; and therefore proceeds as if he apprehended no danger. 

‘This at once fhews the patience of Ulyffes who. is inur’d to fuf- 


' ferings, and gives a foundation for the punifhment of Aatinens in 
the conclufion of the Odyffey, - 
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‘Then as in dignity, be firft in worth, 
$00 And I fhall praide thee thro’ the boundlefs earth. . 
Once I enjoy’d.in luxury of ftate : 
Whate’er gives maa the .envy’d name of Great; | 
Wealth, fervants, friends, were mine in better dayss 
And hofpitality was then my praife; 
SOs In every forrowing foul I pour’d delight, 
And poverty fteod finiling ia my fight. 
But feve, all-governing, whofe only will 
Determines Fate, and mingles good with ill, 
Sent me (to punifh my parfuit of gaia) 
g1@ With roving pyrates p’er th’ Egyprian main? 
“By 2Egype’s. filver flead our fips we moor 3 
Our fpies commiffion’d ftrait the coaft explore s_ 


\ 


_. Inis obfervable, that Ubfes gives his own Hiftery in the fame 
words as in the fourteenth book, yet varies from it in the cons — 
eluGion; -he there {poke to Eamans, and Esmans is here prefenty 

"and hears the ftory: How is it then that he does not dbferve the 
fa\fification of Ufffes, and conclude him to be an impoftor? Ea- 

. Bathins labours for ani an{wer ; he imagines that Ewmeas was in- 
advertent, or had forgot the farmer relation, and yet aflerts chat, 
the reafon why Oye tells the fame Hiftory in part to Antinoxs, 

oceeds from_a fear of dete&tion in Esmans. I would rather 
imagine that ‘tAyffes makes the deviation, trufting ‘to the judgment 
of Ewmens, who might cenclude.that, there was fome good reafon. 
why he forbears to let Antinens into the full Hiflory of his life ; 
efpecially, becaufe he was an enemy both to Ubffes and Eumens: 
he might therefore eafily refle&, that the difference of his ftory 
pit A prudence and defign, rather than from impofture and 


ane ae | ‘But 


Sete Sat bee hy tS ee 
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But impotent of mind, with lawlefs will 
The country ravage, and the natives kill. 


\ $1sThe f{preading clamor-to their city flies, 


And herfe and foot in mingled tumult rife: 
The red’ning dawn reveals the hoftile fields. 
Horrid with briftly {pears, and gleaming fhields: 


Gove thunder’d on their fide: our guilty head 


$20We turn’d to flight; the gath’ring vengeance {pread 


On all parts round, and heaps on heaps lay dead.~ 
Some few the foes in fervitude detain ; | 


Death ill exchang’d for bondage and for pain! 


Unhappy me a Cyprian took a-board, 


$2sAnd gave to. Dwoeter; Cyprus’ haughty Lord: 


v. 525. Andgeve to Dmetor, Cyprus’ heaghty Lord] We 


ate not to fearch too exaély into hiftoric truth among the fidi-~ 


ens of Poetry; but ic-is very probable that this Dmetor was real- 
ly King of Cypras. Eaffathins is of this opinion; but it may be 
objected, that Cinyres was King of Cyprus in the time of Udyffes 


Thus #b, XI. lied. 


Whe beaming Cnivals wext adorn’d bis breaff: 
-, The fame which once King Cinyras poffefts, 


t. The fame of Greece, and her affembled hoff, 


Had reach’d that Monarch on she Cyprian coaff. | 
The anfwer is, there were almoft twenty years elapfed fince the 


mention of this breaft-plase of Cinyras; this King therefore being 
dead, Dasetor pofleft the Cyprian throne. oe ie 


Hither; 


—s 
4 
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Hither, to ‘{cape. his chains, my courfe I fteer, 
Still curft by fortune; and infulted here! 
. To whom Antinous thus his rage expreft. 
What God has plage’d us with this gormaund gueft? 
$3° Unlefs at diftance, wretch! thou keep behind, ' 
Another Ifle than Cyprus more wnkind, 
Another 2igypt, fhalt thou quickly find, © 
From all thou beg'ft, a bold audacious flave s 
_ Nor all.can give fo much as thou canft crave, 
$35 Nor wonder J, at fuch profufion fhown; : 
Shamelefs they give, who give what's not their own, 
_ The Chief, retiring. Souls, like that in thee, 
Ill fuit fuch forms of grace and dignity. 
Nor will that hand to utmoft need afford - 
¢40 The {malleft portion of a wafteful board, 
Whofe luxury whole patrimonies {weeps, 
Yet ftarving Want, amidft the riot, weeps. 
The haughty Suitor with refentment burns, 
And fow'rly. {thiling, this reply returns. 


V. 532. Another Zgypt, &c.] This paflage is a full demon- 
firation that the country was call’d -Zgypt in the days of Hemer, 
as well as the river Ni/us; for in the Speech he ufes “Arjurle 
an the mafculine geoder to denote the river, and here be calls ic 

arixphy “Asyurtloy in the feminine, to thew char he {peaks of the 
country: The formes word agreeing with wiramws, the latter 
With yam, | Pee 


| Take 


‘4 
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45 Take that, ere yet thou quit this princely throng: >} 
- And dumb for ever be thy fland’reus tongue! | 
He faid, and bigh the whirlieg tripod flung. 
" His thouldereblade receiv'd th’ ungentle fhock 
He ftood, and mov'd-not, like a marble rocks. 
¢so Bor fhook his thoughtful head, nor more complain’d, 
Sedate of foul, his chara@er faftain’d, | : 
And inly form'd revenge: then back withdrew; 
Before his feet the well-fill'd {crip he threw, - 
And thus with femblance mild addreft the erew. 
$$$ May what I fpeak your princely minds approve, — 
Ye Peers and rivals in this noble Jove! - a 
Not for the hurt f grieve, but for the canfe. 
If, when the {word owr country’s quarrel draws, 


s 


v. 357. Nos far the bare I grécpe, bas for she ganfo.} . The reg~ 
foning of U/y/fes in the original is not without fome obfcurity: 
For how.can it be affirm’d, that ic is ne greas affiittion to, have 
our property invaded, and to be wounded in the defence of it? 
The beggar who fuffers for asking on alms, has. no injury done 
him, except the violence offer’d to his perfon; . but it is a double 
injury, to fuffer both in our perfons and properties. We muft 
therefore fuppofe that Ubffes means, that the importasice’ of the 
caufe. when our rights are invaded, is equal to the danger, end 
that we oughe to fuffer wounds, or even death, in defence of it; 
and that a brave man grieves not at fuch laudable edventures, 

“Or perhaps Ubffes {peaks only with refpe& ‘to Antinons, and 
meens that it is a greeter injury to offer violence to the poor 
a8 the ftranger, than to pesfons of greater formanes. and 

tion. 


a. Enufi athins 


Or 
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Or if defending what is juftly dear, | 
$60 From Mars impartial fome broad: wound we bear; 
The gen’rous motive dignifies the {car. 
But for meer want, how hard to fuffer wrong? 
Want brings enough of other ills along! ve 
Yet if injuftice never be fecure, 7 
$65 If fiends revenge, and Gods affert the poor, 
| Death fhall lay low the proud aggreffor’s head, 
And make the duft msinous’ bridal bed. 
Peace wretch! and eat thy bread without offence, 
(The Suitor cry’d) or force fhall drag thee hence, 
$70 Scourge thro’ the publick ftreet, and caft thee there, 
A mangled carcafe for the hounds-to tear. | 
His furious deed the gen’ral anger mov’d, 
All, ev'n the worft, condemn’d; and fome reprov’d. 
Was ever Chief for wars like thefe renown’d? 
575 Til fits the seth and the poor to wound. 


; Eaflathins grves 2 dee cpt meaning to the fpeech of Ulyffes 5 
he ap J aeeataps it to his prefent condition, and it is the fame as if 
| he ha ly, It would be ne great matter if I had been 
hf coger in nce of my Palace, and other properties, but to 
faffer only for asking an alms, this is a deep affliction. So 
shat Cif fpeaks in general, buc intends his own particular 
4 condition; and the import of . the whole is, I grieve to fuffer, 
Hs upon any weighty account, but only for being poor and 
ungry. 


Unbleft - 


a 


~ 
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Unbleft thy hand! if in this low difguife 
Wander, perhaps, fome inmate of the skies; 
They (curious oft of mortal actions) deign 

To forms like thefe, to round the earth and main; 


¥80 Jult and unjuf recording in their mind, 


And with fure eyes infpeCting all mankind. 
Telemachus abforpt in thought fevere, . 
Nourifh’d deep anguifh, tho’ be fhed no tear; 
But 
| eg sn Tey (corfons oft of baman alfiens) &c.] We have 


: that ic-was the opinion of the antients, that 
the Gods frequently affum’d an human fhape, Thus Ovid of 


Fupiter. 


Saneme delabor Olympo, —- 
_ Et Dens kumana Infivo fub imagine terras. 


I refer the Reader to the objeftions of Plate, mention’d in the 
preceding book. ft is obfervable, thac Homer puts this remark- 
able truth into the mouth of the Suirors, to fhew. that it was 
certain and undeniable, when ic is actefted even by fuch perfons 
as had no piety or religion. ay | 


v. 582. Telemachus 
Nonrifh’d deep anguifh, tho’ be (hed no tear.) fo 

This is {poken with petuculyy judgment ;  Telemackus is here to 
aG& the part of a wife man; not of a tender fon; he reftrains his 
tears Jeft chey fhould betray his facher, it being improbable that 
he fhould weep for a vagabond and beggar. We find he has pro-~ 
ficed by the inftruations of Uffes, anid praGifes the injun@zons 
given in the former book. 


lf fern infult my reverend ages. 
Bear it, my fon; veprefs thy rifing rage. 
If ontrvag’d, ceafe that extrage to repell; 
Bear it, my fon, tho’ thy brave heart rebel, 


Telem achus 


ee 
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But the dark brow of filent forrow hook: 
$85 While thus his mother to her virgins {poke. 

** On him and his may the bright God of day 

‘© That bafe, inhofpitable blow repay! 

The nurfe replies: « If Fove receives my pray'r, 

“ Not one furvives to breath to-morrow’s air. 
59° © All, all are foes, and mifchief is their end; | 

Antinons moft to gloomy death a friend; 

(Replies the Queen) the ftranger begg'd their ‘Brace, 

And melting pity foften’d ev'ry face ; 

From ev’ry other band redrefs he found, =~ 
$99 But fell datinows an{wer'd with a wound, 

Amidft her maids thus {poke the prudent Queen, 

Then bad Ewrmeus call the Pilgrim in, 

Much of th’ experienc’d man I long to hear, 

_ If or his certain eye, or lift’ning ear : 
| 600 Have learn’d the fortunes of my wand’ring Lord? 
Thus the, and good Eumaus took the word, 

A private audience if thy grace impart, 

The ftranger’s words may eafe the royal heart : 


~ 


Felemachus ftraggles againft the yearnings of nature, and thews 
himfelf to be a mafter of - his paffions; he muft therefore be 
sient i to exert an a& of pweiom: not of ententbaly, 


Vou. IV, | G His | 
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His facred eloquence in baloa diftils, 

60s And the footh'd heart with fecret pleaure fills. 
Three days have fpent their beams, three nights have run 
Their filent journey, fince his tale hegua, 

~ Unfinift'd yet, and yet I thicft to hear! 
As when fome heav’n-taught Poet charms the car, 


615 (Sufpending forsow. with celeftial Arain 


Breath’d from the Gods to feftea human pain) 

Time ftcals away with uaregarded wing, 

And the foul hears him, tho’ he ceafe to fing. 
Ulyffes late he faw, on Cretan ground, - 


615 (His father’s gueft) for Mines’ birth reaown’d.-- 


He now but waits the wind, to waft him o’er - 
With boundlefs treafure, froma Thefprotia’s fhore. 


"v. 61. For Minos’ birth vepewn'’d.| Ditdoras Si- 


exlus thus writes of Minos: “ He was the fon of Fupiter and — 


«< Enropa, who was fabled to be carried by a bull; (that is, io 
«¢ a fhip called the bull, or that had the image of a bull carved 
«* upon its prow) into Crete: Here Ddinos reign'’d, and built ma- 
«© ny Cities; he eftablifh’d many laws among the Cretans; he al- 
*¢ fo provided a navy, by which he fubdued many of the adja- 
*: cent Iflands. The expreffion in the Greek will bear atwo- 
*© fold fenfe; and implies either, where Minos was born, or where 
*¢ the defiendants of Minos reign; for Idemenens, who govern'’d 
« Crete in the days of Ulyffes, was a defcendant of ddiass, from 
« his fon Descalion. . 

Homer mentions it as an honour to Crete, to have given birth 
to fo great a law-giver as Mines; and it is univerfally true, that 
every great man is an honour co his country.: Athens: did nos 
give reputation to learn’d men, bur learned men to Athens, 


To 


a 


~~ 
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To this the Queen. The wand’rer let me hear, 
While yon luxurious race indulge their cheer, 
620Devour the grazing ox and browzing goat, 
And turn my gen’rous vintage down their throat. | 
For where’s an arm, like thine Uly/es ftrong, 
To curb wild riot and to punifh wrong ? 
She fpoke. Telemachns then {neer’d aloud; 
625 Conttrain’d, his neftril eccho’d thre’ the crowd. 
The 


VW. 624. Telemachus then fucex’d aloud. Enffa- 
thins fully explains the nature of this omen; for {neezing was 
reckon’d ominous both by the Greeks and Romans. While Pene- 
lope utrer’d thefe words, Telemachus {neezes; Penelpe accepts the 
omen, and expeéts the words to be verify’d. Theoriginal of the 
veneration paid to fneezing is this: The head is the moft facred 
part of the body, the feat of thought and reafon: now the {neeze 
coming from the head, the Antients look’d upon it as a fign or 
omen, and believ’d it co be fene by Fupiter; therefore they regard- 
ed it with a kind of adoration: The Reader wili have a full idea 
of the nature of the omen of Ineezing here mention’d, from 2 
fingular inftance in 4b. 3. of Xexophen, in his expedition of Cy- 
vas, Xenophon having ended a thort fpeech co his foldiers with 
thefe words, vix. *¢ We have many reafons to hope for prefer- 
«© vacion;” they were fcarce utter’d, when a certain foldier fneez’d : 
the whole army took the omen, and at once paid adoration re 
the Gods; then Xenophon refuming his difcourfe, proceeded, 
«¢ Since, my fellow-foldiers, at the mention of our pzefervation, 
«¢ Fepitey has fenc this omen, Ge. So that Xenophon fully explains 
Homer, Sneezing was likewife reckon’d ominous by the Re- 
mans.. Thus Catallas, . 


Hoc at dixit, Amor finifira wt ante 
Dextram fiernnit adprobationem. 


Thus alfo Propertins, 


G 2 Num 
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The {miling Queen the happy omen bleft : 

‘* So may thefe impious fall, by fate oppreft! 
Then to Exmeus: Bring the ftranger, fly! 
And if my queftions meet a true reply, 


630 Grac’d-with a decent robe he hall retire, 


A gift in feafon which his wants require. 
Thus {poke Penelope, Eumeus fl-es | 

In duteous hafte, and to Uiy/es cries. 

The Queen invites thee, venerable gueft! | 

635 A fecret inftin& moves her troubled breatt 


Naum tibi nafcenti primis, mea vita, qicbus 
Avidus argutem ficrnuit omen amdr. 


‘We fird in all thefe inftances that fneezing was conftantly re- 
ceiv’d as a good omen, or a fign of approbation from the Gods, 
¥n thefe ages we pay an idle fuperftition to fneezing, but it is 


ever louk’d upon as a bad omen, and we cry God blefs yom, upon — 


hearing it, as the Greeks in latter times faid nds or Zev cacoy. 
We are teld this cuftom arofe from a mortal diftemper that affec- 


ted the head, and threw the patient into convullive {neezings, 


thic occafion’d his death. : 

I wii only add from Esffathins, that Homer exprefies the 
Joudnefs of the fneezing, to give a reafon why Penelope heard 
ft, fhe being in an apartment at fome diftance from Telema- 
chs, 

The fneezing likewife gives us the reafon why Penelope imme- 
diately commands Exmens to introduce the beggar into her pre- 
fence; the omen gave her hopes to hear ot Udpffes, fhe faw the beg- 
gar was a ftranger, and a traveller, and therefore expected he 
Miight be able to give her fome information. 


Of 
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Of her long-abfent Lord from thee to pain 
Some light, and footh her foul’s eternal pain. 
If true, if faithful thou, her grateful mind 
OF decent robes a prefent has defign’d; 
640 So finding favour in the royal eye, 
Thy other wants her fubje&s hall fupply. 
Fair truth alone (the patient man reply’d) 
My words hall dictate, and my lips thall puide: 
_ To him, to me, one common lot .was giv’n; 
645 In equal woes, alas! involv’d by heav’n. 
Much of his fates I know; but check’d by fear 
I ftand: the hand of violence is here: 
Here boundlefs wrongs the flarry skies invade, 
And injur’d fuppliants feek in vain for aid. 
$0 Let for a {pace the penfive Queen attend, 
Nor claim my ftory ’till the fun defcend ; | 
Then in fuch robes as fuppliants may. require,. 
Compos'd and chearful by the genial fire, 
V- 64.4. To him, to me, one common lot was giv'n 


In equal woes, alas! invele’d: by heav'n. 
Thefe words bear a double fenfe, one applicable to the ff 


peaker, 


the other to the Reader: The Reader, who knows this beggar to 
be Ulyffes, is pleas’d with the conceal’d meaning, and hears with 
pleafure the beggar oe ening that he is fully inftru@ed in the 


misfortunes of Ulyffes : But 


peaking in the charaéter of a beggar, 


he keeps Esmens in ignorance, who believes he is reciting the 


adventures of a friend, while he really gives his own Hiftory. 


G 3° When 
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When loud uproar and lewlefs riot ceafe, 
OS$ Shall her pleas’d ear receive my words in peace. 
Swift to the Queen returns the gentle fwain: 
And, fay (fhe cries) does fear, or fhame, detain 
. The cautious flranger ? With the begging kind 
Shame fuits but ill. Earsens thus rejoin’d: 
660 He only asks 2 more propitious hour, 
And fhuns (who wou'd not?) wicked meain power; 
At ev’ning mild (meet feafon to confer) 
By turns to queftion, and by turns to hear. 
Whoe’er this gueft (the prudent Queen replies) 
665 His ev'ry ftep and ev'ry thought is wife. 
For men like thefe on earth he hall not: find, 
In all the mifcreant race of humankind. 
Thus fhe. Eumeus all her words attends,. 
And parting, to the Suitor pow’rs defcends: 
670 There feeks Telemashus, and thus apart 
In whifpers breaths the fondnefs of bis heart. 
The time, my Lord, invites me to repair 
Hence to the lodge; my charge demands my care. 
Thefe fons of murder thirft thy life to take; 
675 O guard it, guard it, for thy fervant’s &ke! 


Thanks 


Book XVII. HOMER ODYSSEY. 151 


Thanks to my friend, he cries ; but now the hour 
Of night draws on, go feck therural bow’r: ° 
. But firft refrefh: and at the dawn of aay, 
Hither a victim to the Gods convey. 
680 Our life to leav’n’s immortal pow'rs we truft, 
Safe in their care, for heav’n protects the jutft. 
Obfervant of his voice, Eumeus fate 
And fed recumbent on a chair of ftate. 
Then inftant rofe, and as he mov’d along 
68 5 ’T was riot all amid the Suitor-throng, 
They feaft, they dance, and raife the mirthful fong. 
*Till now declining tow’rd the clofe of day, 
_ The fun obliquely thot his dewy ray. 


/ 


v. 676. bat now the hour Of night draws nome] 
The Reader may look back to the beginning of the preceding bopks 
for the explication of de/aoy iycas, here mention’d by Homer, 


This book does not fully comprehend the fpace of one day: It 
~ begins with the morning, and ends before night, fo that thetime 
a mention’d by the Poet, is the evening of the thisty ninth 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Fight of Ulyfles and Irus. 
The Beggar Irus infules Ulyffes; the Sustors pro- 


mote the Quarrel, im which Irus is worfted, 
and miferably handled. Penelope defcends, and 
recezves the Prefents of the Sustors. The Di- 
alogue of Ulyfles ws Eurymachus. 
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ODYSSEY. 
; HILE fix’d in thought the penfive Heroe fate, 
W A Mendicant approach’d the royal gate; 
A farly vagrant of the giant kind, 
The ftain of manhood, of a coward mind: 

From 


NOTES. 


Flomer has been feverely blam’d for defcribing Uffes, 2 King, 
entring thelifts wich abeggar: Rapin affirms, thathe demeans hime 
felf by engaging withan unequal adverfary. The objeGion would be 
unan{werable, if U/y/fes appear’d in his royal chara&er: Buritisag 
nteceflary in Epic Poecryas on che Theatre, to adapr the behaviour: 
of every perfon ro the charaéter he is to reprefent, whether real or 
imaginary. Would it not have been ridiculous co have reprefented: 
bim, while he was difguis’d in the garb of a begzar, refufing che: 
combat, becavfe he knew himfelf co 5- a King? and noc 
fach a conduc have eadanger a Peete Oughe we nec = 
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§ From feaft to feaft, infatiate to devour 
He flew, attendant on the genial -bour ; . 


When on his mother’s knees a babe he lay; = - = 


She nam’d @nens on his natal day, 


ther to look upon this Epifode as an inftanca of the greatnefé of’ 


the calamities of: pale who is reduced to fuch uncommon ex- 
tremities'as‘to be fe 
v. 8. She nam’d Arnazus 
paflage, that the mother gave the name to the child in the days 
of Homer; tho’ perhaps not without the concurrence of the father : 
Thus in the fcriptures ic is faid of Leab,. that fhe bare a fon‘and 
called bis name Reuben; and agains fhe called bis name Simeon, and 
the fame is frequently repeated both of Leah and Rachael, In 
the age of Ariffophanes, the giving a name to the child feems 
to have been a divided prerogative between the father and mother : 
For in his Nigaaas there is difpuse between Strepfiades and his 
wife, concerning the name of their fon: The wife was of noble 
birth, and would therefore give him a noble name; the husband 
was a plain villager, and was rather for a name that denoted fru- 
galicy: Buc the woman not waving the leaff branch of her prero- 
gative, they compromis’d the affair, by giving the child.a com- 
urnded name thas imply’d both. frugality and chivalry, derived 
rom gtidww to fpare, and imze¢ an horfe; and the young Cavalier’s 
name was Phidippides. Exffathins affirms, that antiently the mo- 
ther nam’d the child; and the Scholiaft upon Arifophanes in avib. 
quotes a fragment from Beripides to this’ purpofe, from a Play 
call’dr Lgens. 


Ti ot parte ty dixare tixey wdpace. 


What was the name given on the tenth day by the mother to the chi'd? 


Dacier tells us, that the name of Arneas was prophetic 6x0 ta 
agra, from the fheep the giatten wonld devonr when he came to man- 
hood; but this is mere fancy, and it is no reafonbecaufe he proved 
a giutron, that therefore the name foretold it: One might rather 
think the fondrefs of the mother toward her infant, fuggefted a 
very. different view: She gave the name according to hes. wifhes, 
and flatcer’d her fe'f thar he would prove 2 very rich mane 
4 man of many flicks and herds; and therefore fhe: cail’d bim 
“Apvaieg; and this is the more probable, becaufe all riches. origi- 
matly confifted in flocks and herds. 

But 


c upon a level with the meaneft of wretches? 
] Ic feems probable from this: 
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But Jrus his affociates call'd the Boy, 
10 Practis'd, the common meflenger to fly; 
Irus, a name expreffive of th’ employ. 

From his own roof with meditated blows 
He ftrove to drive the Man-of mighty woes. 

Hence dotard, hence! and timely {peed thy way, 

I$ Left dragg'd in vengeance, thou repent thy ftay;. 
See how with nods affcnt yon princely, train!: 
But honouring age, in mercy I refrain; 

In peace away! lef€ if perfuafions fail, 
This arm with blows more eloquent prevail.. 

20 To whom with ftern regards’: O ‘ia folence;. 
Indecently to rail without offence! 

What bounty gives, without a rival fhare, 
} ask, what harms. not thee, to breathe this air: 
Alike on alms we both precarious live: — 

2$ And cantft thou envy, when. the great relieve? 
Know from the bounteous heav’as- all riches flow, 
And what man gives, the Gods by man beftow; 
Proud as thou. art, henceforth no more be proud, 
Left 1 imprint my vengeance in thy blood 3. 

v.11. Irus, 4 name expreffive of th’ empley:] To underftand 
this, we muft have recourfe co the derivation of the word Irs ; 
it comes from sip, which. fignifies nuntio; Iras was therefore fo 
call’d, becaufe he was a public meflenger; and Iris bears that 


n:me, as tbe meflenger of the Gods; “Ipos, axzySinrov; “Iptes 
“Ayliacs. Befychins, be 6 Old 
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30 Old as I am, fhould oce my fory burn, 

How wouldft thou fly, rior ev’n in thought return ? 

Mere woman-glutton! (thus the chur! reply’d) 

A tongue fo flippant, with a throat fo wide! 

Why ceafe I, Gods! to dafh thofe teeth away, 
35 Like fome vile fwise's, that greedy of his prey 

Uproots the bearded corst? rife, try the fight, — 

Gird well the lotus, approach, and feet my might: 


Vv. 34. To dafh thofe teeth away 

2 Like fome vite Boav’s.} : 
Thefe words refer to a cuftom that prevailed in former ages; it 
was allow’d to ftrike out the teeth of arty beaft which the owner 
found in his grounds: Esftethins informs us, that this was a cu- 
ftom or law among the people of Cypras; bat from what Homer 
here {peaks, it feems to have been a general pratices at lea‘t it 
was in ufe amongft the Jthacans. 

v. 47. Gird well thy loins.} We may gather from hence the 
manner of the fingle combat; the champions foughtnaked, and on~= 
ly made ufe of a cinGure round the loins out of deceticy, Homa 

ire€tly affirms ic, when Usyffes prepares for the fight. 


Then girding his Prong loins, the King prepares 

Fo clofe in combat, and'his body bares; 

Broad foread bis fionldets, and_ bis netvons thighs 
By juft degrees like well-turn’d columns rife; 
Ample his cheft, bis arms are ronda and long; 
And cach fireng joint Minerva knits moore flrong. 


Thus Diemed in the Wied gerds his friend: Ewyalas when Ke ete 
gages Epans. 
Officions with the cindlure girds hin romed, 


The foeeches here are fhort, and the periods remarkably concife, 
Fuirable co the nature uf anger. The Reader may confult the Ar 
notations on the 20% book, concerning the Goat's eatrails men- 
tion’d by Ant inons. = 


Sure 


i ne CO ne ee ae ree eae : 
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= 
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Sure of defeat, before the Peers etigage ; 
Unequal fight! when-youth contends with age! 
40 Thus ina wordy war their tongues difplay 
More fierce intents, preluding to the fray; 
Antinous heass, atid in a jovial vein, 
Thus with loud laughter to the Suitor-train. 
This happy day in mirth, my friends employ, 
4§ And lo! the Gods confpire to crown our joy. 
See ready for the fight, and hand to hand, 
Yon furly mendicants contentious ftand ; 
Why urge we not to blows? Well-pleas’d they fprity: | 
Swift from their feats, and thick’ning form a ring. | 
¢O To whom tines. Lo! earich’d with bleod: 
A kid’s well-fatted entrails (cafteful food!) 
On giowing embers lie; on hiny beftow: 
The choicelt portion who fubdues his foe; 
Grawet him. unrival’d. in thefe walls to ftay, 
$F Fhe fole attendant on the genial day. 
The Lords applaud : Ulyfes then with art, 
And fears well-feign’d, difguis’d his dauntlefS heart: 
Worn as I am with age, decay’d with woe. 
Say is it bafenefs, to decline the foe? 
60 Hard confli@! when calamity and age 
With vigorous youth, unknown to. cares, engage! 
¥et 
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Yet fearful of difgrace, to try the day 
Imperious huoger bids, and I obey; 
But fwear, impartial arbiters of right, 
65 Swear, to ftand neutral while we cope in fight. 
The Peers affent: when ftrait his facred head 
Telemachus uprais’d, and fternly faid. 
Stranger, if prompted to chaftife the wrong 
Of this bold infolent, confide, be ftrong! . 
70 Th’ injuriaus Greek that dares attempt a blow, 
That inftant makes Telemachus his foe; 
And thefe my * friends thall guard the facred ties 
Of hofpitality, for they are wife. 


v. 64. Bat fwesr, impartial arbiters of right, 

_ | , Swear to fland neutral while we cope in fight.J. 
This isa very neceflary precaution: Ulyffes had reafon to appre- 
hend that the Suitors would intereft themfelves in the caufe of- 
Iraj, who was their daily attendant, rather than in that of a per- 
i ftranger. Homer takes care to point out the: prudence of* 

yffes upon every emergence: Belices, he raifes this fray between 
two beggars into fome dignity, by requiring. the fanG@ion of an 
ca:b to regulate the Jaws of the combat. It is the fame folem- 
nity ufed in the Iuiad between Paris:and Menelans, and reprefents 
thefe combacants engaging with the formality of two Heroes. 


V. 72. And thefe my friends fhall guard the facred ties 

| Of hofpitality, fer they are wife. ] . 
When Telemgchus {peaks thefe words, he is to be fuppofed to turn” 
to Exrymadens and Antinows, to whom he dire&s Fis difcourfe, 
It mutt be ailow’d that this is an artful piece of flattery in Te/ema~ 
chus, and he makes ufe of it to engage thefe two Princes, who 
were the chief of the Suirors, on his fides. a 


© Antinons and Earymachut, 


: Then 
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Then girding his ftrong loins, the King prepares 

'f To clofe in combat, and his body bares; “ 

Broad fpread his fhoulders, and his nervous thighs 

By juft degrees like well-turn’d columns rife: 

_ Ample his cheft, his arms are round and long, Ss 

And each ftrong joint Miserva knits more ftrong, 7 

0 (Attendant oa her chief:) the Suitor-crowd 

With wonder gaze, and gazing {peak aloud; 

— Trus, alas! fhall Iras be no more, i. 

Black fate impends, and this th’ avenging hour! 

Gods! how his nerves a matchlefs ftrength proclaim: 

'$ Swell o'er bis well-ftrung limbs, and brace his frame! 
Then pale with fears, and fick’ning at the fight, 

They drapp'd the unwilling Irus to the fight ; 

From his blank vifage fled the coward blood, 

And his fieth trembled as aghaft he ftood: 


v. 82, Irus, alas! fhall Tfus be 20 mre.] This is literally 
tranflated : Iconfefs 1 wilh Homer had omitted thefe-litcle collu- 
fons of words: he fports with “Ipos aspos. It is a low conceit 
alluding to the derivation of Jr#s, and means that he fhall never 
more be a meffenger, The tranflation, tho* it be verbal, yet is 
free from ambiputty> and the joke conceal’d in dipcs: this will be 
evident if we fubftitute another name in che place of Iras; we 
may. fay Achilles fhall be no longer chiles, without defcending 
from the gravity of Epic Poetry. a 


O that 
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99 Othat fuch bafenels thould difgrace the light! 
O hide it, death, in everlafting night | 
(Exclainys .4utinous) can a vigorous foe 

Meanly decline to combat age and woe? 

But hear the, wretch ! if recreant in the fray, 
9F That huge bulk yield this ill-contefted day, 
Inftant thou fail'ft, to Echetus refign’d, | 

A tyrant, fierceft of the tyrant kind, 


v.90. O! that {uch bafenefs fhonld difgrace the light, 
Ob! bide it, death, &e. 
Euftathias gives us an inftance of the deep penetration of fome 
Critics, ini theit comments upon fefe words; they Have found 
in them the Philofophy of Pythagoras, and the tran{migration of 
Souls, Thé verfe fiands thus in Homer. | 


Nov aly irr’ sing Bayait, pairs yore, 


which they imagine is to be underftood after this manner; J wifh 
tho hadfi never been born! and mayft thow never exif? again, or have 
@ fecond being! To recite fuch an abfurdity, it is co refute it. The 
verfe when lite¥ally render’d bears this import; I wifh thom wert 
now dead, or -hauft ntver been born ! an imprecation very natural to 
perfons in anger, who feldom give themfelvés time to {peak wits 
profound allufions to Philofopby, 


v. 96. Infant thom faillf, te Echetus vefign’ds 
A tyrant frerceft of the tyrant kind] 

The tradition concerning Echetas flands thus: he was King of 
Epirus, the fon of Exchenor and Phlogea; he had a daughter call’ 
Metope, or as others affirm Amphiffa; fhe being corrupted by 
E:kmodicas, Echetus put out her eyes, and condemned her to grind 
pieces of iron made in the refemblance of corn; and told her fhe 
fhould recover her fight when fhe had ground the iron into flour. 
He invited <Achmodicus to an entertainment, and cut of the ex- 
- emis from all pasts of his body, and caft them to the dogs; 

. ag 
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Who cafts thy mangled efrs and nofe a prey 
-'To hungry dogs, and leps the man away. 
100 While with indignant fcorn he fteraly fpoke, 
In ev'ry joint the trembling Irus fhook ; 
Now front to front each frowning champion ftands, 
And poifes high in air his adverfe hands. 
The Chief yet doubts, or to the fhades below 
10 To fell the Giant at one vengeful blow, 
Or fave his lifes and foon his life to fave 
The King refolves, for mercy fways the brave. 
That inftant Irws his huge arm extends, 
Full on the thoalder the rude weight defcends : 
110 The fage Ulyfés, fearful to dittlofe 
‘The Heroe latent in the man of wots, 
Check’d half his might: yet rifing to the ftreke; 
His jaw-bone-dath’d; the crafhiag jaw-bone broke: 


at length being feiz’d with madnefs, he fed upon his own fell, 
and dy'd, This Hiftory is confirm’d, 2b. 4, of Apolbonins, 


"TCpne "Exeroe yahvess tv xarxec, xiv]pe 
Tits Suyarpes ite covawty OV xdpgerres brtth, 


"Oporaty ivi yaandy aastmusce xarsy. 


I wonder how this laft quotation efcap’d the diligence of Enfis- 
thins, Dacier affirms, that no mention is made of Echctus by an 
of che Greak HMiftorians, and cherefore fhe tas recourfe co anoth 
tradition, preferv’d by Exftathins, who tells us, that Achetss was 
contemporary with Hemer, that the Poet had been ill us’d by 
him, and therefore took this revenge for his inhumanity. ~ 

. We 


\ 
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Down drop’d he ftupid from the funning wound,. 

II$His feet extended, quivering beat the ground, 

His mouth and noftrils {pout a purple flood, 

His teeth all fhatter’d ruff{ immix’d with blood. 
The Peers. tranfported, as outftretch’d he lies, 

With burfts of laughter rend the vaulted skies: 

120 Then drage’d along, all bleeding from. the wound, 
His length of carcafs trailing prints the ground;. 
Rais’d on his feet, again he reels, he falls, 

“Till propp’d reclining on the palace walls 
Then to his hand a ftaff the vitor gave,. 


r2yAnd thus with juft reproach addrefs'd the flava. 4 


There terrible, affright the degs, and reign. 
A dreaded tyrant .o’er the beftial train! 
. But mercy to the poor and ftranger fhow, 
Left heav’n in vengeance fend fome mightier woe.. 
130 Scornful he fpoke, and o’er his fhoulder Aung 
The broad-patch’d {crip; the {crip in tatters buog 
Ill joyn'd, and knotted to a twifted thong, 
Then turning fhort, difdain’d a further. flay, 
But to the palace meafur’d back the way. 
435 There as he refted, gathering in a ring 
The Peers with {miles addreft their unknown King :: 


a a 


Stranger 
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Stranger may Jove and all th’ aereal pow’rs, 
With ev’ry bleffing crown thy happy hours! 
Our freedom to thy prowefs’d arm we owe 
140 From bold intrufion of thy coward foe ; 
Inftant the flying fail the flave thall wing 
To Echetus, the monfter of a King. | 
While pleas’d he hears, -datingns bears the. food, 
| A kid’s well fatted entrails, rich witb blood: 
145 The bread from canifters of fhining mold 
Amphinomus\ and wines that laugh in gold, 
And ob! (he mildly: cries) may heaven difplay 
A beam of glory o’er thy future day! 
Alas the brave too oft is doom’d to bear 
150 The gripes of poverty, and ftings of care. 
To whom with thought mature the King replies: 
The tongue {peaks wifely, whea the foul is wife; 
“ Such was thy father! in imperial ftate,. 
Great without vice, that oft attends. the great: 


9. 140. From bold intrafon of thy coward foe.) The word in 
the Greck is avartoy. zasip2 avarroy is @ voracinus appetite, 
a@ fomach that nothing can fatisfy: Hefychins thus explains it: av2a- 
Toy aynUlts, TET EGY iMaVaY, H AwANpwTOV r2p2 THv adrgiV. But 
there is undoub-ed!y an error in Hefychins; inftead of ixevy we 
fhould read ioxyvv, that is, meacer, or a fiamach that appears al- 
svays wnfill’d. he general moral that we are to gather trom the 
behaviour of U/ffes and Irus, is that infoleace and bvuafting are 
Signs of cowardice, 


Nor 
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iss Nor from the fire art thou the fen. declin’d; 
Then hear my words, and grave them in thy mind! 
Of all that breathes or groveling creeps on earth, 
Moft vain is Man! calamitous by birth. 
To-day with pow’r elate, in ftrength he blooms; 
160 The haughty creature on that pow’r prefumes : 
- Anon from heav'n a fad reverfehe feels; 
Untaught ‘to béar, ’gainft Keav’n the wretch rebels, 


v.16§. Then hear my words, and grave them in thy mind.} 
There never was a finer lefture of Morality read in any of the 
fchools of the-Philofophers, than this which Udffes delivers to 
Amphinomas ; he ufhers it in with great folemnity, and fpeaks to 
all mankind in the perfon of mphinemas. Ig is quoted by a va- 
riety of Authors; Péiny in his Preface to his natural Hiftory, © 
lib. 7. hag wrote a differtation on this fentence. 


Of all that breathes or grev'ling creeps on earth 
Meft vain.is Mun, &c. 


Ariftotle-and Maximus Tyrias quote it; and Platarch twice refers 
to it. Homer confiders Man both with refpect co the errors of the 
mind, and the calamities incident to the kody; and upon a re- 
view of al] mortal creatures, he attributes to man the unhappy | 
fuperiority in miferies. But-indeed Homer is fo plain that he 
needs no interpretation, and any words but hisown muft difgrace 
him. Befides, this {peech is beautiful in another view, and ex- 
cellently fets forth the forgiving temper of Ulffes: He faw that 
all the {parks of virtue and humaniry were not extinguifhed in 
Amphinomus ; he therefore warns him with great folemnity co 
forfake the Suitors; he imprints conviétion upon his mind, tho’ 
ineffetually, and fhews by it chat when he falls by the hand of 
Ubjfes in the fucceeding parts of the Odyffey, his death is not @ 
sevenge but a punifhment. 
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For mag is changeful ag his blifs or woe, 

Too high when profp’rous, when difreft too low. 
169 There was a day, when with the fcornful Great 

I {well'd in pomp, and arrogance of ftate; 

Proud of the pow’r that to high birth belongs ; 

And us’d that pow’r to juftify my wrongs. 

Then let not man be proud: bit ficm af mind, 
170 Bear the beft humbly, and the wortt refign’d; 


| Vv. 163. For wage is chanceful as his kiifs or woe.| Moft. of the 
! iNterpreters have greatly mifreprefented thefe words, 


Toiog yap véoe giv tarry Bovion ev gatmreey 
Oicv ta huucep cy not. 7 


They thus tranflate ir, talis mens hominem, qualem dens fuegerit s 
or, “ Such is the mind of man, as Heav’n infpires :’? bur. this 


is an error, for cioy cannot refer to vios, but to Huep, and che 

fentence is thus ro be render’d, Talis mens hominum, qualem diem 

dens indusit; that is, “© The mind of man changes with the com- 
} ** plexion of the day, as heaven fends happinels or mifery;” or 
. as in the tranflation, 


For man is changeful as his blifs or voce, 
T0o high when profp’voms, when difive[sd too low.: 


The Reader willbe convine’d that the confrudtion requires this 
. fenfe, by joyning the prepofition with the verb, iwi with apt, 
and rendring it, otov nyzxp travers; nothing being more frequent 
than fuch a divifion of the prepofition from the verb amongft 
the Greeks. It muft be allow’d, that Homer gives a very unhap- 
» yet coo juft a pi€ture, of human nature: Man is too apr to 
Ee roud and infolent in profperity, agd mean and abje& in ad- 
verlity ; and thofe men who are moft overbearing in an happy 
flate, are zlways’ moft bafe and mean in the day of afflidtion. 


4 
Be 
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Be dumb when heav’n affi:&s ! unlike yon train 
Of haughty {poilers, infolently vain; “ 
Who make their Queen and all her wealth a prey: - 
Bat Vengeance and Ulyffes wing their way. 
3750 may’ft thou, favour’d by fome guardian. pow’r, 
Far, far be diftant in that deathful hour? 
For fure I am, if -ftern Uiyfes breathe, 
Thefe lawlefs riots end: ia blood and death. 
| Then to the Gods the rofy juice he pours, ! 
180 And the drain’d goblet to the Chief reftores. 
Stung to the foul, o’ercaft with holy dread, 
He fhook the graceful honours of his head; 
His boding mind the future woe foreftalls, | 
In vain! by great Telemachus he falls, 
185 For Pallas {eals his doom: All fad he turns ; 
To joyn the Peers, refumes his throne, and mouras, | 
Mean. while Minerva with inftin@ive fires | 
Thy foul, Penelope, from heav'n infpires; — | 
With flatt’ring hopes the Suitors to betray, 
- 190 And feem to meet, yet fly, the bridal day, 
| | Thy 


v. 189. With flattering. bepes the Saitors to betray] The Greck is 
very concife, and the expreffion uncommon, ores merdzen Su- 
fey pavestpew; that is, Penelope thus aéted that fhe might dilate 
the heart cf the Sniters; meaning (as Eaffathixs obferves) thac fhe 
might give them falfe hopes by appearing in theig company; for 

2 the 
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Thy husband’s wonder, and thy fon’s, to raife, 
And crown the mother.and the wife with praife. 
Then, 


the heart fhrinks and is contracted by forrow and defpair, and is 

again dilated by hope or joy: This is I believe literally true, the 

pitits flcw briskly when we are in joy, and a new pulfe is gi- 
ven to the blood, which neceffarily muft dilate the hearc: On the 

contrary, when we are in forrow the fpirits are languid, and the 

blood moves lefs actively ; and therefore the heart fhrinks and _ 
concraéts, the blood wanting vigour to dilate and expand it. 


V. 191. Thy busband’s wonder, and thy fon's, to raife.] This is 
folely the af of Minerva, for Penelope is ignorant that fhe is to 
appear before her husband. This interview is excellently mana- 
ged by Homer: Ulyffes is to be convinced of his wite’s fidelity ; 
to bring this about, he introduces her upon the public ftage, where 
her husband ftands as a common unconcerned {peétator, and hears 
her exprefs her love for him in the warmeft terms: here is no 
room for art or defign, becaufe fhe is ignoranc that fhe {peaks 
before Uiyffes; and therefore her words muft be fuppos’d to pro- 
ceed from the heart. This gives usa reafon why Homer makes 
her dwell ac large upon her paffion for U/yffes, and paint it in 
the ftrongeft colours, viz. to evidence her chaftity, and urge U- 
dyffes to haften the deftruftion of the Suitors, by convincing him 
that fhe is able no longer to delude the marriage hour. But then 
it may be obje&ed, if Penelope’s fole defign was to give a falfe 
hope to the Suitors, does the not take a very wrong method, by 
{peaking fo very tenderly of Usfes? is noc this a more probable 
reafon for defpair, than hope? Ic is true, it would have been fo, 
if in the conclufion of her fpeech the had not artfully added, 


But when my fen grows man, the royal [way 
Refign, and happy be thy bridal day! 


So that Telemachns being now grown up to maturity, the Suitors 
concluded that the nuptial hour was at hand. If then we confi- 
der the whole conduét of Penelope in this book, it muft be allow’d 
to be very refin’d and artful; fhe obferves a due regard towards 
Ubffes, by thewing the is not to be perfuaded to marry; and yec. 
by the fame words fhe gives the Suitors hopes that the day is al- 
moft come when fhe intends to celebrate her nuptials; fhe mana- 
ges fo dextroufly, as to perfuade without a promife; and for this 

Vou. IV. H reafor 
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Then, while the ftreaming forrow dims her eyes, 
Thus with a tranfient {mile the matron cries. 
195  Eurynome! to go where riot reigns 
_ I feel an impulfe, tho’ my foul difdains 5 
To my lov’d fon the {nares of death to fhow, 
And in the traytor friend unmask the foes 
Who f{mooth of tongue, in purpofe infincere, 
200 Hides fraud in {miles, while death is ambufh’d there. 
‘Go warn thy fon, nor be the warning vain, | 
(Reply’d the fageft of the royal train) 
But bath’d, anointed, and adorn’d defcend; 
Pow’rful of charms, bid ev’ry grace attend; 
20 The tyde of flowing tears a-while fupprefs 5 
Tears but indulge the forrow, not reprefs. 
Some joy remains: To thee a fon is giv’n, 
Such as in fondnefs parents ask of heav’n. . 
| . Ah 
reafon the words are put into the mouth of Uhffes, and it is U- 
£yffes who gives the hopes, rather than Penelope. 
Vv. 193. Then, while the Streaming forrow dims her eyes, 
Thus with a tranfient {mile the matron cries. 
Homer gives us a very beautiful and juft image in cthefe words. 
In the Iliad he ufed a fimilar expreffion concerning Andromackey 


daxpuey yrracacas a file chafits’d with tears. ‘Axpiov do tyt- 
aagowv here bears the fame import. 


To thee a fon is giv'n 
Such as in fondne{s parents ask of heav'n. 
‘Zam not certain that this is the exact fenfe of Homer; Dacier un- 
; derftands 


Vv: 207. 
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Ah me! forbear, returns the Queen, forbear; 

2100h ! talk not, talk not of vain beauty’s care! 

No more I bathe, fince he no longer fees 

Thofe charms, for whom alone I with’d to pleafe, 

The day that bore Uiy/es from this coaft, 

Blafted the little bloom thefe cheeks could boaft. 
215 But inftant bid stutone2 defcend, 

Inftant Hippodame our fteps attend ; 

Ill fuits it, female virtue to be feen 

Alone indecent, in the walks of men: 

_ Then while Eurynome the mandate bears, * 
220 From heav’n Minerva fhoots with guardian cares ; 


derftands him very differently. Esrynome (obferves that Author) 
is not endeavouring to comfort Penelope becaufe her fon is now 
come to years of maturity; her purpofe is, to thew the neceffity - 
fhe has to have recourfe ro art, to affift her beauty: For (adds 

fhe) your fon is grown a man; meaning that a Lady who has a 
fon twenty years old, muft have loft her natural beauty, and has 
occafion to be obliged to art to give her an artificial one. This L 
contefs is too true, but it feems a little too ludicrous for Epic 
Poetry ; I have follow’d a different fenfe, that gives usa far nobler 
images conformable to that verfe of Horace. 


Quid voveat dalci nutricula majus alumna, 
Quam fapere, Kc, 


This agrees with the tenour of Emryclea’s {peec, and is a foun- 
dation of great comfort to Penehpe. 


H 2 O'’er 
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O’er all her fenfes, as the couch fhe preft, 
She pours a pleafing, deep, and death-like reft, 
With ev'ry beauty ev'ry feature arms, 
_ Bids ber cheeks glow, and lights up all her charms, 
224 In her love-darting eyes awakes the fires, | 
(Immortal gifts! tq kindle foft Defires) 
From limb to limb an air majeftick theds, 
And the pure ivory o'er her bofom {preads, 
Such Venus fhines, when with a meafur’d bound 
330She {moothly gliding f{wims th’ harmonious round, 
When with the graces in the dance fhe moves, 
And fires the gazing Gods with ardent loves. 

Then to the skies her flight Mixerwa bends, 


And to the, Queen the damfel train defcends: 
Wak’'d 


+ by, 2206 Oey all her fenfes, as the conch fhe pref, 

She pours a pleafing, deep, and death- like reft.] 
This is an admirable ftroke of art, to fhew the determin’d re- 
folution of Penelepe, to forbear the endeavour of making her per- 
fon agreeable in any eyes but thofe of Ubffes: A Goddefs is ob- 
liged to caft her into an involuntary repofe, and to fupply an ad- 
ventitious grace while the fleeps. | 


v. 233 Then to the skies her flight Minerva bends.) We fee 
Penelope is a womari of fo much wifdom, as to be the favourite 
of Minerva. She a&s in every point with the higheft difcretions 
and is inconfolable for her husband; yet the Poet forbears to let 
her into the fecret that Ubfes is return’d: This is undoubredly 
an intended fatyr, and Homer means, that a woman in every point 


“difcreet, is {till to be fufpeéted of loquaciry: This fcems to ave 
en 


ated 
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235 Wak’d at their fteps, her flowing eyes unclofe; 
_ The tear fhe wipes, and thus renews her woes. 
Howe’er ‘tis well! that Sleep a.while can free 
With foft forgetfulnefs, a wretch like me; 
Oh! were it giv’n to yield this tranfient breath, 
240 Send, oh! Diana, fend the fleep of death! 
Why muft I wafte a tedious life in tears, a 
Nor bury in the filent grave my cares? - Vv 
O my Usbffts! ever honour’d name! | 
For thee I mourn till death diffolves my frame: 
249 Thus wailing, flow and fadly the defcends, y 
On either hand a damfel train attends: 
_ Full where the dome its fhining valves expands, 
Radiant before the gazing Peers the ftands; 
A vail tranflucent o’er her brow difplay’d, 
20 Her beauty fcems, and only feems, to fhade: c 
Sudden fhe lightens in their dazled eyes, 
And fudden flames in it bofom rife; 


at”. 


been the real fentiment of Homer, which he more fally declares 
an che eléventh Ody/fey. 


When earnefi to explore thy fecret breaft, 

Unfold fome trifle, but conceal the ref? ; , 
For fince of womankind fo few are juft, 

Think all ave falfe, mor ev'n the faithful traf, 
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They fend their eager fouls with ev'ry look, 
*Till filence thus th’ imperial matron broke; 
2¢9 O why! my fon, why now no more sppears 
That warmth of foul that urg’d thy younger years? 
Thy riper days no growing worth impart, 7 
A man in ftature, ftill a boy in heart ! 
Thy well-knit frame unprofitably ftrong, 
260 Speaks thee.an Heroe from an Heroe Sprung: 
But the jut Gods in vain thofe gifts beftow, 
‘O wife alone in form, and brave in fhow! 
Heav'ns! could a ftranger feel oppreffion’s hand 
Beneath thy roof, and could’ft thou tamely ftand?. 
265 If thou the ftranger’s righteous caufe decline, - 
His is the fuff’rance, but the fhame is thine. . 
To whom witb filial awe, the Prince returns: 
That gen’rous foul with juft refentment burns, 
Yet taught by time, my heart has learn’d to glow 
270 For others good, and melt at others woe: 
But impotent thefe riots to repel, 
I bear their outrage, tho’ my foul rebel: 
. Helplefs amid the {nares of death I tread, 
And numbers leagu’d in impious union dread: 
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27§ But now.no crime is theirs: this wrong proceeds 
From Irus, and the guilty Irss bleeds. , 
O would to Hove! or her whofe arms difplay 
The thield of fove, or him who rules the day ! 
That yon proud Suitors, who licentious tread 

280 Thefe courts, Within thefe courts like Irus bled: 
Whofe loofe head tottering as with wine oppreft, 
Obliquely drops, and nodding knocks his breaft; 
Pow’rlefs to move, his ftagg’ring feet deny 
The coward wretch the privilege to fly. 

285 Then to the Queen Earymachus replies: 
O juftly lov’d, and not more fair than wife! 
Should Greece thro’ all her hundred ftates furvey. 
Thy finith’d charms, all Greece would own thy {way, 

In 


V. 2775. ncumsnmmmmnmnths Wrong procetds 
From Irus, and the guilty Irus nee 
Exfiathins informs us, that we are here to underitand the fray be 
tween Irus and Ulyffes. Penelope refers to the violence intended to 
be offer’d to Usffes, when the footftool was thrown at him by 
Antinons,; we find that fhe was acquainted with that aflaule from 
her {peech in the preceding book. In reality, the Queen was iy- 
Morant of the combat between Irs and U/yffes; but Telemachus 
mhifunderftands her with defign, and makes an Apology for the 
Suitors, fearing to raife a further diforder, or provoke them to 
fome more violent a& of refentment. 


v. 288, All Greece wonld own thy fway, &c.)] Himer 
exprefles Greece by “Iacov "Agycs, Iafian Argos. The word pro- 
erly (as Exffathins obferves) denotes the Afores or Peloponncefis, 
@ call’d from lafus the fon of Argas, and Io King of that Coun- 
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In rival crouds conteft the glorious prize, 
29° Difpeopling realms to gaze upon thy eyes: - 
© woman! lovelieft of the lovely kind, | 
Ia body perfe&, and compleat in mind! 
Ah me! returns the Queen, when from this fhore | 
Ulyfes fail’d, then beauty was no more! 
29$ The Gods decreed thefe eyes no more fhould keep | 
Their wonted grace, but only ferve to weep. _ ] 
Should he return, whate'er my beauties prove, 
My virtues laft; my brighteft charm is love. 
Now, Grief, thou all art mine! the Gods o’ercaft 
380° My foul with woes, that long, ah long muft lat! 


a 


ny 5 Strabs agrees with Ensftathius. Chapman wonderfully mé 
*: es Homer, and explains his own miftake in 2 paraphrafe of fix 
10S. 


Moft wife Icarius’ daughter, if all thefe 

That did for Colchos vent’roms fail difpofes 
For that rich purckafe; had before but feen 
Earth’s ricker prize, in th’ Ichacenfian Queenp 
They had not made that voyage; but to you 
Would all sheir virtues, all their beings vow. 


I need not fay how foreign this is to the original, In reality 
Argos with different epithets, Ggnifies different countries; “Axa~- 
ixdy “Apyoc means Tyeffaly, and “Iawor “Apyos Peloponnefas; but - 
here it denotes Greece univerfally; for it would appear abfurd to 
tell Penelope, that all the Morea bili admire her beauty, this 
would leffen the compliment; nor ig any reafon to be afligned 
of Peloponnefus Chould admire her moze than the reft of the 
reeks. 


N 
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‘ Too faithfully my heart retains the day 


3°5 


310 


_Refign, and happy be thy bridal day! 


That fadly tore my royal Lord away : 

He grafp’d my hand, and oh my {poufe! I leave 
Thy arms, (he cry’d) perhaps to find a Grave: 
Fame {peaks the Zrojans bold; they boaft the skill 
To give the feather’d arrow wings to kil, 

To dart the {pear; and guide the rufhing car 
With dreadful inroad thro’ the walks of war. 
My fentence is gone forth, and ’ctis decreed 
Perbaps by righteous heav’n that I muft bleed! 
My father, mother, all, F truft to thee;. 

To them, te them transfer the love of me: 
But whee my fon grows man, the royal fway 


 $ucb 


V. 313. Bat when my fon grows man, the royal fway 

a Refign, ana be thy bridal day. | 
The original fays, refign the Palace to Telemachus: this is fpo- 
ken according to the cuftoms of Antiquity : The wife, upon her 
fecond marriage, being obliged to refign the houfe to the heir. of 
the family. ‘This circumftanee is inferted: with great. judgment : 
the Suictors were determined to feize ic upon marriage with Pe-~ 
welepe, a8 appears from the fecond Odyffey, 


What mighty labours would be then create, 
Zo feixe bis treafures, and divide his fiatey. 
The royal Palace to the Queen convey, 

Or bim fhe bleffes in. the bridal day? 


/ 
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315 Such were his words; and Hymen now prepares 


To light his torch, and give me up to cares; 
Th’ affliGive hand of wrathful Zove to bear: 
A wretch the moft compleat that breathes the air! 
Fall’n ev’n below the rights to woman due! 


320 Carelefs to pleafe, with infolence ye wooe! 


The gen’rous lovers, ftudious to fucceed, | 
Bid their whole herds and flocks in banquets bleeds 


A 


Penelope therefore by this declaration gives the Suitors to under-— 


fland, chat the Palace belong’d noc cto her, but Telemachas. This 
aflertion has a double effe&; it is intended to make the Suitors 
lefs warm in theiraddreffes; or if they perfift, to fer the injuftice 
done to Telemachas in openview. The beaury of all the {peeches 
of Penelope in this book is fo obvious that it needs no explana- 
tion; Homer gives a very amiable charaéter, fhe 1s good in every 
yelation of life, merciful to the poor and ftranger, a tender mo- 
ther, and an affeGtionate wife; every period is almoft a lecture of 
morality. ; 


My father, mother, all, Ttraft to thee ; 
To them, to them transfer the love of me, 


This fhews the dur) of the child to the parent; it may be ex- 
tended to all perfons to whom we owe any duty; and hu- 
manity requires that we fhould endeavour to eafe the bur- 
then of our friends in propertion to their calamities; we fhould 
at all cimes confule their happinefs, but chiefly in the hour of 
adverficty, A friend fhould be a fupport to lean upon in all our 


infirmities. 


v. 323. By 
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By precious gifts the vow fincere difplay : 
You, only you, make her ye love your prey. 
32 “Well-pleas’d Ulyffes hears his Queen deceive 
The Suitor-train, and raife a thirft to gives 
| Falfe 


Vv. 323. By precions gifts the vow fincere difplay: 
"Yon, only you, make her ye love your prey.} 
Horace, lib. 2. Sat. 5. makes a very fevere reflexion upon Pene- 
lope, and in her perfon (I fay not how juftly) upon the whole 
fex; he gives the avarice of the Suitors as the fole reafon of 
Penelope's chaftity; and infinuates that women would fell their 
virtue, if men would be at the expence to buy. 


Venit enim magnum donandi patca juventus, 

_ Nec tantum Venevis, quantsm findiofa culina. 
Sic tibi Penekpe frngi eff: Qua fi femel uno 
De fene guftavit, tecum pavtita Incelium; =“ 
Ut canis a corio nunguam abfiterrebitur anclo, 


Horace had this paflage in view, and imputes the coldnefs of Pe- 
nelepe to a want of generofity in her admirers. Diodorus affures 
us, that Venws had a Temple in cZgypt dedicated to her under 
the ticle of xpuc “Agpodirn 5 or golde. Venus; and itis her ufual 
epithet throughout all Homer. Near Memphis there was an ailut- 
ment of ground call’d the field of colden Venus: but it Ought not 
to be conceal’d, that fome perfons believe fhe bears that name 
from the golden colour of her hair. Horace, to give his fatyr the 
greater ftrengths pucs the words into the mouth of the prophet 
Tirefias, a perfon of unerring veracity. 


Vv. 325. Well pleas’d Ulyfles hears his Queen deceive 
The Suitor-train, and reife a thirf? to give. ] 

This condu& may appear fomewhat extraordinary both in Pene- 
lope and Ulyffes; the not only takes, but asks prefents from fer- 
fons whom the never intends to marry: -Is nor this a fign either 
of avarice or falfhood? and is not U%p{f2s equally guilty, who re- 
joices at ic? But in reality, Penelope is no way faulty; the deceives 
the Suitors with hopes of marriage by accepting thefe prefentss 
but it is for this fole reafon _ (he accepts them; fhe intends 

6 to 
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Falfe hopes fhe kindles, but thofe hopes betray,. 
And promife, yet elude the bridal day. 


to give them falfe hopes, and by that method to defer the nup- 
tial hour: Ic is not injuftice, but an equitable reprifal; they had 
violendy wafted her treafures, and the artfully recovers part of 
went by a piece of refin’d management. Dacier defends her af- 
ter another method: fhe believes that Penelope thus a&s, not out 
of iatereft but honour; it was a difgrace to fo great a Princefs to 
have fo many admirers, and never to receive from their hands 
fuch prefents as cuftom no: only allows, but commands ; neither 
is Ulyffes biameable, who rejoices at. his wife’s policy. He un- 
derftood her intent, and being artful himfelf, {miles to fee Ker 
arcfulnefs,. ; 
_Pintarch in his treatife of reading Poems, vindicates Uly/fes vex 

ry much in the fame way: If ah that Author) Udyffes rejoiced 
at Penelope’s art in drawing prefencs from the Suitors out «f ava- 
rice, he difcovers himfelf to be a fordid proftitucor of his wife ; 
bur if thro’ a wife forefight he hop’d by her acceptance of the 
prefents, to get- the Suitors more into his powers by lulling them 
anto fecurity, and laying aH their fufpicions afleep, thro’ a fudden 
profpe& of marriage; if this occafion’d his joy, this joy arifing 

rom her artful management, and from a full confidence in his 
wife, is no way blameable, but proceeds from a fufficient and 
Jaudable caufe. In fhort, the Suitors were enemies, and sothi 
eould be prattis’d difhonourably againft them, chae either U/pffes 
er Peneloge could a& confiftently with their own honour. 


¥..327. Falfe hopes fhe kindlesam ] cis certain thae 


the words in the Greek will bear a double conftru&tion, and Séae 


xt Supey pussrryloss tewtecos may refer either to Penelope or Ulyffes. 
Lxnffathins thinks they are fpoken of Ulyffes;. then the meaning 
is, that: U/ffes comforted himfelf with her amufing words, while 
he form’d.a defign very different from what her words exprefled ; 
but Dacier refers them to Penelope, perhaps with beccer reafon: 
Jiaye depends upon gedro in the preceding line,. and by thus 
- wnderftanding it the conftru@ion becomes eafy and ratural: and 
the fentence means, that Penelope's words flatrered the Suitors in- 
to hopes of marriage, while her thoughts were very diftant from 
eomplying with their inclinations : This interpretation beft agrees 
with the general defign of Penelope, which was to act an arcful 
part, and neither comply, nor abfolutely refufe their addrefles. 


| “While 


One Rens 
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While yet the fpeaks, the gay .Antinous cries, 
33° Offspring of Kings, and’ more than woman wile! 
Tis right; ‘tis man’s prerogative to give, 

And cuftom bids thee without fhame receives 

Yet never, never from thy dome we move, 

Till Hymen lights the torch of {poufal love. 
335 The Peers difpatch their heralds to convey 

The gifts of love; with {peed they take the way 

A robe Antinous gives of fhining dyes, 

The varying hues in gay confufion rife 

Rich from the artift’s hand! twelve clafps of gold 
340Clofe to the lefs’ning waift the velt infold ; 

Down from the fwelling loins, the veft unbound: 

Floats in bright waves redundant o’er the ground: 

A bracelet rich with gold,- with amber gay, 

That thot effulgence like the folar ray, 
345 Exrymachus prefents: and ear-rings bright, 

With triple ftars, that caft a trembling light. 

Pifander bears 2 necklace, wrought with art; 

And ev’ry Peer, expreflive of his heart, 

A gift beftows: This done, the Queen afcends, 
3s0-And: flew behind her damfel train attends. 

Then to the dance they form the vocal sain, 
Till Hefperns leads forth the ftarry train ; 
| 4 And 
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And now he raifes, as the day-light fades, 
' His golden circlet-in the deep’ning fhades : 

355 Three vafes heap’d with copious fires difplay 

O’er all the palace a fiGitious day; 

From {pace to {pace the torch wide-beaming burns, 

And fprightly damfels trim the rays by turns. 

To whom the King: Ill fuits your fex to ftay | 

360 Alone with men! ye modeft maids, away ! 

Go, with the Queen the f{pindle guide or cull 

(The partners of ber cares) the filver woal; 


¥. 355. Three vafes keap’d with copions fires. difplay 
Over all the Palace a fidtitions day.) 
“The word in the Greek is xayemlip, or a vate which was plac’d 
upon atripod, upon which the Antients burnt dry and often- 
times odoriferous wood, to give at once both perfume and light. 
Euftathins explains it by xutpcwrus, or a vellel rais’d on feet in 
the nature of an hearth. Hefychiws explains Aayea'lips an hearth 
placed in the middle of the houfe or hall, on which they burnt 
dry wood with intermingled torches to enlighten it. Jt is flrange 
that there is no mention of lamps, but only rorches, in Homer ; 
undoubtedly lamps were not in ufe in Greece, although much 
earlier found out by the Hebrews: Thus Exod. xxv. 6. oil is 
mentioned, and injoin’d tobe ufed in giving light to the fanQuary. 
Ve 359 Ill fuits your fex to fay 
Alone with men! ye modcft maids, away!) 

Homer is perpetually giving us leflons of decency and morality. 
It may be thoughr thar this imserlude between U/y/fes and the dam- 
fels of Peneluge is foreign to the a@tion of the Odyffey; but in 
Feality it is far from ict: the Poet undercook to defcribe the dif- 
orders which the abfence of a Prince occafions in his family; this 
paflage is an inftance of it; and Homer with good judgmenc 
makes thefe wantons declare their contempt of Usyjjes, and their 
favour to their Suitors, that we may acknowledge the juftice of 
their punilhmenc in the.” ubfequent parts of the Odpffey. 


P Be 
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Be it my task the torches to fupply 
Ev’n till the morning lamp adorns the sky; 

365 Ev’n till the morning, with unwearied care, 

Sleeplefs I watch ; for I have learn’d to bear. 
Scornful they heard: Melantho, fair and young, 
(Melantho, from the loins of Doelixs {prung, 
Who with the Queen her years an infant led, 
37° With the foft fondnefs of a daughter bred) 

' Chiefly derides: regardlefs of the cares 
Her Queen endures, polluted joys the fhares 
Nodturnal with Exrymachns: With eyes 
That {peak difdain, the wanton thus replies, 

375 Oh! whether wanders thy diftemper’d brain, 

Thou bold intruder on a princely train ? 
Hence to the vagrant’s rendezvous repairs 
Or fhun in fome black_forge the midnight air. 
| Proceeds 
V. 377. Hence to the vagrant’s vendexvons repair; 
Or fhun in fome black forge the midnight air.} 

‘I flateer my felf that I have given the true fenfe of x2axiioe dv- 
feos, and Aton: In Greece the beggars in winter retir’d by night 
to public forges for their warmch, or to fome rendezvous where 
they enrertain’d themfeives as it were in a common affembly, 
Exftathins explains aécyn to be a public place withort any doors, 
suhere beggars were ufed to lodce. Hefychius gives us feveral inter- 
prerations of the word, that it fignifies an aflembly, a converfa- 
tion; it implies alfo public ftoves or baths; and Exjfathins in- 


forms us from Ariffophanes, that beggars ufed to take up their 
Jodgings in the public baths, as well as in thefe places mone 
2 
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Proceeds this boldnefs from a turn of foul, 
380 Or flows licentious from the copious bowl? 
Is it that vaaquith’d Irws {wells thy mind? 
A foe may meet thee of a braver kind, | 
Who fhortning with a ftorm of blows thy ftay, 
Shall fend thee howling all: in blood away ! 

385 To whom with frowas: O impudent in wrong! 
Thy Lord fhall curb that infolence of tongue ;. 
Know to Telemachus I tell th’ offence: °° 
The f{courge, the {courge fhall lath thee into fenfe. | 


ed by Homer; xarxiice doyeos is an office of men that work ian 
brafs. He further obferves chat thefe two places are ufed after 
the fame manner in Hefod. ; ; 


Mlatp JY 10s Yaarnsioy Bdxov, nel em’ arria aborur. 
"Qon poseasoln, crrcre pues corepers tipyov. 
" "oxy yth ee 


Ic may not be improper to obferve, that wap J 10s Saixoy yelaxesov 
is very ill trranflated by secede cineam fedem in the Latin verfi- 
en; it fhould be fage officinam -/Erariam. _ 

v. 381. Js it. that vangnifh’d Icus fwells thy mind?] The 
“word in Homer is advm, which is ufed in various places; fome- 
times (obferves Pistarch in his treatife upon reading Poems) it . 
Ggnifies being difquicsed in mind, a 


*Ns igaz’. i davec’ dmeBioato, teiete. do aivas. . 


In other places it implies an infélent joy, or beafting ; and then he 
quotes this verfe, 


"H aadus dre “Ieov EVENNT Ss 
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With confcious fhame they hear the ftern rebuke, 
39° Nor longer durft fuftain the fovereign look. 


Then to the fervile task the Monarch turns 
His royal hands ; Each torch refulgent burns - 
With added day : mean-while in mufeful mood, 
Abforpt in thought, on vengeance fix’d he ftood. 
39$ And now the Martial Maid, by deeper wrongs 
To rouze Ulffes, points the Suitors’ tongues : 
Scornful of age, to taunt the virtuous man, 
- Thoughtlefs and gay, Exrymachus began. 
Hear me (he cries) confederates and friends! 
490 Some God no doubt this ftranger kindly fends; 
| The 


V. 395. And now the Martial Maid, by deeper wrongs 
To rouxe Ulyfies, points the Ssitors’ site 6 
It may be thought very unjuftifiabie in Homer, to introduce 
Minerva exciting the. Suitors to violence. Dacier defends the 
Poet, by fhewing that the fentiment is conformable to true The- 
ology: and the all-wife Author of our being is pleas’d fometimes 
to harden the hearts of the wicked, (or rather to permit them to 
harden their own hearts) thac they may fill up ,the meafure of 
their crimes, and be ripe for judgment: Yet we ate not to ima- 
ine, that any perfon is neceflitated to be wicked: It is not the 
‘bardening the heart that originally makes men impious, bur 
at firft impious, and then they are delivered over to an hardnefs 
of heart. a a 
But Homer may be juftify’d another way; and Minerva may be 
underftood co a& thus in favour of Ubffes: The Goddefs of Wif- 
dom infatuates the Suitors to infult that Heroe, and haften their 
own deftru@ion. 7 
v. 400. Some Ged, no doxbt, this franger kindly fends.]- A- 
viftotle affirms that Homer is the father of Poetry; not only of the 
Epic, but alfo of the Dramatick; that he caught how to write 
7 Tragedy 
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The fhining baldnefs of his. head furvey, 
It aids our torch-light, and reflects the ray. 

Then to the King that levell’d haughty Fry. 
Say, if large hire can tempt thee to employ 


4° Thofe hands in work? to tend the rural trade, 


To drefs the walk, and form th’ embow’ring fhade. 


Tragedy in the I/iad, and Comedy by feveral fhort sketches in the 
Odyffey. Exftathins here remarks, that he likewife give a model 
for Satyry of which the Cyclops of Exripides, ftill extant, is an ex~ 
ample; (which is a fatyric Poem fcunded upon the ftory of Po- 
lypheme in Homer.) I confefs my eye is not fharp enough co fer 
the dignity of thefe railleries; and it may be thought that Homer 
is the father of another kind of Poetry, I mean the Farce, and 
that thefe low conceits are no way to be juftify’d, but by being 
put into the mouths of the Suitors, perfons of no dignity or cha- 
rater. Longinas brings fach defcriptions of the Suitors, as in 
flances of the decay of Humer’s genius. When that de-lines (ob- 
ferves that Author) Poets commonly pleafe themfelves with paint- 
ing Manners; fuch is Homer’s defcription of the lives led by the 
Suitors ia the Palace of Ulyffes: for in reality all chat defcription 
is a kind of Comedy, wherein che different charafters of men 
are painted. : 


v. 401. The fhining baldnefs of his head farvey, 
Te aids onr torch-light, and refledis the vay.) 

This in Dacier’s judgment is a raillery purely fatyrical; it is 
drawn from the fhining glafs of an old man’s bald head. But if 
this be purely fatyrical, to be a faryrift is to be a bad man; To 
rally natural infirmities is inhumanixy: Old age is venerable, and 
the bald head as well as the gray hair is an honour, and ought noo 
to be the fubject of raillery. I doubt not but Hemer put it in- 
to the mouth of Exrymachzs to make him more odious, and to 
fhew us that the fame man who invades his Prince’s propertys 
infults the ftranger, and outrages the poor, pays no deference to 
old age, buc is bafe enough to contemn what he ought to honour, 
Vice and folly are the province of Satyr, not human infrmirty. 


So 
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So food and rayment conftant will I give: 

But idly thus thy foul prefers to live, - 

And ftarve by ftrolling, not by work to thrive. 
410 To whom incens’d; Should we, O Prince, engage 

In rival tasks beneath the burning rage 

Of fummer funs, were both conftrain’d to wield 

Foodlefs, the {cythe along the burthen’d field ; 

| | Or 


Were both conftrain’d to seields 

Foodlefs, the feythe along the barthen’d Fuld ; 

1 doubt not but fuch employments ag thefe, now only fuitable to 
low life, will feem mean to many Readers, and unworthy of the 
dignity of Epic Poetty: Ic is no defence to fay chat they are men- 
tion’d by a beggar, and therefore agreeable to his character: The - 
words are addrefs’d to a Prince, and fuppofe that a skill in fuch 
works was not unufual to perfons of eminent ftations; otherwife 
the challenge of U/yffes is ridiculoufly abfurd. Who could forbear 
Jaughings if he fhould hear one of our beggars challenge a Peers 
to plow or mow with him all day without eating ? The truth isy 
the greateft big foillow’d fuch employments without any di~ 
minution of their dignities; nay, a skill in fuch works as Agri- 
culture was a glory even to a King : Homer here places it upon 2 
Jevel with military fcience, and the knowledge of the cultivation 
of the ground is equall’d to glory in war. In the preface to the 
Paftorals of Virgil (but not written by Mr. Dryden) there is a 
paffage that fhews that the fame fimplicity of manners prevail’d 
amorgft the Ancient Larins, as amongft.the Antient Greeks: 
“ Ic ought not (fays that Author) to furprize a modern writer, 
<< that Kings laid down their firft rudiments of goverment in tend- 
e¢ ing their mute fubjects, their herds and flocks: Nor ought itto 
¢ feem ftrange that the mafter of the horfe to King Latinas in 
«< the ninth c4neid was found in the homely employment of 
«« cleaving. blocks, when news of the firft skirmith between: the 
« Tyojans and Latins was brought to him.” This paflage ly 
vindicates Hemer, and fhews that fuch employments were no dil- 
honour to the greateft perfons ; but there are two errors in the 
quotation; it is not taken from the ninth, Lut che feventh an 
nein 3 


Vv. 4! 20 


— 
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Or fhould we labour while the plowthare wounds 
4I$ With fteers of equal ftrength, the allotted grounds; 
Beneath my labours how thy wond’ring eyes 
Might {ee the fable field at once arife! _ 
_ Should Yove dire war unloofe, with {pear and fhield 
And nodding helm, I tread th’ enfanguin’d field, 
420 Fierce in the van: Then wou’dft thou, wou’dft thou fay, 
Mifname me glutton in that glorious day ? 
meid; nor is Tyrrhens, who cleaves the blocks, mafter of the horfe 


to King Latinns, but the intendant of his flocks; or as Dryden 
sranflates it, ; 


| Tyrrheus, chief ranger to the Latian King: a | 


omnmmen Tyrrhenfgue pater, cui regia pavent 
Armenia, & late cuffodia credita campi. 


Tyrvbexs is nootherwife a warrior, ‘than asa deer under his charge; 
being kill’d, engages him in a quarrel, and he arms the ruftics to 
encounter the Trojans who flew it. : 


omememnyocat agmina Tyrrhems 
Quadrifidem qnercum cuneis ut forte coats 
Scindebat 


Tyrtrheus, the fofter-father of the beaft, 

Then clench’d an hatchet in bis horny ff? ; 

Bat held his hand from the defcending fireke, 

And left his wedge within the cloven oak. : 
"Tis true, tho” Zyrrbens was not mafter of the horfe to the King» 
yet his office was a polt of dignity, otherwife it had been very 
ealy for Virgil co have given him @ more noble employment. — 


No, 
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No, thy ill-judging thoughts the brave difgrace ; 
*Tis thou injurious art, not I am bafe. 
Proud, to feem brave among a coward train? 
425 But know thou arc not valorous, but vain. 
Gods! fhould the ftern Ulyfes rife ia ‘might, 
Thefe gates would feem too narrow for thy flight: 
While yet he {peaks, Eurymachus replies, 
With indignation flathing from his eyes. 

430 Slave, I with juftice might deferve the wrong, 
Should I not punifh that opprobrious tongue; 
Irreverent to the Great, and uncontroul'd, 

Art thou from wine, or ianate folly, bold? 
Perhaps, thefe outrages from Irus flow, 

435 A worthlefs triumph o’er a worthlefs foe ! 

He faid, and with full force a footftool threw: 

| Whirl'd from his arm with erring rage it flew; 
Ulyfes, cautious of the vengefui foe, 

Stoops to the ground, and difappoints the blow: 

4o Not fo a youth who deals the goblet round, 

Full on his fhoulder it infli&s a wound, 

Dafh’d from his hand the foanding goblet flies, 

He thrieks, he reels, he falls, and breathlefs lies. 
Then wild uproar and clamour mounts the sky, 

45 Till mutual thas the Peers indignant cry ; 

O had 
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© had this ftranger funk to realms beneath, 

To the black realms of darknefs and of death, 

Ere yet he trod thefe fhores! to ftrife he draws 

Peer againft Peer; and what the weighty caufe? 
4s0 A vagabond! for him the great deftroy 

In vile ignoble jars, the feaft of joy. 

To whom the ftern Telemachus uprofe! 
Gods! what wild folly from the goblet flows? 
Whence this unguarded opennefs of foul, . 

45$ But from the licence of the copious bowl? 
Or heav’n delufion fends. But hence, away! 
Force I forbear, and without force obey. 

Silent, abafh’d, they hear the ftern rebuke, 
"Till thus Ampbinomus the filence broke. 

460 Truc are his words, and he whom truth offends 
Not with Telemachus, but truth contends ; 


v. 457. Force I forbear, and withont force obey.| This is very 
artful in Telemachas; he had fpoken warmly in defence of UAffess 
and he apprehends left he fhould have provoked the Suitors tvo 
far ; he therefore foftens his expreffion, to avoid fufpicions of a 
latent caufe, why he interetls himfelf fo vigoroufly in vindication 
of a beggar, againft the Princes of the country. Befides, too ob- 
ftinate an oppofition might have provoked the Suitors to have 
continued aH night in the Palace, which would have hinder’d Us 
bffes and Telemachas from concerting their meafures to bring a- 
bout their deftru€tion: Telemachns therefore to induce them to 
withdraw ufes menaces, but menaces approaching to perfuafton ; 
if he had ufed violence, matters muft immediately have come to 
extremities. 


Let 
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Let not the hand of violence invade 
The rey’rend ftranger, or the {potlefs maid; 
Retire we hence! but crown with rofy wine 
46§ The flowing goblet to the pow’rs divine; 
Guard he his gueft beneath whofe roof he flands: 
This juftice, this the focial right demands. 
The Peers affent; the goblet Malius crown’d 
With purple juice, and bore in order round; 
470 Each Peer fucceffive his libation pours | 
To the bleft Gods that fill th’aereal bow’rs; 


Then 


vy. 470, Each Peer fcceffive bis libation penrs 
u To the ef ue : P 
‘We have already obferved that libations were made to the Gods 
~before and afrer meals; here we fee the Suitors offer their liba- 
tion before they retire to repofe. We are not to afcribe this 
religious a& to the piety of thefe debauchees, but to the cuftoms 
of the times; they praétife not true religion, but only the extes- 
riors of it; they are not pious, but fafhionable. 

The aétion of this book 1s comprehended in a very fhort du- 
mation of time; it begins towards the clofe of the day, and ends 
at the time when the Suitors withdraw to repofe; this is the 
evening and part of the night of the thirry-ninth day. 

In general, this book is in the Graek very beautiful: The com- 
bac between Irms and Usffes is naturally defcribed; it is indeed 
berween beggars, but yet not without dignity, it being almoft of 
the fame nature with the fingle combats praétis’d amongft Heroes 
in their moft folemn games; as is evident from that in the Iéad, 
at the funeral! of Patrac/ns. 1 could with Homer had not conde- 
fcended to thofe low jefts and mean railleries towards the conclu- 
fion: ’Tis true, they are not without effe&, as they agree with 
the charaéters of the Suitors, and make U/yffes a {petator of the 
diforders of his own tamily. and provoke him to a fpeedy venge- 
ance: But might not more ferious provocations have been found 

our, 
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Then {will’d with wine, with noife the crowds obey, 
And rufhing forth tumultuous reel away. 


out, fuch as might become the gravity and majefty of Epic Poe- 
try? or if gaiety was effential to his characters, are quibbles fo 
too? Thefe may be thought to be of the fame level with thofe 
conceia@ which A//ten puts into the mouth of the Devil, and 
which difgrace his Poem. But che dignity, the tendernefs, and 
juftnefs of the fentiments, tn all the fpeeches of Penelope, more 
than atone for the low railleries of Enrymsachns. 
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Aud dnde det dadsd de dods 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Difcovery of Ulyfles to Euryclea. 
Ulyffes aud bis fow remove the weapons out of the 


Armory. Ulyfies s# converfation with Pene- 
Jope gives a fictitions account of his adventares 5 
then affures ber he had formerly entertain’d ber 
husband in Crete; and defcribes exactly bis per- 
fon and drefs, affirms to have heard of him ix 


Pheacia and Thefprotia, and that his reture 


35 certain, and within a month. He them goes 
to bathe, and ts attended by Euryclea, who df- 
covers him to be Ulyfles by the fcar upon bes 
leg, which he formerly received in hunting the 
wild boar om Parnaffus. The Poet inferts a 


digreffion, relating that accident, with all sts 
particulars. 
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. ONSULTING fecret with the blue-ey’d Maid, 
C Still in the dome divine Uty/fes ftay’d: 
Revenge mature for a@ inflam’d his breaft; 
And thus the Son the fervent Sire addreft. 
Inftant 


NOTES. 


The Scene fill continues in the Palace of Uiy/fes; but new per 
fons are introduced to ¢arry on the ation, and diverfify the ftoe 
sy 3 This book opens with a repetition from the Gixteenth; the 
Ancients mark’d it with an After:fm, without any Obelisk, to 
fhew thac ic was here inferred with oropriety: As wedraw near- 
er to the conclufion of the Bocm, the repetitions are more fre- 

nent. Virgil has gencrally avoided them, ard indeed ic may be ob- 
ferved, that thefe two j'oets differ in nothing more chan the ;aan= 
ner of their elocution: Virgil is fuil, but Homer even overflows 3 
and this agrees with their genera} characters. Homer 1s like thofe 
la Painters 
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§ Inftant convey thofe feely ftores of war 

To diftant rooms, difpos’d with fecret care: 
“The caufe demanded by the Suitor-train, 

To footh their fears a {pecious reafon feiga : 

Say, fince Uyses left his natal coaft, 
1OObfcene with fmoke, their beamy luftre loft, 
His arms deform’d, the roof they won’t adorn : 
From the glad walls inglorious lumber torn. 
Suggeft, that Fove the peaceful thought in{fpir’d, 
Left they ‘by fight of {words to fury fir'd, 


“If Difhoneft wounds, or violence of foul, 


Defame the bridal feaft, and friendly bowl. 


Painters of whom Apelles ufed tocomplain, that they lefe nothing 
to be imagin’d by the f{peétator, and made too accurate reprefen- 
tations; buc Virgil is like Timantes in Pkiny. Timanti plavimuns 
adfuit ingenii, in emnibus eperibms ejus intelligiter plas femper quam 
pingitur: and again, offendit etiam que occaltat. : ; 


Exftathins obferves, that the unexpected opportunity to remove — 


‘the arms in the abfence of the Suitors, occafions this repetition 5 
In the Gxteenth book Usffes told Telemachus he would give a 
fign when he fhould make che removal, defpairing of an opportu- 
nity to give a publick direction, without danger from the Sui- 
tors; he therefore wifely lays hold of the prefent hour which 
happily favours his defires, and injoins the arms to be remov’d 
immediately. 


The 


as 


7 
pee —_—s 


po 
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The Prince obedient to the fage command, 
To Exryclea thus: The female band 
In their apartments. keep; fecure the doors: 

20 Thefe {warthy arms among the covert ftores 
Are f{eemlier hid; my thoughtlefs youth they blame, 
Imbrown’d with vapor of the fmould’ring flame. 

In happy hour, (pleas’d Exryclea cries) 
Tutor’d by early woes, grow early wife! 

25 Infpec& with tharpen’d fight, and frugal care, 

Your patrimonial wealth, a prudent heir. 

But who the lighted taper will provide, 

(The female train retir’d,) your toils to guide? 
Without infringing hofpitable right, 

30 This gueft (he cry’d) fhall bear the guiding light: 

* I cheer no lazy vagrants with repaft ; 

‘* They thare the meal that earn it ere they tafte. 

He faid; from female ken the ftrait fecures 

The purpos’d deed, and guards the bolted doors; 

V. 18, ommcmmcmepthe female band 
In their apartments keep, &c.] 

Ie as not without fufficient reafon that Telemsachns diftrufts the 

maids; many of them were in the intereft of the Suitors: it was 


therefore neceflary to conceal the place to which the arms were 
cenvey’d, left they fhould betray the fecret. Euffathins. 


I 3 | Auxiliar 
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35 Auxiliar to his fon, Ubfes bears 
The plumy-crefted helms, and pointed {pears 
- With fhields indented deep in glorious wars. 
Minerva viewlefs on her charge attends, 
And with her golden lamp his toil befriends: 
| | ‘Not 


v. 38. Minerva————with her golden lampem——mnmsim] = The © 
office here afcrib’d to Minerva gave great offence to Rapin, and 
he cenfur'd it as mean, and unworthy of the Goddefs; but Ea- 
frathius fully vindicates Hexer; Pallas is here an allegorical Dexy 
intended by the Poet to exprefs the wifdom of Ubffes; he a&s 
‘with as much prudence as if Minerva herfelf guided him in alt 
his ways. We are to gather from this defcription, that Ubffes 
form’d all the ations of this night with the utmoft wifdom, or 
according to the Greek proverb, é vuxtt Bern, the connfels of this 
nicht were regulated with the exedteft prudence and fecrefy. 
Spondanus obferves, that Callimachus, a ftatvary in Athens, made 
an image of Minerva aceording to this picture in Homer: She 
held a lamp of go!d, which was fill’d with an oi] of fuch an un- 
wafting nature, as not to want to ke replen:fhed int the {pace of 
a whole year. See-lb, 1. of Paxfanias, Dacier jucges, that tho’ 
a lamp was unknown in the days of Ubjfs, yet ic might not be 
fo in the days of Homer, and therefore he might fpeak of it; for 
inftance, the trumpet was not known in the Jrcjan war, yet He- 
mer mentions it, becavfe ic was ufed in his age. But this is no 
anfwer; for Homer does not fay that the trumpet was ufed during 
the fiege of Troy; if he had, he would have been guilty of a grofs 
Anachronifm, but he fpeaks of it by way of ailufion, as a thing 
well known in his time. Here therefore the cafe ts different, for 
Uisffes is the perfon who is fuppos’d to make ufe of this lamp, 
and Dacier allows that it was unknown in his age, and confe- 
quently he ought not to ufe it ac all, It may therefore per 
haps be moft probable, that Callimachns. did not form bis facwe 

‘ from this original; or if this be not allowed, that he fell inco an 
error, and gave the Goddefs a lamp inftead of atorghe ~ | 

I will only further add, that this office of Afhserva may be 
vindicated from all meannefs, by obferving chat ie a8 not the bere 
a& of carrying the torch which the Goddefs heré executes; fhe 
improves it into a Miracle; the whole Palace is enlighten’d with 

7 re aes a ce-eftial. 
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4° Not fuch the fickly beams, which unfincere, 


Gild the grofs vapor of this nether {phere! 

A prefent Deity the Prince confefs’d, 

Aud rap’d with ecitacy the Sire addrefs’d. 
What miracle thus dazzles with. furprize! 


45 Diftin@ in rows the radiant columns rife: 
The walls where-e’er my wond’ring fight I turo, 


And roofs, amidft a blaze of glory burn! 


— Some vifitant of pure etherial race, 


With his bright prefeace deigns the dome to grace. 


go Be calm, replies the Sires to none impart, 


a SS a 


But oft revolve the vifion in thy heart + 


R celeftial Gre, and U1 yffes and Telemachas gather full afurances of 
her favour and: fuccefs from = thac miraculous illumination; chis 
circumftance raifes the defcription out of lewnels into dignity. 


"vy. 48. Some vifitant of pure ethevial race.) Bxffathins gives 
us a twofold explication of the words, 


"Auth ros diun ist Seeay 


They imply cicher that the Goddefs Themis defcended; or that ie 
is the cuftom of celeftial powers to maniteft themfelves in fuch 
illuminations, without appearing vifibly. The latcer interpretation 
feems moft natural, and makes che conftruction eafy, whereas the 
other is fearce to be underftood without fuppiying azo before 
Sov: otherwife icmuft be allow’d, that the former opinion is not 
unhappy : Ulpffes tells his fon, that the Goddefs of juftice is fenc 
by the Gods to affift him in taking vengeance on the Suitors : 
Themis isa very proper Deity to be introduc’d upon fuch an oc- 
cafion, and thews that Usffes proceeded upon the ftrifteft rules of 
equity, in the diftribution of his rewards and punithmenrs. But 
the paflage will not admit this fenfe, it being evidently Palas, not 


Themis, who appears. 7 
I4 Celeftials, 
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Celeftials, mantl’d in excefs of light, 
Can vifit unapproach’d by mortal fight. 
Seck thou repofe; whilft here I fole remain, 
¢5 T’explore the conduét of the female train: 
The penfive Queen perchance defires to know 
The feries of my toils, to footh her woe. 
. With tapers flaming day his train attends, 
His bright alcove th’ obfequious youth-afcends: 
60 Soft flumb’rous fhades his drooping eye-lids clofe, 
*Till on her eaftern throne srora glows. 
Whilft, forming plans of death, Uly/fes ftay’d, 
In council fecret with the Martial Maid ; 
~ Attendent N ymphs in beauteous order wait 
6s The Queen, defcending from her bow'r of ftate. 
Her cheeks the warmer bluth of Venus wear, 
Chaften’d with coy Diana’s penfive air. | 
An ivory feat with filver ringlets grac'd, 
By fam’d Icmalins wrought, the menials plac’d: 

v. 69. By fam'd Icmalius wrought | Howser in both . 
his Poems takes all opportunities of celebrating the famous ard- 
fans of Antiquity ; I doubt not but moft of them were his par- 
ticular friends, and to do them honour, he gave them place in his 
works, and render’d their names and his own gratitude immor- 


tal. We may likewife learn the nature of che nobleft pieces of 
art in Homer’s days, frem bis Poetry. 


With 
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- 70With ivory filver’d thick the foot-ftool hone, 
-O’er which the panther’s various hide was thrown. 
The fovereign feat with graceful air fhe prefs'd ; 
To different tasks their toil the Nymphs addrefs’d : 
The golden goblets fome, and fome reftor’d 

7$ From ftains of luxury the polifh’d board: 
Thefe to remove th’ expiring embers came, 
While thofe with unctuous fir foment the flame. 

*Twas then Melanthe with imperious mien 

Renew’d th’ attack, incontinent of fpleen: 

80 Avaunt, fhe cry’d, offenfive to my fight! 
Deem not im ambuth here to lurk by night, 
Into the woman-ftate afquint to pry ; 
A day-devourer, and an ev’ning-{py! 
Vagrant begone! before this blazing brand 

85 Shall. urgesesesand wav'd it hiffing in her hand. 

. Th’ infulted Heroe rouls his wrathful eyes, 

And, Why, fo turbulent of foul? he cries; 


v. 82. Into the woman-fiate afgnint to pry.) This is che trve 
reafon why Melantho is out of humour (fays Madam Dacier : ) 
She had fome affairs upon her hands, which demanded no wit- -’ 
neffes, meaning the vicious commerce between her. and Earyma- 
ches. Women never forgive their own fex a frailty. Dacier is 
undoubtedly in an error; Esrymachns in the end of the laft book 
lefc the Palace, and therefore Melantho could not {peak out of any 
apprehenfions of having a ftop put to her affairs this night, by 
the prefence of. U/y/fes. | 


ls a Can 
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Can thefe lean fhrivel’d limbs unnerv’d with age, 
Thefe poor but honeft rags, enkindle rage? 


go In crowds we wear the badge of hungry Fate, 


And beg, degraded from fuperior ftate! 
Conftrain’d! a rent-charge on the rich I lives 

~ Reduc’d to crave the good I ance could give: 

A Palace, wealth, and flaves, I late poffefs’d, 

95 And all that makes the Great be call’d the blefs’d: 
My gate, an emblem of my open foul, — 
Embrac’d the poor, and dealt a bounteous dole, 
Scorn not the fad reverfe, injurious miaid! 

"Tis Fove’s high will, and be his will obey’d! 


ooNor think thy felf exempt: that rofy prime 


Muft fhare the general doom of with'ring time: 
To fome new channel foon, the changefal tide 
OF royal grace th’ offended Queen may guide; 
‘And her lov’d Lord unplume thy tow’ring pride. 


1og Or were he dead, ’tis wifdom to beware: 


Sweet blooms the Prince beneath -4pollo’s care; 
Your 


vy. 196. Sweet blsoms the Prince beneath Apallo’s cave} It 
may be askd why Telemachns is faid to owe the prefervation of 
his life to Apollo ? Exftathins anfwers, that he was cail’d “O Sree 
xuporpiees by Antiquity; and that Daphne from being his favou- 


rd 


rite was named xpeGaase: But perhaps that epithet was appro- 


priated to Apollo, becaufe all immature deaths in the. male fex 
were a(cribed to him, as they were to Diane in the female; it 
may 
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Your deeds with quick impartial eye furveys; 
Potent to punifh what he cannot praife. 
Her keen reproach had reach’d the Sov’reign’s ear; 
; ; 110 Loquacious infolent! fhe cries, forbear: | 
To thee the purpofe of my foul I told, 
Venial difcourfe uablam’d with him to hold. 
- The ftoried labours of my wand’ring Lord, 
To footh my grief, he haply may record : 


may therefore be faid with great propriety that it is owing to 
the favour of Apollo, that Telemachus had not died an immature’ 
death, or that he was atriv’d to manhood: Es/fathins adds, that 
Apollo, as he is the Sun; may be called the nourifher of all things 
that breathe, as well as of the inanimate creation; it is owing to 
his influence that every being comes to maturity, and in this 
- fenfe likewife he may be called xxpélpcqes. What Exftathias af- 
cribes to Daphne, Dacier applies to Diana, and tells us, that fhe 
_ was called xxfofarsée, and that the Antients celebrated a feftival 
an her honour for the health of their infants. : 


v. 110. Legnacions infolent : Were this place to 
be render’d literally, it would be thus, Thes bold impudent bitch; 
Sapboanrtn xu‘ov adds. It is fpoken by so i In ovr age it 

_43s an expreffion fo vulgar, as not co be uttered in common con- 
verfation, much*lefs in Epic Poetry: ’Tis crue, it fully expreffes 
the height of impudence, and in Homer’s time it was no more 
mean, than calling a coward a deer, and both the expreflions are 
joined cogecher in the Grft of the Ihad, | 


Thos dog in forehead, but in heart a deer. 


Ie is there fpoken by Achilles: and in another place of the iad 
Jupiter a pe it ww his wife, and calls fue an impudent bitch: 
a plain indication that the expreffion was not mean, as it is at 
ahis day, becaufe ic was ufed by the greaceft of Heroes, and the 
fupreme ef Geds. 


16 Xe 


204 HOMER'’sODYSSEY. Book XIX. 


IIs Yet him, my gueft, thy venom’d rage hath ftung ; 
Thy head fhall pay the forfeit of thy tongue! 
But thou on whom my palace-cares depend, 
Enrynome, regard the ftranger friend: 
A feat foft fpread with furry {poils prepare, 
120 Due-diftant. fer us both to fpeak, and hear. 
The menial Fair obeys with duteous hafte: 
A feat adorn’d with furry {poils the plac’ds 
Due-diftant for difcourfe the Heroe fate; 
When thus the Sov’reign from her chair of ftate : 
12$ Reveal, obfequious to my firft demand, 
‘Thy name, thy lineage, and thy natal land. 


v. 116, Thy head fhall pay the forfeit of thy tongue!) The 
expreffion in the Greek is remarkable. 


¢ 


O of xsparn aapatec. 


’ gbich you {hall wipe spon your own head, or as Enftathins ex- 


plains it, «a crime which you fhall make to cleave to your own 


“‘ head:” a fimilar expreffion (adds the fame Author) occurs 1p 


Sophocles. 


enc) Aslpoicrey pebper 
Knaidus eftpeakter. 


From whence it appears, that the blood that was found upon the 


fword was wip’d upon the head of the flain; an intimation thac 


his own blood was fallen upon the head of the deceas'd, and the 
living were free from it. This is a very remarkable cuftom, and 


there are many expreflions like it in the {criptures ; namely bis 
blood be spen his own head. It was cuftomary amongft the Remans 
to wath their hands, in roken of innocence and purity from blood: 
Thus the Roman Governor wafh’d his hands, and {aid, 2 am inno- 
cent of the blood of this juft perfon, 


He - 


cece 
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He thus: O Queen! whofe far-refounding fame, 

Is bounded only by the ftarry frame: 
Confummate pattern of imperial {way, 

I 30 Whofe pious rule a warlike race obey! 
In wavy gold thy fummer vales are drefs'd ; 
Thy autumns bend with copious fruit opprefs‘d: 
With flocks and herds each graffy plain is ftor’d s 
And fith of ev’ry fin thy {eas afford: 

135 Their affluent joys the grateful realms confefs; 
Aad biefs the Pow’r that ftill delights to blefs. 
Gracious permit this pray’r, imperial Dame! 
Forbear to know my lineage, or my name: 

Urge not this breaft to heave, thefe eyes to weep; 

140 In {weet oblivion let my forrow fleep! 


Vv. 129. Confammate pattern of imperial Pike Homer here 
gives an amiable piGure of a mild and juft Government: Ic..is 
a truth certain and univerfal, where the fubje& enjoys the fruits 
of his tnduftry, the earth” will always be well cultivated, and 
bring forth in abundance ; the fea will furnifh the land with plen- 
ty of fifhes, and men will plant when they are fure to gather che 
fruits. It is the conftane obfervation of all travellers, that the 
worft firuation under an eafy government enjoys more plenty, and 
as fuller of inhabirants, than the beft foil and happieft ficuacion 
under an arbitrary power. This whole paffage is very beauriful, 
and the more beautiful becaufe the words proceed from the mouth 
of a King. 


My 
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My woes awak’d will violate your ear; 
And to this gay cenforious train, appear 
A winy vapour melting in a tear. 
Their gifts the Gods refum’d (the Queen rejoin’d.) 
14$Exterior grace, and energy of mind; 
When the dear partner of my suptial joy, 
Auxiliar troops combin’d, to conquer They. 
My Lord’s protecting hand alone wou’d raife | 
My drooping verdure, and ‘extend my praife! - | 
3$O Peers from the diftant Sanian fhore refort ; 
Here with Dwlichians join’d, befiege the Court: 
Zacynthus, green with ever-fhady groves, 
And Ithaca, prefumptuous boaft their loves: 
Obtruding on my choice a fecond Lord, 
Is$ They prefs the Hymenean rite abhorr’d. 
Mif-rule thus mingling with domeftic cares, 
I live regardlefs of my ftate-affairs: 
Receive no ftranger-gueft, no poor relieve ; 
But ever for my Lord in fecret grive! meu 
160 This art, inftin@ by fome cceleftial pow’r, 
I try’d, elufive of the bridal hour : | 
“* Ye Peers, 1 cry, who prefs to gain a heart, 
S| Whese dead Ulyges claims no future part; 


* Rebate 


— 
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“* Rebate your loves, each rival fuie fufpend, 
165° Till chis funereal web my labours end:. 
‘© Ceafe, till to good Laertes I bequeath 
«A pall of ftate, the ornament of death. 
«© Ror when to Fate he bows, each Grecian dante 
“© With juft reproach were licens‘’d to defame; 
170 Shou'd He, long honour’d in fupreme command, — 
«¢ Want the laft duties of a daughter’s hand. 
The fiction pleas’d! their loves I long elude; 
The night ftill ravell’d, what the day renew’d, 
Three years fuccefsful in my art conceal’d, 
175 My ineffectual fraud the fourth reveal’d: 
Befriended by my own dometftic fpies, | 
The woof unwrought the Suitor-train furprize. 
From nuptial rites they now no more recede, | 
And fear forbids to falfify the brede. 
180 My anxious parents urge a {peedy choice, 
- And to their fuffrage gain the filial voice: 
For Rule mature, Telemachus deplores 
His dome difhonour’d, and exhaulted ftores_—ammq 
But ftranger! as thy days feem full of fate, 
185 Divide difcourfe, in turn thy birth relate: 
Thy Port afferts thee of diftinguifh’d race; 
No poor unefather'd product of difgrace, 
: Prince ! 
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Princefs! he cries, renew’d by your command, — 
The dear remembrance of my native land, 
¥90 Of fecret grief unfeals the fruitful fource; 
And tears repeat their long-forgotten courfet 
So pays the wretch, whom fate conftrains to roam, 
The dues of nature to his natal home! —_-seme | 
But inward on my foul let forrow prey; 
IOS Your fovereign Will my duty bids obey. . 
_ Crete awes the circling waves, a fruitful foil! 
And ninety cities crown the fea-born Ifle: 
Mix'd 


v. 196, Ge. Crete Ie it not without a good 
reafon that Usffes is fo particular in the Geography of Crete ; 
he does it, that Penelope from the knowledge of the truth which 
he {peaks concerning that Hland, may be induc’d to give the rea- 

- dier credit to his fucceeding fitions. In the Ihad, Homer calls 
Crete txetlcpemronss, or the Iland with an hundred cities, 4b, 2. 


Crete’s kandred cities powr forth all her fons. 


Here he affirms it to have no more than ninety. Strabo is vee 
ry full upon this difficulty, 4b. 10. phorus (fays that Author) 
judges that ten cities were buile by the Dorians after the Trojan 
war, under A/themences; and therefore U/y/fes here mentions Crete 
as having only ninety: But this opinion carries no probability. 
Others affirm, that ten cities were demolifhed by the enemies of 
Idomeneus, but this is no more than a conjecture: The truth is, 
Homer does not affirm that there were an hundred cities in thetime 
- of the war with 7roy, but in his own age; for the Poet in that 
place {peaks in his own perfon) if -he had put the words into 
the mouth of any one who had liv’d in the time of the war, hé 
would not have called it the, Ife of the hundred, but ninety ci+ 
ties, aceording to this defeription of USffes; it being very impro- 
bable, thar ten of the Cretan cities fhould be deftroy’d, either during 
3 the 
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Mix’d with her genuine fons, adopted names 
In various tongues avow their various claims: 
Cydonians, 


the war, or after the return of Zdomenens; for Homer himfelf 
teftifies thac he return’d fafe to Crete with all his foldiers, &b. 3: 
of the Odyffey. | 


And thofe whom Idomen from Wion’s plain 
Had led, fecnrely croft the dreadful main. 


And therefore he had fufficient forces to defend his country: But 
tho’ we allow that thofe cen cities had been deftroy’d afrer his 
return, yet how could Uly/fes come to the knowledge of it, having 
neither been in Crete, nor met with any Cretan to inform him in 
all his voyages? Ic is therefore prebable that in the time of the, 
Trojan war Crete had no more than ninety cities, but an hun- 
dred in the days of Homer: and this fully reconciles the Iliad with 
Odyffey; in the Odpffey it is Uiyffes that fpeaks, in the Iliad, 

eT , 

Virgil {peaks of Crete after the manner of Homer, 


Creta Fovis magns medio jacet infula ponto 
Centane verbes habitant magnas, uberrima regna. 


The other ten cities were built by the Derians (as Ephoras writes) 
under Althamenes. 


& 

Vv. 199. In varions tongues ] The meaning of this is, 
that the natural inhabitants of Crete were mix’d with ftrangers who 
had fettled in the IMand; or as fome imagine (fays Exftathixs) U- 
dyffes {peaks thus out of fear, left Penelope fhould difcover him not 
to be a native of Crete from his wrong pronunciation of the lan- 
guage of the Cretans. We may gather from Strabo, that the Do- 
vians inhabited the eaftern parts, the Cydonians the weftern, the 
Eteo-Cresans the fouthern, and the reft of the nation being moft 
powerful, poffeft che plain country lying toward the north: The 
Eteo-Cretans, that is, the true Cretans, were the original inhabi- 
tants of the Ifland, and probably alfo the Cydoniens, There is fome 
difficulty in the word tprycixes. Andron the Hifterian (continues 
Strabo) affirms, that the Doviaxs whe lived near Parnaffas planted 
@ colony in Crete, and built three cities, and from thence call’d 
_ themfelves 
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2COCydenians, dreadful with the bended yew, 
And bold Pelagi boaft a native’s due: =. - ' 
The Dorians, plum’d amid the files of war, _ 
Her foodful giebe with fierce Achaians fhare Fy 
Croffas, her capital of high command; _ 


20s Where {ceptred Mines with impartial hand 
Divided Right; each ninth revolving year 
By Jove receiv’d, in council to confer, _ @) 
His 


themfelves rpryctixer, quafs tvipartiti, But Strabo rejeéts this opie 
nion of po sa for thee Dorians poflefs’d four cities, and their 
country was called tilpozonss; he therefore believes them to have 
taken that name from a triple creft, or from having them adorn- 
ed with hair after the manner of a phimage, from wpixes Heer 
ing hair, But perhaps Serabs is in a miftake, for Tincydides, hb, 
1. Pp. 107. and Diodorns, lib. 11. pag. 60. confirm the Opinion of 
fndron. The words of Strcbo have given preat trouble to the 
Commentators, and they ingenioufly confefs they cannot under- 

nd them. The expreffion is tgsxives Acgs ipamiaus: The dif- 
ficulcy lies in ipxiauc; but if we read the fentence thus, all will 
be plain, tpryives aceuc, # igauiaaus, that is, crefts adorn’d with 
hair, or fomething like it, from tpaesrros, aqualis, Dacier. 


V+ 206, aman Each ninth revolving year, sg This Adinos, 
King of Crete, was an excellent lawgiver, and as Ephoras writess 
‘(fays Strabo) co give his laws the greater veneration he ufed to 
defcend into a cave facred ta Fupiter, and pretend that he had 
there received them from the mouth of that Deity; this is the 
reafon why Homer tells us he convers’d with Jupiter. Thus alfo 
Nama Pompilins boafted of the fame favour from cfigeria, to 
make his decrees to be received by the Romans, The only diffi- 
culty is in the word évvéagos 3 and ic has been generally believed 
to imply, thac Adinos continued in the cave of Jupiter nine whole 
ears: but Cafaxbon remarks, that it never fignifies nine years, 
ut every ninth year; as tpélate does not mean three days, buc 
the chard day :. and this agrees exa@ly with the Hiftory of Mines, 
(fee Valerins Mascimns, lib, x, cap. 2.) who was accuftomed nha 
: ee 
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His fon Deucalion bore facceffive {way ; 
His fon, who gave me frit to view the day! 


view and re€tify all his laws every ninth year. Plato quotes this. 
affage in his piece, entitled Adinos, and puts this laft obfervation ' 
and all difpute: ‘* Homer tells us (fays that Author) that Adie 
- © nos convers’d with Jupiter every ninth year, sydre itu, and’ 
s¢ went to be inftruéted by him as a {cholar by a matter ;°% and 
a little lower beadds, ipcita bY ivoire true tig at¥lpov duce 0 Mivas, Cre. 
that is, “ he went into the cave of Fxpiter, to learn new laws; 
* or co reform the old which he had received in the former pe 
* riod,” ti mplliga tviclegids, This Adinos was the moft juft of 
all mankind, and ‘for this reafon was fuppos’d to be made one of 
the infernal judges. P/ntarch in the life of Demetrius makes 2 
fine remark upon this defcription of Minos; ‘ Homer (fays he 
* has noc honour’d with the glorious title of the Difciple of 
86 Jupiter, the greateft warrior or oppreffor, or a renown’d ty- 
* rant; bue the man famous for his juftice and probity, a legiflator, 
€ and a benefa&tor to mankind. Dacier. 


v. 207, By Jove receiv’d, in council to confer,] The word in 
the Greek is se see and Plato fully explains it in his 2diws ;. 
‘tapes is the difcourfe, cagiswe the perfon who difcourfes; 6 cure- 
crasne &y Acyoe: O:hers (continues P/ato) underftand it to fignif 
the gueft ot Fapiter, cuy-w-rmy, cyucraisny, a perfon that was ade. 
mitted to the table of Fup‘ter, or a partaker in his diverfions; bute 
the falfity of this Gp'nion (adds he) will fufficiently appear, if . 
we remember, that of all the Greeks, the Cretans and Lacedcme- - 
nians who lecro’d it from them, alone abftain from compotations, 
and diveifions arifing from them; and in particular this is one 
of the laws of Mines enaéted in Crete, pan cupem.viiy dAdNAOS Big 
psi, commanding the Cretans not to drinic in their entertains 
ments to excefs. Thus far Dacéer; to which I thall add that 
this remark of P/ato may perhaps contribute greatty to the glory 
of Mincs, buc gives little honour to Jupiter; ic imlinuares that a 
perfon who drinks with that tg & might endanger his fobriery 5 
otherwife to be admitted to the table of Fapiter is an inftance of 
favour and familiarity, and would have been an honour to Minos, 
Horace is of this opinion, for fpeaking of Tantalns, lib, 1. Carma, 
he mentions it as a peculiar teftimony of favour ; 


Occidit G Pelipis genitor, conviva drorwn. 
That is, according to Homer’s expreflion, Sav cvreciaghe or cupe- 


worns, 
a The 
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210 The royal bed an elder iffue ble#, 
_ Idomeneus, whom lian fields atteft 
Of matchlefs deed: untrain’d to martial toil 
I liv'd inglorious in my native Ifle, — 
Studious of my peace; and Zthon is my name. 
21$ Twas then to Crete the great Uly/fes came; 
For elemental war, and wintry Fove, 
From Malea’s gulty cape his navy drove 
To bright Lwcina’s fane ; the thelfy coaft — 
Where leud rufus in the deep is loft. 
220 His veffels moor’d, (an incommodious port !’) 
‘The Heroe fpeeded to the Cuofian court: 
Ardent the partner of his arms to find; 
In leagues of long commutual friendfhip join’d. - 
Vain hope! ten fons had warm’d the weitern ftrand, 
225 Since my brave brother with his Cretan band 


WV. 218, To bright Lucina’s fantom} Strabo informs 
us, that upon the Amniffas there is a cave facred to Ilythia) or 
Eucina, who prefides over childbirth. The reafon given by En-. 
fathins why the Poet places the cave by that river is tvo frivo- 
lous to be recited: It is probable that it was called the cave of 
Llithya, becaufe fome great Lady had-made ufe of it, upoR an oc- 
cafion in which women invoke the affiftance of that Goddels;. 
or perhaps becaufe wacrer is one of the great principles of gene- 
rauon, the temple ef Lacina could not be placed in a more pro- 


e Stuation, than upon the banks of a river, and clofe by. the fea. 
aier. ; | 
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Had {ail’d for Trey: but to the genial feaft 
My honour’d roof receiv’d the royal gueft : 
Beeves for his traig the Cnefian Peers aflign, 
A public treat, with jars of gen’rous wine. 
_ 230 Twelve days, while Boreas vex'd th’ aerial fpace, 
My hofpitable dome he deign’d to grace: 
And when the aorth had ceas’d the ftormy roar, 
He wing'd his voyage to the Phrygian fhore. 
Thus the fam’d Heroe, perfected in wiles, _ 
235 With fair fimilitude of truth beguiles 
The 


v, 228. Beeves for his train the Cnoflian Peers affigns 

AA public treat 

It was not to be expe&ed, and indeed it was almoft impoffible 

that one perfon fhould entertain Usyffes and his whole fleet, which 

_confifted of twelves veflels. This paflage therefore gives us a re- 
markable.cuftom ef Antiquity, which was, that when any per- 

fon with too great a number of attendants arrived in other coun- 

tries, the Prince receivec the chief perfonage and his particular 

_ friends, and the reft were entertain’d atthe public expence, Dacier. 


> Vv. 235. With fair fimilitude of trath beguiles.) The word in 
the Greek is ioxey, which has been ufually interpreted to be che 
fame with éasye, but thofe thar ‘peak with more exaétnefs 
derive it from iioxs, sixeler, amisnovilwv apse aanSuav, chat 
is, he accommodated and adapted his fAétions to probibility or 
truth; and Hefychins expiains the fame word by eixaZa, pcos: 
Horace almoft literally tranflates this verfe. 


Atqne ita mentitur, fic veris falfa remifct, 
Primo ne.medinm, medio ne diftrepat imum. 


And indeed in thts line the whole are of an Epic. Poem is com- 
prehendeds which is a mixture of truths and fiétions, bur & tions 
conformable to verity; or to fpeak in the language of a Critic, 

the 
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The Queen’s attentive ear: diffolv’d in wee, - 
From her bright eyes the tears unbounded flow. 
As {nows colleéted on the mountain freeze; 
When milder regions breathe a vernal breeze, 


- 


the fable of the Epic Poem fhould be both probable and marvel- 
lous; aftonifhing, yet credible: if it be only credible, it differs 
in nothing from Hiftory; if only marvellous, it is no beccer chan 
2 Romance. The great fecret therefore of an Epic Writer is 
to produce in the Reader’s mind at the time both belief and 
aftonifhment, and this is here perform’d by U/yffes. 

Dacier far P Arifeter 


v. 238. As fnows colleded, &e.] Ic is not eafy to take the 
point of this fimile. Monf. Peranit grievoufly miftakes it: «The 
_“ defcription (fays he) which Homer gives us of the -forrow 
“© ef Penelope is very unaccountable; her body melted like {now 
*¢ upon an high mouncain, when the eaft wird meles ic, and the 
*¢ {now thus melted fills the rivers; thus ic was that the fair 
“ cheeks of Penelope melted,”” This, fays Peranlt, is eranflated 
« word for word. But in reality it refembles Homer in nothing. 
bur the repetition of the word melted, or cixélo, which in mo-- 
dern languages is burthenfome to che ear, bur noe in the Greek; 
for the word differs from it felf according to its different forma- 
tion, almoft as much as a new one, and gives a very diftanc 
found ; for inftance, ringl, raxeeivn, xatitnfey:; Whereas there 
as almoft an identity of found in melt, melted, or melting; of in 
the French, lignifie, liqnuifiée, liquifiotent, Neither has Peranlt en- 
fered into the fenfe of the comparifon: ixtlo xpa'e is only a fie 
Surative hyperbule, as when we fay a perfon is confam’d or 
wafled with prief; or perhaps tixw fignifies no more than sa- 
emedic, as taxepcs bumides. In reality it is the Quantity of. tears 
that is intended to be reprefented, and the fimile is thus to be 
underftood: The {nows heap’d upon the mountains by che cold 
weft wind. are the forrows accumuated in the foul on Penelope; 
the warm eaflern wind, which diffolves thefe fnows, is the reci- 
tal of U/yffrs, which melts thofe furrows into tears and makes 
them flow. When Asam-emion weeps, in the ninth of the Iliad, 
his tcars are compared toa fountain of water falling from a rock; 
but women being more protule of tears, thofe of Penelepe are__ 
here compared to a siver. 


The 
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249 The fleecy pile obeys the whifp’ring gales, 
Ends in a ftream, and murmurs thro’ the vales: 
So, melted with the pleafing tale he told, 
Down her fair cheek the copious torrent roll’d: 
_ She to ber prefene Lord laments him loft, 
245 And views that obje@ which the wants the moft ! 
- With’ring at heart to fee the weeping Fair, 
His eyes look ftern, and caft a gloomy ftare; 
Of 


v. 244. She to ber prefent Lord laments him loft.| Dacier ob- 
ferves that this is added by Homer not for our information, for 
we already know it; but becaufe it is a refle&ion which muft 
neceffarily occur to every Reader: It is a thing extraordinary to 
lament a perfon prefent, as if he were abfolurely loft; and we 
reap a double fatistaGtion from the relation, by oebferving the be- 
haviour of Penelope towards Ubffess and of Ulyffes towards Pe- 
elope; while he is at the fame time in one fenfe both abfenc 
and prefent. 


v. 247. His eyes look fiern, and caft a gloomy fare.| There is 

a beautiful concraft between Usffes and Penelope; Penelope indul- 
ges her pafhion for Ubffes, Ulpffes reftrains his for Penelope: the 
i€ture of Utyffes is drawn to the life, he is affaulted at once with 
everal paflions, aftonifhment and admiration on the one fide, and 
compaflion and a defice to: comfort Penelope on the other; thefe 
pei being in an equal bullance, and exerting an equal forces 
e remains fixed, like a wave driven by contrary winds, and 
ields to neither of their impulfes; ic is thus Usyffes continues 
na fteady admiration, as if he had loft all thought. This paf- 
{age is too beutiful not co have been explain'd by the Antients: 
Pletarch quotes it as an inftance of che command a wife man 
ought to have over h:s pafhions. “ Ulyffes who was the moft elo- 
*¢ quent yet was the mutt filent of men, ali his tuculies were o- 
¢¢ bedient, and fubjeé& to reafor, he commanded his eye not to 
“ werp, his congue not ro fpesk, and his very heart not to pant 
or tremble: Hsreafon irfluenc’d even his it: ward snotions. and 
«© Subdued the very bluod and vital fpirit,” And in his ae a 
a ora 


a 
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Of horn the ftiff relentlefs balls appear, 
Or globes -ef iron fix’d in either {phere; 
20 Firm wifdom interdiés the foft'ning tear. 
A fpeechlefs interval of grief enfues, 
Till thus the Queen the tender theme renews. 
Stranger! that e’er thy hofpitable roof 
Ulyffes grac’d, confirm by faithful proof: : 
2$$Delineate to my view my ‘warlike Lord, 
His form, bis habit, and his train record. 
*Tis hard, he cries, to bring to fudden fight 
Ideas that have wing’d their diftant flight: 
Rare on the mind thofe images are trac’d, 
260 Whofe footfteps twenty winters have defac’d: 


Moral Virtues, he again quotes thefe verfes: ‘ Ulyffes had com- 
« pleatly fubjeéted all his faculties to right reafon, and he held 
c even his {pirits; his blood, and his tears under the governmentof 
<< his judgment.” Virgil paints Dido in the infernal thades almoft 
in the fame colours with U}ffes: : 


Illa folo fixos oculos averfa tenebat; 
Nec magis incepte vultem fermene movetur 
Quam fi dura filex, ant fiet Marpefia cantes. 


v. 248. Of horn the fiiff relentlefs balls appear. ] Exfiathins 
informs vs, that Homer apply’d this image of horny; or xepaross- 
de, to the eye, becaufe one of the coats of it is faid to be of 
an horny fubftance; but this is merely fanciful: if another cunic 
of the eye had been freely, there might have been forhe ground 
for the allufion; for Homer joins both of them in the illuftration, 
and only meant to reprefent the ftedfaftnefs of the eye of Ulpffes, 
in this affecting interview. 


But 


y] 


= 


. 
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But what I can, TCCCIVC.ememen ln ample mode, 
A robe of military purple flow’d 

O'er all his frame: illuftrious on his breaft, 
The double-clafping gold the King confeft. 


In the rich woof.a hound Mofaic drawn 


Bore on full ftretch, and {eiz’d a dappl’d fawn: 


4 


v. 262, &c. A robe of military purple, &e.] This is a rematrk- 
able paflage, and gives us an exa& defcription of the habic of a 
King in the days of omer, or perhaps ftill earlier in the days of 
Ulyffes. Purple feems antiently to have been appropriated to Kings, 
and. to them on whom they beftow’d it; thus Fudves viii. 26. the 
facred Hiftorian mentions purple rayment that was on the Kings 
of Midian. Thus Effier viii. 15. a garment of fine Jinen and’ 
purple is given to a favourite by King hafwerns; and 1 Mate 
cabees xliii, the ews made a’decree, that Simon fhould wear pur- 
ple and gold, and that none of the peop:e fhould wear pur- 
ple or a bxcv/e of gold without his permiffon, in token that he 
was the chief magiftrace of the ‘Fews; thusaifo Afac. x. 89. «A- 
lexander {ent fonathan a buckle of gold, as the ufe is to be given 
to fuch as are of the King’s blood. Ulyffes is here drett much 
afrer the fame manner; he wears purple, and a buckle or clafp of 
gold, asa fizgn of his regality, Bue what I woald chiefly obferve 
is, that the arc of embroidery was known in tnefe early ages, nay 


perhaps was in greater perfeétion than at this day; the embrai- 


dery was of divers colours, as we may gather from the epithet 
apply’d tothe fawn, zromiroy, Some perfons indeed tell us, thac 
this was inwoven into the cloch, and was made in the loom, 
but the words of Homer will admit of the other iNcerprecafions 


and it is evident that embroidery was known amongtt the Qii- 
~ enrals in the age of Ubfes, from Fudees ve a0. Have they not 


fred? have they not divided the prey, to Sifera a prey of divers co- 
lors, a prey of divers colours of needle work, of divers colomrs of nee- 
dle-work on bth fides, meet for the necks af them that take the peti? 
Here is evidently mention made of embroidery, and perhaps fuch 
was this robe of Uffes; but however this be, it is manifeft that 
all manner of creatures were figur’d upon the habic of ¥reat perfo- 
nages, and that chofe creatures were inwrouzhe fa naturally as to 
feem co bealive, 


Vou. IV, | K Deep 
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Deep in the neck his fangs indent their hold; 
They pant, and ftruggle in the moving gold. 
Fine as a filmy web beneath it fhon 


270 A veft, that dazzl'd like a cloudlefs fun: 


The female train who round bim throng’d to gaze, 


"In filent wonder figh’d unwilling praife. 


A fabre, when the warrior prefs’d to part, 


_I gave, enamel’d with Vulcanian art: 


275 


A mantle purple-ting’d, and radiant veft, 
Dimenfion’d equal to his fize, expreft 
Affetion grateful to my bonour’d gueft. 
A fav'rite herald in his train I knew, 

His vifage folemn fad, of fable hue: 


radiant veft, 

Dimenfion’d equal to bis fixe . 
fe may be ask’d, what is the meaning of the Téepusceile xilave 
bere mentioned by Uly/fes? Enffathins explains it by ovzegetipes, 
that is, neither too long nor too fhort, too wide or too f{canrcy, 
but exactly correfponding to the make of the body. Hefroa utes 
the fame word in the fame fenfe; and Hefychins interprets it in 
a fame manner, “Evpiiicy, xas prixgs rein moda TeppedleCipacroy, 

acier. 


v. 278. A fav'rite be74ld——mmmene |} This is very artful in 
Ulyffes: Penelope had ask’d what kind of perfon her husband was ; 
Uiyffes fears to give a defcription of himfelf, left by drawing the 
copy like the original now before the eyes of Penelope, fhe fhould 
difcover him to be Ubffes: He therefore diverts the enquiry, yet 
at the fame time fatishes her curicfity, by adding a new circum- 
ftance to confirm his veracity, by defcribing bis attendant and 
Herald Eurybates. Dacer. 


Vv. 275. 


$hort 


a —S— —-+-s 


| Book XIX. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 219 


28oShort woolly curls o’erfleec’d his bending head, 
O’er which a promontory- fhoulder {pread : 
Enrybates! in whofe large foul alone 
Ulyfes view'd an image of his own. 
His fpeech the tempeft of her grier reftor’d; 
285 In all he told fhe recognis’d her Lord: 
But when the ftorm was fpent in plenteous fhow’rs, 
A paufe infpiriting her languifh’d pow’rs, 
'  O thou, the cry’d, whom firft inclement fate 
| Made welcome to my hofpitable gate ; 
| 290 With all thy wants the name of poor fhall end; 
Henceforth live honour'd, my domeftic friend! 
The veft much envy’d on your native coatt, 
And regal robe with figur’d gold emboft, 
_ Ia happier hours my artful band employ’d, 
-29$ When my lov'd Lord this blifsful bow'r enjoy’d: 
. ‘The fall of Troy erroneous and forlorn 
~ Doom’d to furvive, and never to return! 
Then he, with pity touch’d: O Royal Dame! 
. Your ever-anxious mind, and beauteous frame, 
300 From the devouring rage of grief reclaim. 
.  Enot the fondnefs of. your foul reprove 
* For fuch a Lord! who crown’d your virgin-loye 
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With the dear bleffing of a-fair increafe, 
Himfelf adorn’d with more than mortal grace: 
3° Yet while I {peak, the mighty woe fufpend; 
Truth forms my tale; to pleafing ‘truth attend, 
The royal obje& of your deareft care, 
~ Breathes in no diftant clime the vital air: 
In sich Zie/protia, and the nearer bound | 
310 OF Theffaly, his name I heard renown’d : 
Without retinue, to that friendly fhore 
Welcom’d with gifts of price, a fumlefs ttore! 
His facrilegious train, who dar’d to prey 
* On herds devoted to the God of day, 
315 Were doom’d by Hove, and Phebus’ juft decree, 
To perifh in the rough Trisacrian fea, 
To better fate the blamelefs Chief ordain’d, 
A floating fragment of the wreci regain’d, 
And rode the ftorm ; ‘till by the billows tof, 
320 He landed on ‘the fair Pheacian coatt.: 
That race, who emulate the life of Gods, 
Receive him joyous to their bleft abodes: 
Large gifts confer, a ready fail command, 
To {peed his voyage to the Grecian ftrand, 
325 But your wife Lord, (ia whofe capacious foul 
High {chemes of pow’r in juft fucceflion roul ) 
His 
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His Ithace refus'd from fav’ring Fate, 
Till copious wealth might guard his regal ftate. 
Phedon the fact affirm’d, whofe fovereign {way 


33° Thefprotian tribes, a duteous race, obey : 


'35 I for Dalichinm urge the wat’ry way; 


And bade the Gods this added truth atteft, 
(While pure libations crown’d the genial feaft) 
That anchor’d in his port the veflels ftand,. 
To waft the Heroe to his natal land. | 


—~lt 


But firlt the Uly/ean wealth furvey : 
So rich the value of a ftore fo vaft 
Demands the pomp of centuries to wafte ? 


Vi 327. His Ithaca refns’d from fac'ring Fate, 

a Till copioms wealth might guard hisregal fiate.) 

U-yffes amafs’d great riches by being driven from country fo coun- 
try: Every Prince where he arrived made him great prefents, ae- | 
cording to the laudable cuftoms of hofpicalicy in tormerages. The 
word in the Greek (obferves Dacier) 18 ayuplaftsy, it is borrow’d 
from beggars, who by ftrolling from place to place get their live- 
lihood; and hence it was made ufe of fimply to amafs, or make 
colle&tions. Hefychixs explains it by ovaaszts, worizes, eyziotss in 
‘which words there are two errors, and it is manifeft they are 
corrupted: Monfieur le Fevre reads wloxifes, aysipss, Dacier. 

We may obferve that Uipffes gives himfelf great commendati- 
ons thro’ this whole interviews he calls himfelf dics ‘Odvacsve, 
and fays, that there were few men in the world like him; that 
he was Secis evaailxsos, or like the Gods: This is not a fign of 
waniry or oftentation, fince Usffes {peaks in the character of a 
ftranger : He muft therefore {pesk in the fame manner as a ftran- 


ger would have fpoke; that is, with honour of Uly/fes, to ingra- — = 


tiate himfelf with Penelope. Befides, this condu& conduces to per- 
fuade Peneiope, that he is the perfon he pre:ends to be, and bythe 
confequence contributes to prevent a difcovery. ‘ 
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The darling obje& of your royal love, 
340 Was journey’d thence to Dedonean Fove 3 
By the fure precept of the fylvan fhrine, 
To form the condu& of his great defign: 
Irrefolute of foul, his ftate to throwd 
In dark difguife, or come, a King avow'd ? 
345 Thus lives your Lord; nor longer doom’d to roams 
Soon will he grace this dear paternal dome. 
By ove, the fource of good, fupreme in pow'r! 
By the bleft genius of this friendly bow’r! 
I ratifie my fpeech; before the fun 
30 His annual longitude of heav’n fhall runy 
When the pale Emprefé of yon’ ftarry train 
In the next month renews her faded wane, 
Ulyfes will affert his rightful reign. _ 3 
What thanks! what boon! reply’d the Queen, are due, 
355 When time fhall prove the ftoried bleffing true: 
My Lord’s return fhou’d fate no more retard, 
Envy fhall ficken at thy vaft reward, 
. But my prophetic fears, alas! prefage, 
The wounds of Deftiny’s relentlefs rage 
360 I long muft weep! aor will Ubfes come, 
With royal gifts to fend you honour’d home !msmes 


Your 
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Your otber task, ye menial train, forbear: 
Now wath the ftranger, and the bed prepare; 
With {plendid palls the downy fleece adorn: 
365 Up-rifing early with the purple morn, 
His finews fhrunk with age, and ftiff with toil, 
In the warm bath foment with fragrant oil, 
Then with Télemacius the focial feaft . 
Partaking free, my {ole invited gueft; 
37° Whoe’er negleéts to pay diftinétion due, 
The breach of hofpitable right may rue. 
Ve 363. Now wafh the franger, &c.] This was one of the 
firft rites of hofpitality obferved cowards ftrangers, amonzft the 


Antients; the Scriptures abound with inftances of it: Abraham 
offers water to wath the feet of the Angels whom he miftook 


for ftrangers, @c. There was alfo a bath for the franger, but _ 


this feems to have been a greater honour (as Dacier obferves) 
than that of wafhing the feet; this may be gather’d from the 
manner in which it was pertormed; the daughters of the family, 
even young Princefle-, a at the baths but the wafhing the 
feet was an office committed to fervants: Thus the daughter of 
Neffor in the third Odyffey bath’d Telemachas, but Ubyffes being 
difguis’d like a beggar, Esryclea wafhes his feet. This agrees ex- 
actly with another paflage of {cripture; when David {ent to ask 
Abigail co wife, 1 Sam. xxv. 41. the made anwer, Let thine 
bandmaid be a fervant to seafh the feet of the fervants of my Lord, 
My memory fails me, if there be any other paffage, either in the 
Iliad or Odyffey, where this praCtice of wafhing che feet is direct- 
ly mention’d; the reafon is, this was an office perform’d only to 
anferior perfons; the bath was for Heroes and Kings. Now both 
Homer’s Poems are fill’d with the characters of fuch perfonages, 
_ and therefore there was no room to mention ic in other places: 
"cis crue, the word here is e7evi{ers, and does noc neceflarily im- 
py the wathing of the feec, but wafhing in general: yet here it is to 
underftood of the feet, for Enryc/ea in the atof wafhing them 
difcovers this ftranger to be Usy{fes. 
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The vulgar of my fex I moft exceed 

In real fame, when moft humane my deed: ' 

And vainly to the praife of Queen afpire, 
375 TF ftranger! I permit that mean attire, 
Beneath the feaftful bow’r. A narrow {pace 

Confines the circle of our deftin’d race; _ | 
’Tis ours, with good the {canty round to grace. 
Thofe who to cruel wrong their ftate abufe, 

380 Dreaded in life, the mutter’d curfe perfues ; 

_By death dif-rob’d of ali their favage :pow’rs, — 
Then, licens’d rage her hateful prey devours. 
But he whofe in-bora worth his aé&s commend, 
Of gentle foul, to human race a friend ; 

385 The wretched he relieves diffule his fame, 
And diftant tongues extoll the patron-name. 
| Princefs, he cry’d, in vain your, bounties flow. 
On me, confirm’d, and obftinate in woe, — 


’ 


A narrow fpace | 

Confines the circle of aur deftin’d race.) “The fenfe is - 
here cut fhore, and Homer, like a good Painter, leaves fomething 
to be fupply’d by the Reader’s imagination. Life is fhort, (fiys 
Penelope) we ought therefore to employ it in doing good. The. 
motive indeed which the ufes, is not entirely conformable co 
true Theology ; fhe here propofes ‘glory as the fole aim of doing 
Virtuous actions; tho’ in other places Homer plainly afferts, chat 
We ought to ack with piety to pleafe the Gods. Dacier, 


v. 376. 


When 
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When my lov’d'Crete receiv’d my final view, 
360 ind from my weeping eyes her cliffs withdrew ; 
Thefe tatter’d weeds (my decent robe refiga’d.? 
I chofe, the livery of a woful mind! 
Nor will my heart-corroding cares abate — 
| With fplendid palls, and canopies of ftate: 
_ 395 Low-couch’d on earth, the gift of fleep 1 {corn, 
And catch.the glances of the waking morn. 
The delicacy of your courtly train 
To wath a wretched wand’rer wou’d difdain ;. 
But if, in tract of long experience try’d, 
400 And fad fimilitude of woes ally’d, 


Some. 


Vv. 399. Bat if, is tra@ of long exrerience, &c.] I will have 
an old woman to wah me (fays Ubffes.) The reafon of this re- 
ueft is not evident at firft view; but Ex/fathins explains it by 
ewing that U/y/fes a&ts thus to avoid the infults and contempt 
of the younger damfels of Penelope; who had fufficiently outrag’d 
him in-this and the preceding book; they would think them- 
felves degraded by performing fuch an office to a beggar. Enfta- 
thins remarks, that fome antient Critics rejected three verfes here : 
It is abfurd, fay they, chac Uirfles fhould chufe Exryclea for this 
office, who was the only perfon who could difcover him, and 
ruin his defigns; he knew fhe was acquainted with the wound 
that afterwards difcovers him: But the truth is, Ubffes knew En- 
ryclea to be a perfon of wifdom, and he was in hopes to draw 
her over to his intereft, and make ufe of her in his affairs in the: 
future parts of the Odyffey; and this he does upon many impor- 
tant occafions, in particular in locking up the Palace at the time 
of the battle beeween him and the Suitars; fo that by her means 
he prevents the report of that great incident from being carried 
to their partizans abroad: here therefore he arttu'ly brings it a- 
bout, that Esryc/es fhould be afign’d to this oiice, not only to 
; K5 eVoid 


fa 
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Some wretch reluctant views acrial light, 
To her mean hand affign the friendly rite. 

Pleas’d with his wife reply, the Queen rejoin’d: . 
Such gentle manners, and fo fage a mind, 


40g In all who grac’d this hofpitable bow'r 


I ne’er difcern’d, before this focial hour: 

Such fervant a8 your humble choice requires, 
To light receiv’d the Lord of imy defires, 

New from the birth: and with a mother’s hand 


410His tender bloom to manly growth fuftain’d: | 


Of matchlefs prudence, and a duteous mind; 
Though now to life’s. extremeft verge declin’d, 
OF ftrength fuperior to the toil affign’d cms 


avoid the infults of the other females, but to make ufe of her 
faithfulnefs and wifdom to carry on his defigns, and make the. 
way more eafy to the Suitors Deftru@ion. The choice there- 
fore .was prudent; fhe was aged, and acquainted with human mi-. 
feries, not only by reafon of her age, but had herfelf fuffer’d in 
all the affliGtions of Penelope and Telemachus: we find (he is defcri- 
bed as a mother to the whole family, and fhe all along adopts the 
afflictions of it: Eafisthins therefore may. perhaps be miftaken 
when he afferts this to be an inftance of ill counfels crown’d with 
good fuccefs, But then it may be ask’d, if Esryclea was a perfon 
of fuch wifdom and fidelity, why does not Uses truft her with 
the fecret of his return? The reafon is plain, it would not only 
have been contrary to his cautious nature, but a breach of all de- 
eency to truft himfelf to Exryclea, and not to Penelope ; this would 
in fome meafure have rais’d the character of the fervant, above 
that of his wife and Queen. Part of this note 1 am indebted for 
& M, Daster ° ; . 


Rife, 


Aly 


420 
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Rife, Esrycton ! with officious care 

For the poor friend the cleanfing bath prepare: 

This debt his correfpondent fortunes claim, 

Too like Ulyfés, and perhaps the fame! 

Thus old with woes my fancy paints him now! 

For.age untimely marks the careful brow. 
Inftant obfequious to the mild command, 

Sad Euryclea rofe: with trembling hand 

She veils the gorrent of her tearful eyes ; 

And thus impaflion’d to herfelf replies. 


Vv. 423. She veils the torrent of her tearful eyes.| Dacier ob- 
ferves that Ariftotle in his third book of Rhetoric quotes this 
ation of Exryclea as an inftance of a Paralogifm familiar to Ho- 
mer; and again in his Poetics, he cites it to the fame purpofe: 
A Paralogifm confifts in making ufe of falfe reafoning, and draw- 
ing a falfe confequence from true premiffes: « All men, fays Arif- 
se gosle, are naturally perfuaded that where fuch a thing is, or is 


‘Son 


~ 


« done, fuch another muft happen; we may therefore make chem. 
<< eafily believe that if the laft is, che irft muft confequencly bes but. 


‘© in reality, the latter,which we lay down as truth being often falfe, 
« the former is fo more frequently, for it does not follow, thas 
« -becaufe one thing is, another muft neceffarily be; buc becaufe 
“¢ we are perfuaded of the truth of the latter, we conclude falfly, 
« chat the former is alfo crue.’ The Reader will enter into the 
meaning of Arifforle; and underftand what a Paratogifm is, by an 
example of it; for inftance, if we were to prove a man to be if 
love, we bring it as an argument that he is pale: now this is 
a falfe reafoning or paralogifm, becaufe a perfon may be pale from 
other reafons than love. Thus in the inftance of Esrycles, “ Ho- 
« mer (fays Ariftetie) impofes upon his Reader, by mentioning 
« a fign that is known, to draw a confequence from it, to prove 


‘ea thing that is not known;” that is, Homer endeavours to prove — 


that the whole ftory concerning Ewryclea_is true, and that fhe 
really hid her eyes when fhe wer becaufe this is a cooteriene 
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Son of my love, and Monarch of my cares! 


425 What pangs for thee this wretched bofom bears! 


Are thus by Zove who conftant beg his aid 
With pious deed, and pure devotion, paid ? 
He never dar’d defraud the facred fane, 

OF perfe& Hecatombs in order flain:. 


430 There oft implor’d his tutelary pow’s, 


435 


Long to protraé& the fad fepulchral hour; 

That form’d for empire with paternal care, 

His realm might recognize an equal heir. 

QO deftin’d head! The pious vows are loft ; 

His God forgets him on a foreign coaft! anus 
7 | : Perhaps, 


‘~ / 


of paffion, and becaufe it is natural for perfons t0 conceal their 
eyes with their hands while they weep. This alfo is a Paralo- 


gifm, for every fyllable concerning Esryclea may be a fiGion of | 


the Poet, tho’ fuch a gefture is natural to a perfon in her cir- 
cumftances; the impofition confifts in this, namely, in the art of 
the Poet in endeavouring to deceive us into a belief, that becaufe 
perfons when they weep conceal their eyes, therefore it is true 
that Earylea thus actually wept; the latter may be evidently, tho’ 
the former be true: -Ariffotle brings this pra&tice of Homer as an 
example to all Poets how to tell lies as they ought, or agreeably. 


We 43+ . 
His God forgets him 7 
Exryclea we fee is aftonith’d to find that a perfon who is remark- 
able for his piety fhould be unforcunate; the age was not en- 
Jighten’d enough to know that calamity is often a proof of vir- 
tue, and a tryal not a punifhment. Maximus Tyrins, the Platonic 
22. differt. excellently explains this fubje&: * Who (fays chac 
*< Author) candeny Ulyffes to be a manof piety ? Fupiter remem- 


The pious vows are lof? ; 


© bers him, Minerva loves him, Mercury guides him, Calypjo is. 


** enamour’d. 
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‘Perhaps, like thee, poor gueft! in wahton pride 
The rich infult him, and the young deride! ‘ 
Confcious of worth revil’d, thy gen’rous mind 

The friendly rite of purity declin’d; 


44°My will concurring with my Queen’s command, | 


Accept the bath from this obfequious hand. » 
A ftrong emotion fhakes my anguith’d breaft; 
In thy whole form Uly/es feems expreft: 


44 Of allthe wretched harbour’d on our coaft, . 


None imag’d e’er like thee my matter loft. 


* enamour’d with him, and Lescothea faves his life! Who then 
¢ can deny but that Heaven try’d him with all his affii€tions, thac 
«© he might appear to be, and deferve to be called a good man ¥ 
«© this is the reafon why he fuffer’d at Troy, from the Suitors, by 
the Cyclops, by Cérce, and by thipwreck: this is the reafon why 
“¢ he wander’d as a vagabond, and a beggar; that he was half nae 
¢¢ ked, that he was ftruck and infulted, and fuffer’d a thoufand info- 
« Jencies from the riots of the Suitors: Ir was the favour and 
€ Jove of Heaven that brought him inro all thefe affiGions, and 
¢ noc the anger of Neptane.” When a gocd man fuffers, Heav’n 
frequently chufes him out as an Herse, who knows bow to be- 


have bravely in the day of adverficy, and this is agreeable to true 
Theology. 


v. 444. In thy whole form Ulyfles feems expreft, &c.] Homer 
continually draws his refle&tions from the prefent object: Penelo- 
pes atche fighc of this diftrefled and ill-cloath’d ftranger, breaks 
out into a tender fentiment, and cries, * Perhaps my Ulyffes is 
se fuch as he!’ for thus Esftathixs applies the expreffion, ¥ tas- 
ros Hv quotes dada dta xaxwov; that iss “ he was not fuch by 
** nature, but misfortune: But if we underftand it of a bodily 
refemblance, the fentiment is ftill beautiful, and the Reader can- 
not without pleafure fee Penelope deceived in comparing Udfes 
with Ulyffes, Dacier. 


Thus | 
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Thus half difcover’d thro’ the dark difguife, 
With cool compofure feign’d, the Chief replies: 
You join your fuffrage to the public vote; 
45° The fame you think, have all beholders thought. 
He faid : replenith’d from the pureft {prings, 
The laver ftrait with bufy care the. brings : 
In the deep vafe, that fhone like burnith’d gold, 
. The bniling fluid temperates the celd. 
455 Mean-time revolving in his-thoughtful mind 
The {car, with which his manly knee was fign'd; | 
His face averting from the crackling blaze, 
His fhoulders intercept th’ unftiendly rays. 
Thus cautioys, in th’ obfcure he hop’d to fly 
460 The curious fearch.of Enryclea’s cye. 


v. 448. won the Chief replies.}] This is very art- _- 
ful in Udffes: If he had deny’d the réfemblance, it might have. 
- given fufpicion; he therefore confefles it, and by contefling it 

perfuades Exryclea that he is not che real Ulyffes. Dacier. 


Vv. 457. His face averting from the crackling blaxe.| The rea- 
fon why Ubffes turns toward the darknefs is to avoid difcovery, 
and chat Esryclea might not examine him too curjoufly : bur this 1s 
not the whole defign of Homer; the Poet thus defcribes UAfes 
to give probability to the future ftory; for as Enflathins judici- 
oufly remarks, it is from this a@ion alone that the fainting of 
Emryclea, her laying her hand on the chin of Usyffes, his feifure 

-Of her throat to hinder her from difcovering him, efcape the no- 
sice of Penelope; Ulyffes is feated out of view, and withdrawn 
from obfetvation. Dasier, . 


Cautious 


-—-@_.. 
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Cautious in vain ! nor ceas’d the dame to find 
The {car, with which his niaaly knee was fign’d. 
/ This 
v. 461. Cautions in vain! nor seas’d the dame to find 
The Ds ee ai ; . ° ; — < 
This ftory concerning the wound of Ulyffes, may, I fear, in fome 
parts of iz, feem fomewhat cedigus; it may therefore be neceflary 
to fhew that it is introduc’d with judgment; and tho’ noc en- 
tirely entertaining, yet artful. 
Ariftotle in the eighth Chap. of his Poetics, {peaking of the unis 
of the aGtion of the Odyffey, mentions this wound of Usffes. 
omer, fays he, who excell’d other Poets in all refpects, feems 
perfe@ly to have known this defe&, (viz. that all the a&tions of 
- an Heree do not conftitute the unity of the a@ion, burt only fuch 
as are capable co be united with che fable) for in compofing his 
Odyffey. he has not mention’d all the adventures of U/ffes: For 
example, he has not join’d the wound he received upon Parnaf- 
fus with the account of his feign’d madnefs, when the Greeks 
allembled their army; for becaufe one of them happen’d, it was 
neither neceflary nor probable that the other fhould alfo happen ; 
buc he has inferred all that could have refpe& to one and the 


fame aétion. Monfieur Dacfer fully explains Arifotle; We have. 


in this precept (obferves that Author) two remarkable events in 


the life of Ubffes; his feign’d madnefs, and his, wound receiv’d 


upon Parnajjus : The Poet mentions. the wound, but is filent a- 
bout his madnefs: Hefaw that the latter had no connexion ei- 
_ther in truth or probability with the fubje& of his Poem, and 
therefore he fays not a word of it: he has a@ed otherwife with 


refpe& to the wound receiv’d upon Parwaffas; for altho’ thac. 
wound was no more to the matter of his Poem, than the mad-- 


nefs, yet he {peaks of it, becaufe he found an opportunity of infert- 
ing it fo naturally into his principal aétion, that it becomes a ne- 
celfary part of it, fince it caufes a remembrance of his Heroe, 
hac is, fince it is the occafion of Exryclea’s difcovering Ulyffes; fo 
chat this Hiftory which is here related at length is no foreign E- 
pifode, but a narural part of the fubje&, by being thus artfully 


united tO it. This fully reacties us of what nature che difference 
parts which a Poer ufes to form one and the fame aétion oughe | 


to be; namely, either neceffary or probable confequences of one 
anocher, as the remembrance of Usffes wasot this wound: eve- 
ry adventure then thathas not this connexion ought to be reje&ted 
as foreign, and as breaking the unity of the action: And nee 

: ore 
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This on Parnaffus combating the boar, | 
With glancing rage the tusky favage tore. 


$655 Attended by his brave maternal race, 


His grandfire fent him to the fylvan chace, 
Autolycus the bold: (a mighty -neme-~ 
For {potlefs faith, and deeds of martial fame: 
: — | Hermes 


fore Hemer took care not to interrupt the unity of his Odfey, by 
the Epifode ot the feign’d madnefs of Ulyffes; for that meident 
could not be produc’d by any that were neceflary or proper to the 
Poem; nor produce any that had the leaft relation to it. 

Boffn fully agrees with Ariffotle and Dacier, and gathers from 
this Epifode that fome incidents which make not dire&tly any 
pare of the ation or the fable may be inferred into a Poem, if 
oe incidents are neceflary to clear up any part of the fable or 
aGion. 

This remembrance, or difcovery by the wound, is mention’d in 


another place; feethe cwenry-firft Odyffey, Arifforle in his fe 


-venteenth Chap. of the Poetics prefers this remembrance to that 
there made to Exmens; tis (obferves that Author) here mana- 
ged with more addrefs and art; it is done without defign, and’ 
Seems a confequence of the ftory: There Ulyffes himfelf cifcovers 
the wound; here ic arifes from the fubje&, anda feries of inci- 
dents: there U/ffes has recourfe to it, and it caufes no furprize, 
becaufe there is no great art in fhewing a mark, which we are 
willing to have known. All remembrances therefore (fays Arif- 
totle) which produce their effects by defign have little ingenuity: 

Whereas thofe which are brought about by chance, furprize us, 
and are inftances of the Poet’s arc and addrefs. ) 


v. 467. Autolycus the bold: (a' mighty name. 
For fpotlefs faith ae 

"Fhis difficule paflage is well explain’d by Dacier and Enftathins : 
The words are ; oe 


és ctvOpasrec txtxaco 
Kaesloouyy 3’ Opx eo Veneers 


X which 


a iad 


470 Whofe fhrine with weanling lambs be wont toJoad.) © 
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Hermes his Patron-pod thofe gifts beftow’d, 


His’ 


which fiterally run thus, ‘ he furpafs'd all men in fwearing and 


‘6 ftealing:” a terrible charafter! if it were to be underftood 


according to the letter: It‘has been imagined, that Homer com-_ 
mends Antylocus for his addrefs in robbery, and making equivo- 
cal oaths; like the perfon (fays Ex/tathins) who made a truce 
with his enemies for feveral days, and immediately went and ra- 
vag’d their territories by night, and defended it, by telling them 
that the truce was not made for the night but the day: or like | 


‘the perfon mention’d by Athenens, who ftole a fifhy. and gave it. 


to his neighbour, and being queftion’d about it fwore, that he 
had it not himfelf, nor faw any other perfon fteal it: but this is 
not the meaning of Homer, for he calls Astolycus toSA0¢ or a 
good man; and adds that this xatzloovrn xai oper, was the gift of 
a God. The truth is, the former word does not here fSignifie 
theft, nor the Jatcer perjury : the former fignifies a laudable addrefs 
in concealing our own defigns, and difcoverimg thofe of our ene- 
mies; it confifts in furprifing them, when they leaft expe& us, 
in beating up their quarters, carrying off their convoys, their 
poviane and in fhore in all manner of ftratagems, auchoriz’d 

y the laws of war : opyoc fignifies fidelity in obferving an oath, 
and never violating the fan@tity of it. Plate in his Grit book de 
Repub. makes it plain, that this is the fenfe of Homer: He there 
quotes this paflage, and afferts chat he is the beft guardian of 
an army who knows how to fteal the counfels and enterprifes of 
the enemy, Ta Tar worsplov bie Bsrsipecdla, xal roe darag 
mrpatess; from this, it is there infesr’d, chat juftice is a kind of 
chicanery (xaewlixh vis én” cipeasia ginay, xed Brahu raw t%Opar) 
by which we ferve our friends, and bring detriment to our e- 
nemies; but the anfwer there given to this affertion is, ¥ a rcv 
Aia, or, by no means: It muft be underftood with fome reftric- 
tion: Ic is lawful to decieve an enemy in war, but in common 
life criminal. The qualities therefore that Homer commends in 
Antolycus, are his dexterity in difcovering, penetrating and pre- 
venting the defigns of his enemies, and the religious obfervance 
of his oaths, and not theft and perjury 3 Enffathius explains Ho- 
mer by adding xasvlooumy & xaxny, Opwoy ¥ aodrey. 

v. 469. Hermes his Patron-god thofe gifts befiow’d,| The rea- 
fon why Homer attributes thefe gifs Mercury is, becaufe he 
was the prefadent of fecrecy, or of all things that are ated nn 

adefire 
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His courfe to Ithaca this Heroe {ped, 
When the firft produ@ of Laertes’ bed 
Was new difclos‘d to birth: the banquet ends, 
When Evrycles from the Queen defcends, 
47$ And to his fond embrace the babe commends. ; 
“ Receive, the cries, your royal daughter’s fon ; 
“| And Name the bleffing that your pray’rs have wen. 


a defire of concealment. He is alfo the God of fpeech, it there- 
fore appertain’d to that Deity to guard the verity of it, in parti- 
cular of oaths; being the precedent of fpeaking. Dacier. 


V. 476. *° Receive, fhe cries, your royal daughter's for, &c.J 
We have here an antient cuftom obferv’d by the Greeks: The 
child was placed by the father upon the grandfather's knees, as & , 
token that a grandchild was the moft agreeable prefent that a for 
could make to a father. That this was an antient cuftom isevident 
from the liad : 


Miwils yévas0 con ipioowSas giroy vite 
EE tir yy adra— 


That is, the father of Phenix imprecated the furies, that Phenix 
gmight never have a fon to place upon his grandfather’s knees. 

It has been already remark'd that it was. cuftomary in Greece 
for the parents to name the child; here the grandfather names 
Ufyffes : but this is done by permiffion of the parents, for Asto- 
4yeus bids them give the name. 


Ulyffes was call’d 'Oduecsws, from ‘Odveoe, Irafcor ; implying 
fays Enftathixs) chat many hated, or were enraged at, Antolycus, 
or che mifchiefs he had done by his arc in war, ix TE pious Sik 
xrerrloruvev ; that is in other words, Axtelycus call’d Ubffes ‘Odve- 


Teeepis byece Suya'rp re obo) bop" —en 7 | 
dos fromthe terror he had been tu his enemies. " 


Then 
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Then thus the hoary Chief. “ My vitor arms 
“ Have aw’d the realms around with dire-alarms: 
480° A fure memorial of my dreaded fame | 
_« The boy hall bear s Ulyges be his name! 
“And when with filial love the youth fhall come 
« To view his mother’s foil, my Delphic dome 
*¢ With gifts of price thall fend him joyous home. 
485 Lur’d with the promis’d boon, when ‘youthful prime — 
Ended in man, his mother’s natal clime —— 
Uiyffes fought; with fond affection dear 
fag Amphithea’s arms receiv’d the royal heir: 
jet Her antient *:Lord an equal joy pofictt ; 
; 490 Inftant be bade prepare the genial feaft: 
A fteer to fori the fumpruous banquet bled, 
Whofe ftately growth five flow’ry fummers fed: 
His fons divide, and roaft with artful care 
5 The limbss then all the tafteful viands fhare. 
1. 495 Nor ceas'd difcourfe (the banquet of the foul) 
Till Phebus wheeling to the weltern goal | 
" Refign’d the skies; and night involv’d the pole. 
Their drooping eyes the flumb'rous fhade oppreft, 
Sated they rofe, and all retir’d to reft. 
F090 Soon as the morn, newsrob’d in purple light, 
Pierc’d with her golden. fhafts the rear of nights” 
Ub fie, 


| 
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Ubyfes, and his brave maternal race 
The young <Awtelyci, affay the chace. 
Parnafjus, thick perplex’d with horrid fhades, 
$Of With deep-mouth’d hounds the huatér-troop invades ; 
What time the fun, from ocean’s peaceful ftream, 
Darts o’er the lawn his horizontal beam. | 
The pack impatient {nuff the tainted. gale; 
The thorny wilds the wood-men fierce affail: 
$10 And foremoft of the train, his cornel {pear ts 
Ulyffes wav’d, to rouze the favage war. | 
Deep in the rough receffes of the wood, ° 
A lofty copfe, the growth of ages, ftood: 
Nor winter’s boreal bf, nor thund’rous fhow’r, 
SIS Nor folar ray, cou’d pierce the fhady bow'r, 
With wither’d foliage ftrew'd, a heapy ftore!.- 
_ The warm pavilion of a dreadful boar. 
Rous’d by the hounds and bunters’ mingling cries, 
The favage from his leafy founder flies : 
$20 With fiery glare. his fanguine eye-bails fthine,. 
And briftles high impale his horrid chine. © 
Young Ithacus advanced, defies the foe, 
Poifing his lifted lance in ac to throw: 
The favage renders vain the wound decreed, 
$2$ And {prings impetuous with opponent fpeed!.. 


a 
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His tusks oblique he aim’d the knee to goars 
Aflope they glanc’d, the fnewy fibres tore, 
And bar’d the bone: Uiyfes undifmay’d,. - . 
‘Soon with redoubl’d force the wound repay’d ; 
$30 To the right thoulder-joint the. {pear apply’d, — 
His further flank with ftreaming purple dy’d: 
On earth he ruth’d with agonizing pain ; 
With joy, and vaft furprize, th’ applauding train 
View’d his enormous bu!k extended on the plain. 
$35 With bandage firm Ubyffes’ knee they bound; 
‘Then chaunting myftic lays; the ‘clofing wound ~ 
Of facred melody confefs’d the force ; | 
‘The tides of life regain’d their azure courte, 


> ¢ : 


Then 


x / 


v. $36. Then chaunting myftic lays, the clofing wound 

"Of facred melody confefs'd the force. | ; 
Thisis @ remarkable inftance of the antiquity of that idle fuper- 
7 ftition of curing wounds by incantation or charms: yet Homer is 
no way blameable for mentioning it; he wrote according to the 
Opinion of the age, which whether true or falfe vindicates him 
as a Poet.’ Indeed almoft all other Poets-have fpoken more bold- 

‘ly than Homer of the power of incantations; thus Virgil, 


Carmina vel calo poffunt dedxcere Innam, 
_— — Carminibas Circe focios mutavit Ulyffei, 
Frigidns in pratis cantando rampitur anguis 


But we may defend Homer from Pliny, who has thought this 
oint, vz. whether charms are available phyfically, worthy of a 
erious difcuffion; he refers to this paflage in his natural Hiftory, 

dib. 28. cap. 1. Dixit Homerus proflnvium fangninis vulnerato fe- 
-mine Ubffem inhibniffe carmine, Tneophrafins, Hchiadicos fanari, Cate 
oe prodsdis 


ia 
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' 


Then back they led the youth with lowd acclaim; - ' 


$40 Astolycus, enamour’d with his fame, 


Confirm‘d the cure: aad from the Delphic dome 
With added gifts return’d him glorious home. 
He fafe at Ithaca with joy receiv’). 
Relates the hace, and early praife atchiev’d, 
‘ . ; : PK ae gid, ca , 
prodidit Laxatis membris carmen auxiliavi, Varro Podagris. Atta- 
us affirms, that if «1 man chance to fpy a {corpion, and pronounce 
abe word dxo, it will lie ftill, and never fhoot his fting. I think 
thefe grave Authors outdo even the fictions of Poets; and I hard- 
ly believe that any of them would have ventur’d to provoke a 
erpent, trufting to the charm. But we are to underftand this 
charm hot merely.as a fortn of ‘words, but as join’d with mufical 
notes, and then it may appear more rational: for the cure of the 
Sciatica, Theophrafins commends the Phrygian mufic, and A. Gel- 
lins for giving eafle to it; but «ddsy st Alemorie proditum eff. .A- 
pollonins in his book de Miris affirms from Theopprafius, that 
Mufic.cures many difeafes both of mind and body, xaSamep ass 
rupias, oibuc, nat Tag tori paxpiy ysyvomtves THe dtavoiag txod~ 
cus, tiaras de xaTavanos ioxiada xas erianfizy. And the fame 
Author affirms, that many in his time- efpecially the Thebans, 
ufed the pipe for the cure of feveral ficknefles, which Galen calls 
maTavrcty Ts TiwE, [uper loco affecto tibia canere ; OF loca dolentia 
decantare. I will not affirm thac fuch charms of mufic have no 
wer in fome maladies; every one knows what an effe& the 
arp of David had over the {pirits of Sani; but we have either 
loft, or not yetfound out the are: A natural reafon may be af- 
fign’d for it, for as the mufical notes move the air, fo the air 
moves the inward fpirits, and the humours of the body, which 
are the feac of difeafes ; fo that by chis naw motion they: may be 
condenfed, rarified, diffipated or expeli’d, according as they are 
agicated or influenc’d by che concuffion of the mufical notes; bur 
however this be, if orher Poets may fay that charms have power 
to ftop rivers in their courfes, Homer is not.co be condemned for 
afcribing the power of ftopping blood td incantations. See 
Br. Cowley’s Nates en-the firft book of his Davidets. = . 
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34F = Deep o’er his knee infesm’d, remain’d-the {car: 
Which noted token of the woodland war | 
“When Exryclea found, the ablution ceas’d ; 
Down cropp’d the leg, from ber flack band releae’d!. - 
The mingled fluids from the vafe redound; =. 

S$ The vafe reclining floats the floor around! a 
Smiles dew’d with tears the pleafing Rrife expreft -. . 
Of grief, and joy, alternate in her breaft. 
Her flutt’ring words in melting murmurs dy'd; 

| At length abrupteemy foo! emmy King lam the cry’d. -. 


‘Ve $54. mmmabrapt——omry fon !————my King! ——afhe cry'd.] | 
Ic may feem incredible that this dialogue between Us/ffes and Bx- 


ryclea could be held in the prefence of Penelope, and the not hear 
/ ac: How is this to be reconciled to probability > I will anfwer in 
the words of Exjfathins: The Poet, fays he, has admirably guard 
: ed againit this objection; it is for chis reafon that be mentions 
| the falling of Uiyffes’s leg into the water, the found of the veffe} 
: from that accident, the overcurning of it, an? the effufion of the 


water: all thefe different founds may eafily be. fuppofed to drown 
the veice of Exryciea, fo as it might noc be heard by Penelope; — 
it is true, fhe could not but obferve this copfuGon that happen’d 

while Exryclea walbes; but the age of Exryclea might naturully 
make her believe that all this happen’d by accident thro” her fee- 
blenefs, and Penelope might be perfuaded that ic was thus occafi- 
oned, having no reafon co fufpe& the truth: befides, what ia 
more frequent on the Theatre than to {peak to the audience, while 
the perfons on the ftage are fuppofed not to hear? In reality, 
it is evident that Ulyffes and Exryclea were at a proper diftance 
from Penelope, probably out of decency while the feet were walhing ; 


for as foon as that office is over, Homer tells us that Uhfes drew 


nearer to che fre where Penelope face, that he. might resume: the 
conference. 


mani, 
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$fsHis neck with eal embrace infolding faft, 
Full on the Queen her raptur’d eyes fhe caft, 
Ardent to {peak the Monarch fafe reftor’d: 
But ftudious to conceal her royal Lord, 
Minerva fix’d her mind on views remote, 
$60 And from the prefent blifs abftracts her thought. 
His hand to Esryclea’s mouth apply’d, 
Art thou foredoom’d my peft? the Heroe cry’d: 
Thy milky founts my infant lips have drain’d; 
‘And have the Fates thy babling age ordain’d é 
g65 To violate the life thy youth fuftain’d? , 
An exile have I-told, with weeping eyes, 
Full twenty annual funs in diftant skies : 
‘At length return’d, fome God infpires thy breaft 
To know thy King, and here I ftand confeft. 
$70 This heav’n-difcover’d truth to thee confign’d, 
Referve, the treafare of thy inmoft mind: 
Elfe if the Gods my vengeful arm fuftain, 
And proftrate'to my {word the Suitor-train ; 
"With their lewd mates, thy undiftinguifh’d age - 
$'7¥ Shall bleed a vidtim to vindiétive rage . 
_ Then thus rejoin’d the dame, devoid of fear: 
‘What words, my fon, have pafs’d thy lips fevere ? 


Deep 
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Deep in my foul the truft thall lodge fecur'd, 
With ribs of fteel, and marble heart immur’d, 
$80 When heav’n, aufpicious to thy right avow'd, 
Shall proftrate to thy {word the Suitor-crowd; 
The deeds I'll blazon of the menial fair ; 
The lewd to death devote, the virtuous {pare, 
Thy aids avails me not, the Chief reply’d; 
$85 My own experience thall their doom decide; 
A witnefs-judge precludes a long appeal: k 
Suffice it thee thy Monarch to conceal. 
, He faid: obfequious with redoubl'd pace; 
She te the fount conveys th’ exhaufted vate: 4 
$90 The bath renew’d, fhe ends the pleafing toil 
With plenteous unction of ambrofial oil. 


Adjufting | 


v. $78. Deep in my foul the trnff fhall lodge fecur'd.] Plutarch — 
. in his treatife upon Garrality obferves, that Ubjfes and every 
perfon that had relation to him were remarkable for their taci- 
turnity: they had all profited under fo great a matter of fecrecy as 
Diyffes: Ic is pra&tis’d by his wife, his fon, and his nurfe; his 
very companions, who attended him in his voyages, poflefs’d 
this virtue in fo eminent a degree as to fuffer chemfelves cto be 
dafh’d in pieces by the Cyclops, rather than difcover him to that 
giant. The moral thar we are to aa from this fable is, that: 
the fafety of Princes’ Counfels confifts in fecrecy. Dacier. 


v. 591. With plenteons an@ion————_—memme} We are not to 
imagine that this cuftom of anointing the feet was an inftance of 
luxury ; it prevail’d over the oriental world folely out of neceffi- 
ty, ta avoid offenfivenefs in thofe hot regions. This cuftom prer 
~vail’d many ages after Homer, and we have an inftance of it in 

Vou. | e L the 
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Adjufting-to his limbs the tatter’d veft, 
His former feat receiv’d the ftranger- gueft ; 
— Whom thus with penfive air the Queen addreft. 
$95 Tho’ night, diffolving grief in grateful eafe, 
Your drooping eyes with foft oppreffion f{eize 3 
Awhile, relu€tant to her pleafing force, | 
Sufpend the reftful hour with {weet difcourfe. 
The day (ne'er brighten’d with a beam of joy!) 
600 My menials, and domeftic cares employ : 
And, unattended by fincere repofe, 
The night afiifts my ever-wakeful woes: | 
When nature’s hufh’d beneath her brooding fhade, 
"My echoing griefs the ftarry vault invade. 
6os As when the months are clad in flow’ry green, 
Sad Philomel, in bow’ry fhades unfeen, 
To 


the woman who wafh'd the feet of our Lord and Saviour with 
tears, and anointed them with oil, This p'ace is a plain proof 
that oil was ufed after wafhing the feet as well as after bathing. 


vy. 606. Sad Philomel, &c.] This paflage is chus explain’d 
by Eufiathins. . The fimile is not only introduced cto exprefs the 
forrow of Penelope. but the nature of it: Ie is not fo much in- 
- tended co illuftrate her f Mods as her various agitations and diffe- 
rent thoughts compared to the different accents in the mournful 
fong of the nightingale; for thus Homer applies it.. 


“Me neal tol diya Supt oguiperas tT nal tOe, 
Enftathins aids, that Homer relates this ftory very differently from 


Sater Authors: He mentions nothing of Progne, Tereus, or Pan- 
: . ason, 
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To vernal airs attunes her varied ftrains;. 


And Itylas founds warbling o’er the plains: 
Young Itylws, his parénts darling joy! 


610 Whom chance mif-led the mather to deftroy: » 


Now doom’da wakeful bird to wail the beauteous boy. 
So in nocturnal folitude forlorn, 
A fad variety of woes I mourn ! 


dion, unlefs that name be the fame with Pandarens; Ttylus like- 
wife is by them call'd Itys. The ftory is thus, according to thefe 


_ writers: Philomela was the wife of Terems King of Thrace, the 


had a fifter-nam’d Progne, whom Terems ravith’d and cut her 
tongue out, that fhe might nor difcover the crime to Philomela3 
but Progne betray’d it by weaving che ftory in a piece of embroi- 
dery; upon this Philfomela flew her own fon Itys or Itylas, 
and ferv’d up his flefh to the table of her husband Terems; whick 
being made known to him he purfues Philsmela and Progne, who 
are feign’d to be chang’d into birds for their fwift flighe intra 
Athens, by which they,efcap’d the revenge of Terenas, Philomela 
is fabled to be turn’d into a nightingale, and Progne into a fwal- 
low ; it being obferved by Panfanias, that no {wallow ever builds 
in Thrace, or nightingale is ever feen there, as hating the coun- 
try of Terens. But Homer follows a different hiftory: Pandarenss 
fon of Merops had three daughters, Aferope, Cleothera, and Acdon: 
Pandavens married his eldeft daughter Addon to Zethxs brother of 
Amphion, mentioned in the eleventh Odyffey; fhe had an only fon 
nam’d Itylss; and being envious at the numerous fimily of her 
brother in-law mphion, the refolves to murther Amalens the el- 
deft of her nephews; her own fon Jty/xs was brought up with 
the children of Amphion, and lay in the fame bed with this 4ma- 
lens, Atdon dire&s her fon Itylws to abfent himfelf one night 
from the bed, but he forgets her orders; at the time determin’d, 
fhe cunveys her felf into the apartment, and murthers her own 
fon Itylus, by miftake, inflead of her nephew .4malens: upon 
this, almoft in diftraftion, the hegs the Gods to remove her from 
the race of humankind, they grant her prayer, and charge her ins 


‘40 a nightingale. 


L2 My 
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My mind reflective, in athorny maze 

61¢ Devious, from care to care inceffant ftrays. 

Now, wav’ring doubt fucceeds to long delpair; - 
Shall I my virgin nuptial vow revere; 

And joining to my fon’s my menial train, 
Partake his councils, and affift his reign? 

620 Or, fince mature in manhood, he deplores 
His dome difhonour’d, and exhaufted ftores; - 

Shall {, reluctant! to his will accord ; 
And from the Peers {ele& the nobleft Lord ; 
— So by my choice avow'd, at length decide 

625 Thefe watteful love-debates, 2 mourning bride 7am 

A viGonary thought I'll now relate, 
Tlluftrate, if you know, the fhadow’d fate. 

A team of twenty geefe, (a fnow-white train!) 
Fed near the limpid Jake with golden grain, 

630 Amufe my penfive hours. The bird of Jove 
Fierce from his mountain-eyrie downward drove ; 
Each fav’rite fow] he pounc’d with deathful {way; 
And back triumphant wing’d his airy way. 

My pitying eyes effus'd% plenteous ftreant, 

635 To view their death thus imag’d ia a dream ; 

With tender fympathy to footh my foul, 


A troop of matrons, fancy-form’d, condole, 
But 
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But whilft with grief and rage my bofom burn’d, 
Sudden the tyrant of: the skies return’d: 
640 Perch’d' on the battlements he thus began, 
(In form an eagle, but in voice a man.) 
O Queen! so vulgar vifion of the sky 
- I come, prophetic of approaching joy: 
View in this plumy form thy vitor Lord ; 
O45 The geefe (a glutton race) by thee deplor’d, 
Portend the Suitors fated to my {word. 
‘This faid, the pleafing feather’d omen ceas'd. 
When from the downy bands of feep releas’d, 
Faft by the limpid lake my {wan-like train 
7 65°17 found, infatiate of the golden grain. 
The vifion felf-explain’d (the Chief replies.) 
Sincere reveals the fanétion of the skies: - 
Ulyffes {peaks his own return decreed ; 
And by his {word the Suitors fure to bleed. 
' OFF — Hard is the task, and rare, the Queen rejoin’d, 
7 ‘Impending deftinies in dreams to find: 
Immur’d within the filent bow’r of Sleep, 
Two portals firm the various phantoms keep: 


‘ 


| OF 


v. 657. Immsr'd within the filent bow’r of fleep, &c.] This 

' feems to be a bold &Gion, and Commentators have labour’d hard 
tp thew the reafon of ic: Some imagine, that by-the horn is 
sy Ts L 3 - means 
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Of iv'ry ones whence flit to mock the brain, 
660 Of wing’d Lies a light fantaftic train: | 

The gate oppos’d pellucid valves adora, 

And columns fair incas’d with polith'd horms | 


meant 2 tunic of the eye, which is call’d horny; and that the 

ivory reprefents the teeth; and that by thefe a!lufions the Poet in- 
tended to exprefs thac what we hear fpoken may be falfe, buc what 
we fee muft infallibly be trie: chat 18, :according ‘to: .this sable, 
the ivory gate emits falfhood, thatof horn, truth. Ochers explain 
Homer by referring to the nature of horn and ivory, horn being 
pervious to the fight, and ivory impenetrable, Ducier, from Ear 
fiatkins, gives us a-very different folution; by horn which is 
tranfparent, Himer means the air, or heavens which are trarflu- 
«ent; by ivory, he denotes the earch which is grofs:and opake : 
Thus the dreams which come from the earth, that is, thro’ che. 
-gate of ivory, are falfe; thofe from heaven, or thro’ the gate of 
horn, true. But it may be thought that there are no grounds, 
from the words of Homer, for fuch an interpretation. I iroagine 
that this fable is buile upon a real foundation, and that there were 
places call’d the.gares of falfhood and truth: Diodérws Sicalas in 
his fecond book defcribing the, ceremonies concerning the dead, 
mentions the gates of oblivion, of hatred ahd Jamentation ; and 
then adds, that there are other gates in the. fame place; namelys 
in Memphis in ~£gypt, that are called the gates of Verity, near 
-which there-is a ftatue of juftice without an head; now Homer 
in the twenty-fourth Oavlley places the region of dreams in the 
way (o the infernal shades, and. it is paft ifpute that he borrows 
all thefe fables of Styx, Cocytus, (that 1s, of the gates of hatred; la- 
mentation,) Gc. from e#gypt, and pkacesithem. in ‘hell, afcér 
Orphens, who adapted all his ceremonies according to the rites of 
burial obferv’d at Memphis, as: Diodorns. fully proves: if cherefere 
he borrows the fable of the gaves of oblivion, @c. from c£gypts 
why may he not the ftory of the gates of falfiood)4n@ veriry ? 
efpecially fince he takes his whole relation concerning hell from 
the cuftoms of the «A ¢yptiens, and this region of dreams is pla- 
ced by him in the paffage to hell: It may therefore not be :m- 
poffible but this ftory of the gates of fleep, may havea real foun- 
dasion, and be built upon the cuftome of the <Aigspiianh 
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Where images 6f truth for paffage wait , 
With vifions manifeff of future fate. 
665 Not to this troop, I fear, that phantom foar’d 
Which fpoke Uiy/es to his realm *reftor’d ; 
Deiufive femblance !—-weeeBut my remnant life 
Heav’n fhall determine in a gameful ftrife: 
With that fam’d bow Ulyffes taught to bend, 
670 For me the rival archers fhall contend. 
As on the lifted field he us’d to place 
Six beams, oppos'd to fix in equal fpace: 
Elanc’d a-far by his unerring art, 
Sure thro’ fix circlets flew the whizzing dart, 
675 So, when the fun reftores the purple day, 
Their ftrength and skill the Suitors thal affay ; 
‘To him the fpoufal honour is decreed, 
Who thro’ the rings direéts the feather’d reed. 
Torn from thefe walls (where long the kinder pow'rs’ 
680 With pomp and joy have wing’d my youthful hours !} 
On this poor breaft no dawn of blifS hall beam 5 
The pleafure paft fupplies a copious theme <° - 
For many adreary thought, and many a dol ful dream! 
Propofe the fportive lot, the Chief replies, 
685 Nor dread to name your felf the bowyer’s prize :. 
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Ulyfes will furprize the unfinifh’d game 
Avow’d, and falfify the Suitors’ claim. . 
To whom with grace ferene the Queen rejoia’d: 
In all thy {peech what pleafing force I ‘find! 
699 O’er my fufpended woe thy words prevail. 
I part relu€tant from the pleafing tale. 
But Heav’n that knows what all terreftrials need, 
Repofe to night, and toil to day decreed : 
Grateful viciffitude! Yet me withdrawn, 
695 Wakeful to weep and watch the tardy dawn 
Eftablifh’d ufe enjoins ; to reft and joy 
Eftrang’d, fince dear Ulyffes fail’d to Troy! 
Mean-time inftruéted is the menial tribe 
Your couch to fafhion as your {elf prefcribe. 
_ JOO Thus affable, her bow’r the Queen afcends; 
The fov'reign ftep a beauteous train attends: 
There imag’d to her foul Ulyfes rofe; 
Down her pale cheek new-ftreaming forrow flows: 
*T ill foft oblivious thade Minerva {pread, 
7°§ And o’er her eyes ambrofial Qumber thed. 


The End of the Fourth Volume, 
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other Projects carried on by Subfcription, in and about 
the Cities of Londow and Wefminfler; and to enquire 


ine 


a eee ee 
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into all Undertakings for purchafing Joint Stocks, or 


Obfolete Charters. price 25, 6d. 


Several Reports prefented to the Houfe of Come 
mons by the Commiffioners for taking and ftating the 
Debts due and growing due to Scotland by way of E- 


-quivalent, (viz.) A Report of the Commiffioners no 


minated and appointed by his Majefty’s Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal of Great-Britain, purfuant to an 
Act of Parliament, Sc. prefented to the Houfe Srne 
the 8th, 1717. Alfo a Report from the Commiffio- 
ners nominated and appointed by His Majefty’s Lete 
ters Patent under the Great Seal of Great-Britain, pur- 
fuant of two feveral Aéts of Parliament, Gc. prefent- 
ed to the Houfe February the 21ff, 1718. And alfo 
a Report of the Commiflioners nominated. and appoint- 
ed by his Majefty’s Letters Patent under the Great Seal 
of Great-Britain, purfuant to an A&t, Oc. preferited ta: 


‘the Houfe the 21ft of February 1718. Alfo, A Memo- 


rial ‘of one of the faid Commiffioners, concerning the 
manner of Accounting for the Branches of the Cuftoms 
and Excife in Scotland, which took place there with the 
Union, and upon which the Agreements in the XVth 
Article otf the Union were made; comprehending 
Mr. Baird’s Reafons againft ftating the Equivalent due 
and growing due to Scotland, upon the feveral Branches: 
of thefe Revenues and the Cafe of the Deficiency of 
the Cuftoms ftated. Prefented to the Houfe February 
the 21ft, 1718. Price 6s. | 
A Report from the Committee appointed by Order 
of the Houfe of Commons to examine Chriffopher Layer, 
and others; And to whom feveral Papers and Exami- 


nations laid before the Houfe, ‘relating to the Confpi- 
“racy mentioned in his Majefty’s Speech, at the opening 


of this Parliament, to be carrying on againft his Per 
fon and Government, were reterred, Reported on 
the firft of March, 1722. By the Right Honourable 

L 6 William. 
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William Pulteney Eq; Chairman of the faid Committee: - 


Together with the Appendixes, containing Examinati- 
ons, Letters and other Papers referred to in the {aid 
Report. Publifhed by Order of the Houfe of Commons. 
price 35. 
Appendixes referred to in the Report from the Com- 
Mittee appointed by Order of the Houfe of Commons 
to examine Chrifopher Layer and Others, gc. Contain- 
ing Foreign Correfpondence. Papers relating to Cap- 


tain Halfead. Papers relating to Chriffopher Layer. Pa- ° 


pers relating to an intended Invafion, Papers relating 
to Fohn Plunket, Papers relating to the Bifhop of Ro- 
thefter. Papers relating to George Kelly. Papers relating 
to Fohn Sample. Papers relating to the Duke of Nor- 
folk, and others. Papers relating to Scotland, Papers 
Xelating to Ireland. price 6s. 

A Letter dated London, March 20, 1723. Direéted 
& Monfieur Monfieur Gordon, Banqnier a Bologne, with 
Draughts of two Affidavits inclofed, prepared here, to 
be {worn by Mr. Gordon of Bologne, and Mr. Berming- 
ham at Paris. With Depofitions of Anthony Sanderfon 
and Roger Garth, taken before the. Lord Carteret the 
30th of March, 1723, relating to the intercepting the 
aforefaid Letter, Laid before the Houfe of Commons 
by his Majefty’s Command. Publifh’d by Order of the 
Houfe of Commons. price 6d. } 

_ The feveral Examinations taken before one of his 
Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State: Together with 
Two Letters referr’d to in fome of the faid Examina- 
tions. Laid before the Houfe of Commons by his 
Majefty’s Command. Publith’d by Order of the Houfe 
of Commons, price6d. . : 

The Report from the Truftees of the South-Sea Com- 
pany to the Honourable the Houfe of Commons, pre- 
ented Fannary 25, 1722. Publith’d by Order of the 

Honourable Houfe of Commons. price 15, 
| The 
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- The Report from the Truftees for raifing Meney 
.on the Eftates of the late Sonth-Sea Directors and o- 
thers, prefented March 20, 1723. Publifh’d by Order 

~ of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, price 34, 
6 4. : : ; 

A further Report from the Commiffioners and Truftees 
of the forfeited Eftates in Scotland, prefented to the Ho- 
‘nourable the Houfe of Commons, Friday the 20th of 
March, 1723. Publifhed by Order of the Hondurable 
Houfe of Commons, pricegd. _ 

A further Report humbly offer’d by the Commiffio- 
ners and Truftees of the forfeited Eftates in Scotland : 

- Prefented to the Honourable Houfe of Commens, Sa- 
turday the 6th Day of February, 171g. Publifhed by 
Order of the Houfe of Commons. price 9d. | 

A further Report from the Commiffioners and 
Truftees for for the forfeited Eftates in fngland and 
Ireland, and elfewhere (except Scotland) prefented to the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, Friday the 19th of Fee 
bruary, 1719. Publifh’d by: Order of the Houfe of 
Commons. price 9 4. 

A further Report humbly offer'd by the Commif< 
fioners and Truftees of the forfeited Eftates who acted 
in Scotland, prefented to the Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons Wedne/day the 18th Day of fanuary, 1720- Puta 
lifh’d by Order of the Houfe of Commons. price 64, 

A further Report of the Commiffioners and Truf- 
tees appointed to execute the feveral Trufts and Pow- 
ers in England and Ireland,’ and elfewhere (except Scote 
land) contain’d in feveral. A&ts of Parliament for ap- 
pointing Commiifflioners to enquire of the Eftates of 
certain Traytors, and of Popifh Recufants, and of Ef+ 
tates given to Popifh or fuperititious Ules, in order to 
raife Money out of them feverally for the Ufe of the 

' Publick, and for vefting the forfeited Eftates in Great 
Britain and Ireland in Truftees, to be fold for the a 
2 ) 
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of the Publick, and for giving Relief to liwful Credi- 
tors, by determining the Claims; and for the more 
‘effeQual bringing into the refpeétive Exchequers the 
‘Rents and Profits of the faid Eftates, ‘till fold, pre- 
fented to the Honourable the Houfe of Commons, Fri- 
day ‘the 24th Day of February, 1720.  Publifhed by 
Order of the Houfe of Commons. Price 6 d. 

‘ The further Report of the Commiffioners and Truf- 
tees appointed to enquire into the forfeited Eftates in 
England and Ireland, and elfewhere (except Scotland ) 
prefented to the Honourable the Houfe of Commons, 
Wednefday the 6th Day of February, 1722. Publifhed 
by Order of the Houfe of Commons. price as. 64. 
. The further Report of the Commiffioners and Truf- 
tees appointed to enquire into the forfeited Eftates in 
Scotland, prefented to the Honourable Houfe of Com 
mons, Thurfday the ath Day of February, 1722. Frice 
%, e 6d. 

” "The final Report of the Commiffi ioners and Truftecs- 
for the forfeited Eftates in England and Ireland, and 
elfewhere (except Scotland) prefented to the Honourable 
“Houfe of Commons, Wednefday the 15th Day of April, , 
1724.. Publifhed by Order of the Houfe of Commons. 
rice od. 
~ ‘The final Report of the Commiffioners and Truftees 
of the forfeited Eftates in Scotland, prefented to the 
‘Honourable Houfe of Commons, Saturday the 17th 
Day of pril, 1725. Publithed by Order of the F Houfe 
of Commons. price 2s. 6d. 

The Report of the Truftees for rajfi ing Money on 
the Eftates of the late South-Sea Directors and others, 
prefented dpril 23, 1725. Publithed by Order of the. 
‘Houfe of Commons. price 9d. 

Inventories of the late feveral Directors, ehe. price 
2. 10s, in Two Volumes Folio. Bound. 

Votes of the Houfe of Commons from the ‘rt of 
King George to this Time. : The 


Beaeakn Linton 


‘The Indi&tment; Arraignment, Tryal and Judgment, 
at large, of Twenty Nine Regicides, the Murtherers of: 
his moft Sacred Majefty King Charles the Firft of glo- 
’ rious Memory: Begun at Hicks’s-Hall, on~Tuefday the 
oth of Odfeber, 1660, and continued at the Seffion’s. 
Houfe in the Old-Bailey, until Friday the roth of the 
- fame Month. | Together with a Summary. of the dark 
‘and horrid Decrees of thofe Cabbalifts, preparatory to 
‘that Hellifh Fact.” ’ Expos’d to View for the Reader’s 
‘Satisfaction, and Information of Pofterity, . To whick 
is added; Theit Speeches.. ‘With a Preface giving an 
- Account of the Rife and Progrefs of Enthufiafm among” 
“us, and in other’ Parts of Ewrope. With the Characters, - 
‘and Anfwer to the Tenets of the feveral Perfons execy- 
‘ted, price ps0 
The Firft Part of ‘the Inftitutes of the Laws of 
: “England; ‘or, A Commehtary upon Littleton, not of the 
. “Name of ‘the’ Author, only, ‘but of the Laws itfelf. 
By “Edward Coke. ‘Alfo thtee Traéts of ‘the ‘fame 
Author.” The firft, On his Reading upon the 27th of 
“Edward the 1ft, iatituled, The Statute of Levying Fines. 
’ The fecond, Of Bail, and Mainprife, And the third, 
His Compleat Copyholder, The Eleventh Edition, care- 
“fully cotreéted from ‘the many Errors of former Im- 
‘preffions., To which is added, The Treatife of the 
| ‘ Old Tenures of the Laws of England; with two new 
Tables, and ‘many References to the modern Law Ca- 
- "fes, never printed before ; and diftinguifh’d from the old 
References by a particular Mark. price 21. 25. 
__’ Modern Cafes argued and adjudged in the Court of 
~ Queen’s-Bench at Wefminfler, in the Second and Third 
| ‘Years oF Queen dune, in the Time when Sir Fobn 
Holt fate Chief Juftice there. With two Tables: The 
firft of the Names of the Cafes, and the other of the 
_ ‘Special Matter therein ‘contained, The Second Edition. 
price 125 se 
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The Compleat Court-Keeper: Containing the Laws 
and Cuftoms of. Courts-Leet and Courts-Baron, the 
Charge to the Juries, Proceedings in Court, Precedents 
of Copies of Court-Roll for Lives, and in Fee ; Grants, 
Surrenders, Admittances, Ge. The manner of ae yak 
the Court-Baron for trying of Actions, and Precedents 
of Declarations, Pleadings, and Proceffes; aifo of Con- 
tracts, Leafes, Mortgages, Surrenders, cee. The Au- 
‘thority of the Lord, and Privileges of the Tenants, 
with variety of Law Cafes concerning Copyholders, 
‘and the whole Bufinefs of Court-keeping. The Third 
Edition. By Mr. Facob. price 65. | 
The Accomplifh’d Conveyancer, The Second Editi- 
on. In Three Volumes. The firft Volume treating 
of the Nature and Kinds of Deeds, InftruGtions for 
Drawing all manner of Deeds and Inftruments, and an 
Abridgment of the Law relating to all forts of Con- 
veyances, and alfo Precedents of Gifts, Grants, Arti- 
_€les, Conditions, Leafes for Years, Marriage Settle- 
ments of Perfonal Eftates, Se. Vol. II. Containing 
great variety of Precedents of Affignments, Mortga- 
ges, Collateral Securities, and all Conditional and De- 
-feafible Eftates, Renunciations, Releafes, of Equity, of 
“Redemption, &e. Vol. III. Being Precedents of all forts 
of large and fpecial Conveyances, Deeds to lead the 
- Ufes of Fines and Recoveries, Affurances, Settlements, 
Jointures, Ufes, Wills, Ge. By Mr. Facob.. price 185. 
The Conveyancer’s Guide and Affiftant:. Contain- 
ing the feveral diftin€& Parts of all manner of Con- 
veyances, Inftruments, and Writings, in one Grand Deed 
or Precedent, (viz.) Recitals, Habendums, Reddendums, 
Covenants, Conditions, Provifo’s, gc. By Mr. Faced. 
price 65. ; 
The Clerk’s Remembrancer: Containing variety of 
{mall and ufeful Precedents, with proper Direétions in 
Conveyancing, and the osdinary Methods of Practice of 
—  Attornies, 
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Attornies, @<c. in the Courts of King’s-Bench, Com- 
mon-Pleas, and the High Court of Chancery. By Mr. 
Saco. price 45. 

The Third Edition ef the Modern Juftice: Being 
an Abridgment of the Common Law, of all the Acts 
of Parliament relating to Juftices of the Peace, Ges 
and fome {pecial Law Cafes; with great Variety of au- 
thentick Precedents of Precepts, Summons’s, Warrants, 
Examinations, Commitments, &c. regularly interfpers’d, 
fitting all Occafions for putting of the Laws in Force. 
Andalfo an Appendix, containing the Chairman’s Charge, 
and the whole Bufinefs of the Quarter-Seffions, Deter- 
Minations of Juftices, cc. and the Power of Mayors 
given by Statute. By Mr. Facob. price 6 s. 

The Juftice of Peace’s Vade Mecum: Being a eom- 
pleat Summary of all the Aéts of Parliament concern- 
ing Juftices of Peace. Shewing the various Penalties 
of Offences by Statute, and the particular Power and 
Authority of one, two, or more Juftices, Ge. and In- 
ftructions for Drawing of Warrants, Precedents of War- 
rants in common Matters, @c. By Mr. Facob. price 
23. 6d, | 

The Compleat Parifh-Officer: Containing, (I.) The 
Authority and Proceedings of High-Conftables, Petty- 


. Conftables, Headboroughs, and Tything-men in every 


Branch of their Duties, purfuant to Acts of Parliament 5 
with the High-Conftable’s Precepts, Prefentments, War 


rants, @c. (II.) Of Church-wardens, how chofen, 


their particular Bufinefs in repairing of Churches, Bells, 
ec. and affigning of Seats: _The manner of pafling 


their Accounts, and the Laws and Statutes concerning 


the Church in all Cafes, and alfo, an Abftra& of the . 
AG for Building Fifty new Churches in London and 
Wefimmfler, &c. (III.) Of Overfeers of the Poor, and 
their Office; their Power in Relieving, Employing, 


and Settling, Gs. of poor Perfons; the Laws relating 


° to 
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to the Poor, and Settlements; and the Statutes corcern- 
ing Mafters and Servants. (IV.) Of Surveyors of the 
High-ways and Scavengers, how elected, their Bufinefs 
in amending the Ways, Ge. and the Duty of others; 
with the Methods of Taxation, Laws of the High- 
ways, ec. To which are added, the Statutes, relating 
to Hackney-Coaches and Chairs. The Secoad Edition, 
with large Additions. price 1s. 6d. 

The Law Military; or, a Methodical Colleétion of 
all the Laws and Statutes relating to the Armies and 
Soldiery of Great-Britain; and alfo, of the Navy-Royal, 
Cruifers, Convoys, Privateers, ec. With an Int-o- 
duction to the Art of War, ere. By Mr. Facod. price 
15. 6d. | - . 
' The Statute-Law common-plac’d; or, a Gencril 
Table to the Statutes: Containing the Purport and Effect 
of all the Acts of Parliament in Force, from Magra 
Charta down to this Time; in a Method perfeftly new 
and regular, with the numercus Provifo’s and Additio- 
nal Claufes, inferted upon proper Titles. The Second 
Edition. By Mr. facob, price 3s. °° 

.The Laws of Appeals and Murders, Manflaughter,. 
Duelling, Stabbing, &c. OF Indi€tments for Murder, 
how drawn, the manner of bringing them, and fome 
fele&t Precedents, &¢c. Maihem, Rapes, &c. The Laws 
concerning them, asd Appeals on thofe Heads, with 
_ Wariety of extraordinary Law Cafes, and Proceedings, 

‘Precedents, Pleadings, &c. In the whole courfe of Ap- 
‘peals, drawn and approv’d by the molt eminent Coune- 
fels. ‘Fo which is added, an Appeal of Murder brought 
by Henry Young againft Chriftopher Slaughterford. . For 

the Murder of his Sifter, try’d at the Queen’s-Bench 

Bar, where the Defendant was convicted, and was af. 

terwards executed at Guildford in the County of Surry. 

Anno 8° Annz Reg. 1709. Alfo an Appeal brought 
by Retves apaintt Thindle, who was atceflary to the 
7 — | Murder, 
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Marder of a Cuftom Houfe Officer on the Coaft of 
Suffex, and Conviéted, By Mr: Faced, price 35.64. - 

Lex Conftitutionis,-or the Gentleman’s Law: being @ 
compleat Treatife of all the Laws and Statutes relating 
to the King, and the Prerogative of the Crown, the 
‘Nobility and Houfe of Lords, Houfe of Commons, 
Officers of State, the Exchequer and Treafury, Come 
miffioners and Officers of the Cuftoms, of the Excife, 
of the Poft- Office, Stamp-Office, forfeited Eftates, pub- 
lick Accounts, the Navy-Office, War-Office, Licute- 
nancy of Counties, Juftices of Peace; &c.. Wherein 
near one hundsed Authors, of the beft Reputation, both 
Ancient and Maddern on the Subject, have been conf{ul- 
ted and referr’d t6. And alfo an Introdu@tion to the 
Common Law of England, with refpect of Tenures 


~ of Lands, Defcents, Marriage Contra&ts, Coverture, &c, 


Of Property, Creation, and forfeiture of Eftates, Tryais 
of Offenders, Courts at Wefiminfler, &c. To which are 
‘added under their proper Heads, the manner of paffing 
Bills in both Houfes of Parliament, the Judicature of 
the Lords ; variety of adjudp’d Cafes, ‘and fome curious 
‘Hiftory of Antiquity. By G. Faccd, Gent. ' price ss. 
Pe influtio Legaliss’ Or an introdu@tion to the Study 
and Practice of the Laws of England, as now regulated 
and amended by feverat late Statutes: Divided into four 
‘parts, viz. I. The Practice of the Court of King’s. Bench. 
‘VW. The praGticé 6F the Court of Common-Pleas.~ HY. 
‘The Natare of ail Actions ufually brought in either of 
‘the faitf Courts.’ 1V. Themethod and ordet of Pleag- 
ing, With ufeful Precedents throughout ; and a ¢com- 
‘ pleat’ Table to the whole, The third Edition with lar 
‘Additions. By W. Bobun of the Middle Temple Efq;. 
.price6s, 7° | | 

-” Reports of Special Cafes argued and decreed in the 
“Court of Chancery, in the reign of K. Charles 1. King 
Gharlés TI: and K, William WI. None of in oe 
: . , ore 
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before printed. Publifhed by W. Nelfon of the Middle 
Temple Efq; price 3s. 64. 

Manweod’s Treatife of Foreft Laws. Shewing not 
only the Laws now in force, but the original of Fo- 
refts, what they are, and how they differ from Chatfes, 
Parks, and Warrens; with all fuch things as are inci- 
dent to either. Together with the proper Terms of 
Ast, collected out of the Common and Statute Laws 
of this Realm; As alfo from the Affizes and Iter of 
Pickermg and Lancaffer, and {everal other antient and 
learned Authors. Treating alfo of the Office of Agiftors, 
Beadles, Forefters, Keepers, Rangers, Verderers, and 
Woodwards, and of the Courts of Attachments, &c. 
With all variety of Cafes relating to Forefts, Chafes, 
Parks, and Warrens; and all the Laws concerning the 
Game, made, adjudged, or repealed, fince the Year 1665. 
The whole digefted under proper Titles, in an Alpha- 
betical Order. The 4th Edition correéted‘ and en- 
larged. By W..Nelfon of the Middle Temple Efg. price 


gs. ; | ; 

The Practice of the Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical Court 
To which 1s added a brief difcourfe of StruGture and . 
‘manner of forming the Libel or Declaration. The 3d 
Edition. By Henry Concert. price 65. 

. _ The Reports and Arguments of the learned. — 
Fobn Vaughan Knt. late Lord Chief Juftice of t urt 
of Commen-Pleas: Being all of them fpecial cafes, and 
_many wherein he pronounced the Refolution of the 
_ whole Court of Comsmon- Pleas, at the time he was Chief 
Juftice there. price2s's. : aes ; 
, The new Natura Brevinm of the moft Reverend 
_ Judge, Mr. Anthony Fitzberbert ; Whereunto are added 
the authorities in Law and fome other cafes, and Notes 
collected by the Tranflator out of the Yearly Books and 
Abridgments, With a new and exact Table of the 
mof, materjal Things contaia’d therein, . The a aa 
| tion 
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dition carefully corrected from the Errors of former - 
Impreffions. price 65. | Se 

The Landlord’s Law, or the Law concerning Land- 
lords, Tenants and Farmers, uz. I. Of the nature and 
origin of Tenures. II. Of Eftates, and their feveral 
Kinds. ITY, Ot Copyholds and Copyholders. IV.Of 
Leafes, Covenants, Surrenders, Affignments, &c. V. 
VI. Of the Parties to Leafes, wherein is fhewn who 
may Leafe, whe may Rent, and what may be Leafed. 
VII. and VIII. Contain the Obligations and Rights of 
the Parties by virtue of the Leafe. IX. and X. Of the 
Remedies the Law gives each Party for the recovering 
of their Rights. Neceflary for all Landlords, Tenants, 
Farmers, Stewards, Agents, Solicitors and others con- 
cerned.in the buying, felling and letting of Eftates. 
The 6th Edition. To which is added an Appendix con- 
taining fuch Acts of Parliament and proper Precedents 
‘as relate to thefe Subjects, brought down to this time. 
price 35. 7 

A Treatife of the Rights of the Crown, declaring 
how far the King of England may fupport and increafe 
his anoual Revenues, collected out of the Records of 
the Tower, the Parliament Rolls and Clofe Petitions, 
afm +0. Car. Regis,1634. Now firft publifh’d from 
original Manufcripts, with fome account of the Aue 
thor. By Wilham Noy Efg; then Attorney General. | 
price 25, 

The Court-keeper’s Companion: concerning the 
common bufinefs of Courts Leet and Courts Baron, 
the charges given therein, and Precedents of Copies 
of Court-Koll, Chattle and Freehold Leafes, &c. By 
Mr. Facob. price 2% . | 

The Lord Chancellor Egerton’s obfervations on the 
Lord Coke’s Reports, particularly in the debate of Caufes 
relating to the right of the Church: the power of the 
King’s Prerogative; the jurifd:ction of Courts; or the 
intereft of the Subject, pricers 64, Cafes 
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___ Cafes argued and adjudg’d in the high Court of 
Chancery, publifh’'d from the Manufcripts of Thomas 
Vernon late of the Middle Temple E{g; By order of the 
high Court of Chancery in two. Volumes. | 
| | Preparing forthe Prefs, — | 
"|. The fecond Volume of Cafes argu’d and adjudg’d in-~ 
the High Court of Chancery, publifh’d from she Mss. 
oF Thomas Vernon late of the Middle Temple Efg; By 
Order of the High Court of Chancery. | 
7 : ~ In the Prefs, Aare 

Reports taken by Robert Skinner E{g; and pu blifh’d by 
his Son Matthew Skinner. Efg; Serjeant at Law, and 
Recorder of the City of Oxford. _ | 3 

The Hiftory of the Church, from the beginning of 
the World to the Year of Chrift 1718. In 4 Vol. in 
Twelves, Compendioufly written-in French by Lewes 
Ellis Dupis, Door in Divinity of the Facuity of Pa- 
ris, and now tranflated into Enghfh according to the 
Third Paris Edition. Revis’d, enlarged, and put into 
a new Method by the Author.. With a large Chro- 
nological Table, and a Compleat Index to the whole. 
By the Reverend Mr. Tho. Fenton. M. A. Rector of 
Nately Scures, and Vicar of St. Lawrence Wotton. in Ramp- 
jhire, and late, Student of Cérif?-Church, Oxon, The 
Third Edition. price tos, | abe, 0 sudan, 
Lately publifh'd by the Reverend Mr. Fenton, Dedicated 
to the Dean and Chapter of Winchefter, 

A Tranflation of Mont. Zohn -la Placete’s Treatife of 
the Death of the Righteous, In Six Books. Book J. 
The true Notion of a good Death, enquir’d. into and 
ftated, Book II. Of the Preparation. which is to be 
made for death during our Health, Book III. Of the 
Preparation which is to be made for Death in thé trme 
of our Sicknefs. Book 1V. Of the Duties incumbertt 
- on thofe who perceive Death approaching, . Book V. 

The Duties of converted Sinners, who have itill {ome 

_ time 
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time to live, after having made their Peace with Gods 
Book VI. The Duties of thofe who die of a: violent 
Death. In 2 Vols, Twelves. price 5 5. 
Dr. Fiddes’ s Theologia Speculativa © Pradtica; or, the 
Firft and Second Part of a Body of Diainiey under that 
Title: Wherein are explain’d the Principles, with the 
Duties of natural and reveal’d Religions: In two Vo- 
lumes Folio. The Doétor was encouraged in this 
Work by the Subfcriptions of Twenty-two . Bifhops, 
and above five hundred Sub{cribers among the Clergy 
and Gentry; alfo his Degree of Dotor given. him by 
the Univerfity of Oxford tor this excellent Pereormances 
Price of the two Volumes, 2/: 105. 
Dr. Fiddes’s Preparative to the. Lord’s Supper ; or, a 
Difcourfe wherein the Nature of this holy Sacrament, 
- the Ends for. which it was in(tituted, and -the Duties 
requir’d, in order to amore worthy. receiving. of it, 
are Confider’d, and certain Prejudices are-obviated.. To 
which is added, an Appendix, with Meditations and 
| Prayers form’d on the principal parts of the Difcourfe ; 
: with Devotions before and at the time of Receiving 
the Ho'y Sacrament, and. after, it. | The Second Editi- 
on, with fome Enlargements. both in. the. Body, of the 
Book, and in the Forms ot ON OueH Pie ‘J Sc O8 
four Guincas per Hundred,. Sees tote 
Six Sermons on feveral Gcesfions, vit, f, The Dif 
, ference between the Revolution and the Rebellion. II. 
The Reftoration of the King the Act of God. JH. 
The neceffity of praying both for Church and Strate. 
, IV. The Duty ot fearing God and the King. V. O- 
bedience to the King entorced from the Benefits and 
: Advantages of a wife Adminiftration. VI. Liberty 
J and the Goipel, againft Popery and Slavery. By the 
Reverend Thomas Goddard, M. A. Canon of Windfor. 
PO price 3 4. 
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BOOKS Primed for, &c 


A full View of Popery, in an account of the fcan- 
dalous Lives of the Popes, from the pretended Succef- 
fion of St. Peter, to the prefent Pope Clement the XIth. 
Diicovering from good Authorities, their Idolatries, 
Impoftures, Innovations, Mif-interpretations and Mif- 
applications of the Scriptures, Athei{ms, Hereties, Falfe 
Miracles and Dtabolical Ilufions, Sorceries, Sacrileges, 
Falfe Supremacy, Frauds, Perjuries, Adulteries, Whore- 
doms, Rapes, Inceft, Treachery, Tyrarnies, Parricide, 
Murders, Poifoning, Arrogance, Prefumption, Hypo- 
crify, Infolence, Villany, Ambition, Obftinacy, Folly 
and Levity, Profufenefs Covetoufnefs, Gluttony, Lux- 
ury, Severity, Cruelties, Injuftice, Ingratitude, Simos 
ny and Judaifm, Abominable Lies, Subtieties, Strange 
Doctrines, Egregious Blafphemies, Antichriftian Perfe- 
cutions, and Heathenifh Ceremonies. The whole regu- 

‘dated by Chronology in the Margin, and inter{perfed 
with feveral Pafquils. To this is added, A Contutati- 
on of the Mafs, and a Vindication of Reformed Devo- 
tion, extracted from the Scriptures, the Fathers, and 
other Ecciefiaftical Writers, plainly fhewing the preat 
Contrariety between the Antient Doctrine of God, 
and the Néw and Modern Doétrine of the Church 
of Rome. In two Parts, Written by a learned Spa- 
nifh Convert, and addrefs’d to his Countrymen. Now 
faithfully tranflated from the Second and beft Edition 
of the Original, printed at Loudon. price 55, 


-” 


ci 
‘ 
2 ee eee ‘eee oe 


® 


~7 


= 


ee a ea ——— 


a peas of 


Ree tw 


i.) a es 


hen. F 


Le Te ae me 


~_——— > ee Fr 


